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I, JO H N  ARM STRONG, E N G L A N D , the Administrator of the Northern 

Territory of .Australia, acting with the advice of the Executive 

Council, hereby make the .following Regulations under the Fish and 
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' - ‘ _ ' 
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| • ■ J .A . EN G LAN D

. ■ ■ Administrator •
;

■ r ■ • '
By His Honour's Command

M. B.  PERRON '

Acting Chief Minister

Acting for and on behalf of the

Minister for Industrial Development

FISH AND  FISHERIES REG U LATION S

f . . PAR T I - PRELIMINARY

1. S H O R T  TiTLE

These Regulations may be cited as the Fish and Fisheries 

Regulations.

•2 . COM MENCEMENT,

These Regulations • shall come into operation on the date of com

mencement of the Fish_ and Fisheries^ Act 3 980.

3. DEFINITIONS

In these Regulations, unless the contrary invention appears -•

"aroatenr’s pot,! Mveans a portable pot. net, baske! or other, device 

that -

(a) designed uvcr a iV;-V;j;ev.:or’k ns a trap;

:f;Not.jf.i.c;'d.. in ihe Northere. ivrnlo;. >_ '>n j.H January,

]f;80. ' .... ~ .
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(b ) does not exceed one metre in length of its longest side, 

height or diameter;

(c) has a cubic capacity of not more than one-half of one 

cubic metre; and

(d ) is not a hand-net;

"barramundi" means a fish of the species Lates .calcarifer;

"hand-net" means a net, basket or other device that -

(a) is designed over a framework as a trap;

(b ) has a handle that is held in the hand at all times while it 

is being used; and

. /  (c) is not operated by any means othe’r than manually;

"handspear" 'means a spear that is propelled by human power 
only, without the use of any device;

"internal waters of Australia" means the internal waters of 

Australia as ascertained by international convention to which 

Australia is a party;

"prawn" means a fish included in the class Decapod crustacae, of 

the family Penaeidae;

"river" includes creek, stream, billabong, lake and any other 

watercourse or body of water that flews, directly or 

indirectly, into the sea, whether seasonally or consistently 

throughout the year;

"sedentary organism" means a sedentary organism within the 

meaning of the Continental'Shelf (Living Natural Resources)

! Act 1968 of the Commonwealth.

PAR T  II - AM A TEU R  FISHERMEN 

4. AM ATEUR  GEAR

(1) Subject to sub-regulation (5 ) , an amateur fisherman shall not 

use an item of fishing gear other than an item that is listed in column 

1 of the Table in this regulation, and the items that are listed in that 

column are accordingly prescribed for the purposes of section 

27 (l)(a ) of the Act.

(2) Subject to this regulation, an amateur fisherman shall not, 

except under and in accordance with a Class D licence, use an item 

of fishing gear that is listed in column 2 of the Table in this 

regulation, and . the items that are listed -in that column are 

accordingly prescribed for the purposes of section 27(2)(a ) of the 

Act.
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(3). It is not unlawful for an amateur fisherman without a licence 

to use one only amateur's pot to which is attached a float that is 

clearly marked with his name or initials, either incised into the float 

or painted on the float in waterproof paint.

(4) Where an amateur fisherman establishes ~

(a) that he is a member of a fishing party;

(b ) that the number of amateur's pots being used by the members 

of the party does not exceed the number of fishermen in the 

party; and

.(c) that each pot that he was using had attached to it a float 

that was clearly marked with the name, initials or licence 

number of 'himself, of a member of his family or of a member

. of the fishing party, either incised into, the float or painted 

" . ’ on the float in waterproof paint,

he does not require a licence by reason only that he'is using more 

than one amateur's pot. ’ ■

. (5) Where-, immediately before the Fish and Fisheries Act came 

into operation, a person had a right to use an item of fishing gear as 

an amateur fisherman and, in the opinion of the Director of Fisheries, 

it-would be harsh to deprive that person of his right immediately, the 

Director of Fisheries may ■ grant to that person a temporary Class D 

licence to use that item for a period not exceeding 3 years and, for 

the purposes- of this sub-regulation, all items of fishing gear are 

prescribed for the purposes of section 27 (l)(a ) and 27(2)(a ) of the 

Act.

T A B LE

Column 1- Column 2 • Column 3

Amateur gear Licence required Exceptions

Rod and line and

attachments

Handline and •

. attachments

Handspear .

Spear gun
Hand-net

Cast-net
Amateur's pot Amateur's pot Regulation 4(3) 

and (4)

Beach seme Beach seine

s! . LICENCE t o  u s e  p o t s

(1) The Director of Fisheries shall not license an amateur 
fisherman to use more than 3 amateur's pots.

3
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(2;) This regulation does not prevent a- person from using-more 

than 3 amateur's pots in pursuance of regulation 4 (4 ).

(3) Where an amateur fisherman is licensed to use amateur's 

pots, a condition shall be'implied in the licence that the licensee shall 

not use an amateur's pot at any tiriie unless a float is attached to the 

amateur's pot and is clearly marked with his licence number or 

marked in compliance with regulation 4 (a ), either incised into the 

float or painted on the float in waterproof paint. ..

6. SPEAR-GUNS '

An amateur fisherman shall not have in his possession a loaded 

spear-gun or use a spear-gun -

(a) except in the open sea; or

(b ) within 50 metres of another person who is not in his 

company.

Penalty: $100.

7. B E A C H  SEINES '■

Where an amateur fisherman is licensed to use a beach seine -

(a) a condition shall be implied in ' the licence that the licensee 

shall not use a beach seine the dimensions of which exceed 40 

metres length, 2 metres drop and 65 millimetres mesh;

(b ) a condition -shall be implied in the licence that the licensee 

shall not use a beach seine at any time unless a float is 

attached at each end of the net and each such float is clearly 

marked with his licence number, either incised into the float 

or painted on the float in waterproof paint; and

(c) a condition shall be implied in the licence that the licensee

I shall not -

(i) anchor, stake or otherwise fix a beach seine; or

(ii) use a beach seine except in the waters of the sea, 

seawards of the seaward extremities of the mouths and 

estuaries of rivers.

PAR T  III - PR OFESSION AL  FISHERMEN 

Division i - P r awn Fish a rie s

8. D E C LA R A T IO N  OF PRAWN FISHERIES

(l) The industry of taking prawns by trawling in the sea is 

declared to be the Prawn Fishery.
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(2.) The Prawn Fishery ' is declared to be comprised of 3 prawn 

fisheries, namely -

(a) the Northern Prawn Fishery; .

(b ) the West of ..Cape Ford Prawn Fishery; and

(c) the Internal Waters Prawn Fishery.

(3) The industry, of taking prawns by trawling in the sea, in 

the area that is described in the schedule to the proclamation that 

was made under section 8(l)(d.) of the Fisheries Act 1952 of the 

Commonwealth on 29 January 1977 and published in the Australian 

Government Gazette No. S13 on 2 February 1977 as Fisheries Notice 

No.. 74, is declared'to be the Northern Prawn Fishery.

(4) The industry of taking prawns by trawling in the sea in 

areas other than the areas of the Northern Prawn Fishery and the 

Internal Waters Prawn Fishery is declared to be the West of Cape 

Ford Prawn Fishery.

(5) The industry of taking prawns by trawling in the sea in so 

much of the internal waters of the Northern Territory and the 

internal waters of Australia adjacent to the Northern Territory as is 

not within the area, of the Northern Prawn Fishery is declared to be 

the Internal Waters Prawn Fishery. . •

9. W ATERS  CLOSED  T O  PRAWN TRAW LING  ; -

The Minister may, by notice in the Gazette, declare that waters 

are closed to trawling for prawns.

10. TRAW LING  IN CLOSED  W ATERS

Where a person is licensed to engage in a prawn fishery, a 

condition shall be implied in the licence that the licensee shall not 

carry nets or otter-boards -
!

(a) in waters that are closed, to trawling; or

(b ) in a river or in the .mouth or estuary of a river,

unless they are on board and are completely detached from the 

remainder of the gear and equipment.

11 ...TAKING  FISH O T H E R  T H A N  PRAWNS .

Where a person is licensed to engage in a prawn fishery, a 

provision shall- be implied in the licence that, if the licensee 

establishes that a part of his catch, taken while he was genuinely 

trawling for prawns, was fish other than prawns, he may keep that 

other fish for sale or commercial purposes and process it unless the 

Director of Fisheries specifies otherwise. '

5
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12. M O N T H L Y  RETU RN S

Where a person is licensed to engage in' a prawn fishery, a 

condition shall be implied in the licence -

(a) that the licensee shall, if so required by the Director of 

Fisheries, within 14 days after the end of each month, lodge 

with the | Director of Fisheries a monthly return in a form 

approvedjby the Director of Fisheries;

(b ) that the fbrm, if lodged, shall be duly completed; and

(c) that the information contained in the form shall be true and 

correct iri every detail.

13. GLASS  A 2 : LICENSEES

- Where a Class A2 licensee who is assisting in. a prawn fishery is 

entitled to a share of the prawn trawling catch and the Class A1 

licensee whom he is assisting is not in breach of the condition 

referred to in regulation 16, the Class A2 licensee may sell that share 

in his own name.

; Division 2 - Crab Fishery

14. D E C L A R A T IO N  OF CRAB FISHERY

The industry of taking crabs by .the use of pots is declared to be 

the Crab Fishery.

15. W ATER S  CLOSED  T O  C R A B B IN G  •

All waters are closed to the talcing of crabs by. a Class A1 

licensee except - ' .

r ’
: (a) the waters that are not closed to gill netting; and

(b ) the waters that are. described in the Table in this regulation.

TA B LE

1. The rivers that, flow, directly or indirectly, into Bynoe 

Harbour and Port Patterson .

2. The' rivers, other than Ludmilla Creek and Rapid Creek, that 

flow, directly or indirectly into Darwin Harbour.

3. The rivers, other than Mecketts Creek, King Creek and 

Howard River, that flow, directly or indirectly, into Shoal 

Bay.

4. Leaders Creek.

6
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5.- The Keep River Estuary, hut not including the waters 

upstream from the seaward extremities of the mouth of the 

Keep River.

6. The South Alligator River downstream from Kapalga.

7 .. The Adelaide River and its tributaries downstream from, but 

including, the fourth major creek from the mouth on the 

eastern bank of the Adelaide River, being the creek commonly 

known as the 17 mile creek.

' 16. ILLEGAL C RA B BIN G

Where a person is licensed to engage in the Crab Fishery, a 

condition shall be implied in the licence that the licensee shall not -

(a) use more pots than the number he is licensed to use; •

(b ) use a pot unless there is attached to the pot a float that is 

clearly marked with his licence number, either incised into 

the float or painted on the float in waterproof paint;

(c) take a crab by the use of a net;

(d ) take a crab by the use of a pot that -

(i) has a capacity of more than.6 cubic metres; or 

(ii) has more than. 2 openings into any one enclosure; or

(e) have crab pots in his possession in or in the vicinity of 

waters that are closed to the taking of crabs by a Class A1 

licensee unless -

, (i) the pots are stowed in or on a vehicle or boat; or

(ii) he has them at a camp site ana he has notified the 

Director of Fisheries of the location of the camp site and 

that his pots will be stored and repaired there.

17. M O N T H LY  RETU RN S

Where a. person is licensed to engage in' the Crab Fishery, a 

condition shall be implied in the licence -

. (a) that the licensee shall, within 14 days after the end of each 
month, lodge with the Director of Fisheries a monthly return 

in a form approved by the Director of Fisheries;

(b ) that the form shall be duly completed; and

..(c)-that the information contained in the form shall be true and 

correct in.every detail.

* 7
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Division 3 - Barramundi Fishery

18. D E C L A R A T IO N  OF BAR R A M U N D I FISHERY -'

The industry of taking fish other than prawns and sedentary 

organisms by any means other than trawling or crab pots is declared 

to be the Barramundi Fishery.

19. TRANSFER. OF'. LICENCES

The Director of Fisheries shall not licence more than 108 persons, 

other than persons--who are licensed by  virtue of section 14 of the 

Act, to engage in the Barramundi Fisheri?.

20. CLOSED  SEASON

The Minister may, by notice in the Gazette, declare a closed

season for professional barramundi fishing.

21. W ATER S  CLOSED  T O  GILL N E T T IN G

i
AH waters are! closed to gill netting except -

- i ' . ..
, i . • - ■ ■

(a) the waters of the sea, seawards of the seaward extremities of 

the mouths and estuaries of rivers; and

(b ) the waters that are described in the Table in this regulation, 

together with the waters of -

(i) the estuaries of the rivers that, are named in the Table 

in this regulation; and .

(ii) the tributaries of the rivers that are named in the Table 

in this regulation where those tributaries are downstream 

from the closure lines. 
j .

' TA B LE

1. The waters of the Victoria River downstream from a line running 

northerly. and southerly through the point of intersection of the 

western bank of the Baines River with the Victoria River.

2. The waters of the Fitzmaurice River downstream from a line 

running northerly and southerly through the point of intersection 

of the western bank of Cu-Eci -Creek with the Fitzmaurice River. '

3. The waters of the Daly River downstream from a line running 

northerly and southerly through the easternmost point of the 

island that is known as Mud Island, situated about 18 kilometres 

upstream from the mouth of the river.

8
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4; The waters of the Fi.nni.ss River downstream from a line running 

easterly and westerly through the place known as the Second 

Landing, approximately 9 kilometres upstream from the mouth of 

the river.

■5. The waters of the Adelaide River. downstream from a line running 

easterly and westerly through the point of intersection with the 

Adelaide River of the southern bank of the third major creek on 

the eastern ' bank of the Adelaide River, facing upstream, about 
28 kilometres upstream from the mouth of the river.

6. The waters of the Mary River, the Wildman River, the West 

Alhgator River' and the South Alligator River downstream from a 

straight line joining Woolner and Point Stuart homesteads and 

extending eastwards to the eastern bank of the South Alhgator 
Ri ver. . .

7. The 'waters of the East Alligator River downstream from a line 

running northerty and southerly through the point of intersection 

of the eastern bank of Cooper Creek with the East Alligator 

River. •

8. The waters- of the Roper River downstream from a line running 

easterly andi westerly through the southernmost point of Green 

Island.

9. The waters of the Towns River downstream from a line running- 

northerly and southerly through the point of intersection with the 

Towns River of the eastern bank of the first major creek, facing 

upstream, on the third bend of the Towns River.

.10. The waters of the Limmen Bight River downstream from a line 

running northerly and southerly through the point of intersection 

of the eastern bank of the Nathan River with the Limmen Bight 

River.

11. The waters of the McArthur River System downstream from a line

! running northerly and southerly through the place known as

Batten Creek Landing, approximately 25 kilometres upstream from 

the mouth of the river-.

12. The waters of the Wearyan River downstream from a line running 

easterly and westerly through the Manangoora Landing.

13. The waters of the Robinson River downstream from a line running

■ easterly and westerly through the southernmost point of the

island known as Rock Island, situated about 16 kilometres 
upstream from the mouth of the river.

14. The waters of the Calvert River downstream from a line running 

easterly and westerly through the southernmost point of the first 

island, facing upstream, approximately 14 kilometres upstream 

from the mouth of the river. '

9
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22. ILLEGAL FISHING

Where a person is licensed to engage in the Barramundi Fishery -

(a) a condition shall be implied in the licence that the licensee 

shall not use a trawl-net or a crab pot;

(b ) a condition shall be implied in the licence that the licensee 

shall not use a gill-net unless there is attached to each end 

of the net a float that is clearly marked with, his licence 

number, either incised into the float or painted on the float 

in waterproof paint;

(c) a condition shall be implied in the licence that the licensee. 

. shall not have g'ill-nets in his possession in or in the vicinity

of waters, other' than waters that are not closed to gill netting 

unless -

(i) the nets are so stored that they are not ready for 

immediate use; or

(ii) he has them at a. camp site and he has notified the 

Director of Fisheries of the location of the camp site and 

that his nets will be stored and repaired there;

(d ) a condition shall be implied in- the licence that the licensee 

shall not - ' ■ ■

(i) fish for or take barramundi; or

(ii). have gill-nets that are ready for immediate use' in his 

possession in a river or in the mouth or estuary of a 

river or above-a tidal flat,

during a closed season for professional barramundi fishing;

(e) a condition shall be implied in- the licence that the licensee 

shall not -

(i) close off more than half the width of a watercourse by 

netting, measuring all nets that are on the same headline 

or set within 25'metres o' any part of another net;

,(ii) use more than 1,500 metres length of gill-netting, 

measuring only so much of the length of headline as has 

gill-netting attached; or

(iii) use, in a river, or in the mouth or estuary of a.river, a 
gill-net ' that has a mesh size less than 17.5 centimetres; 

and

(f) a condition shall be implied in the licence that the licensee 

shall n'ct take a barramundi that is less than -

(i) 57.5 centimetres in'length overall; or

10
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(ii) 41 centimetres'in length from the middle of. the gill slit to 
the end of the tail.

23. M O N T H L Y  R ETU R N S  '

Where a person is licensed to engage in the Barramundi Fishery, 

a condition shall be implied in the licence -

(a) that the licensee shall, within 14 days after the end of each 

month, lo;dge with the Director of Fisheries a m onths return

(b ) crayfish,

by the use of gear that does riot include a trawl-net or crab-pot, is 

•declared to be the Reef Fish and Mackerel Fishery.

■25. CLOSED  W ATERS  . :

Where a person is licensed to engage ' in the Reef Fish and 

Mackerel Fishery, a condition shall be implied in the licence that the 

licenses shall not fish - ;

, (a) in a river or in the mouth or estuary of a river; or

(b ) above a tidal flat.

26. M ARKIN G  NETS

Where a person is licensed to engage in the Reef Fish and 

Mackerel Fishery, a condition shall be implied in the licence that the 

licensee- shall not use a gill-net unless there is attached to each end 

of the net. a float.that is clearly marked with his licence number, 

either incised into - the float or painted on the float in waterproof 
paint.

.' 27. TA K IN G  O T H E R  FISH

(1) Where a person is licensed to engage in the Reef Fish and 

Mackerel.Fishery, ^ provision shall be implied in the licence that, if

in a form approved by the Director of Fisheries;

(b ) that the form shall be duly completed; and
{.

' I

( c) that the .information contained in the form shall be true and 
corrc ry detail.

■ Division ]4 - Reef Fish and Mackerel Fishery
f

24.. D E C L A R A T IO N  OF REEF FISH AND M ACKER EL  FISHERY

The industry of taking from the sea -

(a) fin fish, other than barramundi; and

11
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: the licensee establishes that a small quantity -of his.catch, taken while 

he was genuinely engaged in the Reef Fish and Mackerel Fishery, was 

barramundi, or fish other than fin fish or crayfish, he may with, and 

subject to, the prior approval of the Director of Fisheries, keep that 

fish for sale or commercial purposes and process it.

(2) Evidence that a licensee continued to fish after he 

commenced to catch barramundi, or' fish other than fin fish, is 

evidence that he was not genuinely engaged in the Reef Fish .and 

Mackerel Fishery. ' ■

28. M O N T H L Y  RETURN S

Where a person is licensed to engage in the Reef Fish and 

Mackerel Fishery, a condition shall be implied in the licence -

(a) that the licensee shall, within 14 days after the end of each 

month, lodge with the Director of Fisheries a monthly return

..• in a form approved by the Director of'Fisheries;

(b ) that the form shall be duly completed; and

(c) that the/ information contained in the form shall be true and 

correct in every detail.

Division 5 - Fin Fish Trawling Fishery

29. D E C L A R A T IO N  OF FIN F ISH  TR AW LIN G  FISHERY

The industry of taking fin fish, other than barramundi, from the 

sea by trawling is declared to be the Fin Fish Trawling Fishery.

30. W ATERS CLOSED  TO  TRAWLING.

The Minister may, by notice in the Gazette, declare that waters 

are closed to trawling for fin fish. ,

31. CLOSED  W ATERS •

Where a person is licensed to engage in the Fin Fish Trawling 

Fishery, a condition shall.be implied in the licence that the licensee 

shall not carry nets or other fishing gear that could be used for 

trawling

(a) in a river or in the mouth or estuary of a river; or

(b ) above a tidal flat.

32. M O N T H LY  RETURNS

Where a person is licensed to engage in the Fin Fish Trawling 

Fishery, .a condition shall be implied in the licence -
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(a) that the licensee shall, within 14 day's after the end of each 

month, lodge with the Director of Fisheries a monthly return 

in a form approved by the Director of Fisheries ;

(b ) that the form shall’be-duty completed; and

- (c) that the information contained in the form shall be true and 

correct in every detail..

Division 6 - Bait Fish Fishery.

33. D E C L A R A T IO N  OF B A IT  FISH FISHERY

The industry of taking fish, other than barramundi and 

thread-fin salmon, from the sea for ...use as bait, by the use of a 

beach seine, scoop-net, hoop-net or cast-net is declared to be the 

Bait Fish Fisherjr.

34. CLOSED  W ATER S

Where a person is licensed to engage in the Bait Fish Fishery -

(a) a condition shall be implied in the licence that the licensee 

shall not'have a beach seme, other than a beach seine that is 

stowed in or. on a' vehicle or boat, in a river or in the mouth 

or estuary of a river; and

(b ) a condition shall be implied in the licence that the licensee 

shall not use a beach seine- the dimensions of which exceed 

300 metres in length and 65 millimetres mesh.

35. M ARKING  NETS

Where a person is licensed to engage in the Bait Fish Fishery, a 

condition shall be implied in the licence that the licensee shall not use 

a beach seine unless there is attached to each end of the beach seine 

a float that is clearly rrtarked with his licence number, either incised 

into the float or painted on the float in waterproof paint.

36. CLEARING  NETS '

Where a person is licensed to engage in the Bait Fish Fishery, a 

condition shall be implied in the licence that the licensee shall clear 

his nets in a depth of water sufficient to allow the escape of fish that 

he is not allowed to sell.

'37. M O N T H LY  R ETU R N S  '

Where a person is licensed to engage in the Bait Fish Fishery, a 

condition shall be implied in the licence --

(a) that the licensee shall, within 14 days after the end of each

, .month, lodge with the Director of Fisheries a monthly return 

in a form approved by the Director of Fisheries;

13
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(b ) that the form shall be duly completed; and

(c) that the information contained in the form shall be true and 

correct in every detail.

Division 7 - Sedentary Organisms Fishery

38. D E C L A R A T IO N  OF SE D E N T A R Y  ORGANISM S FISHERY

(1) The industry of taking sedentary organisms is declared to be 

the Sedentary Organisms Fishery.

(2) The Sedentary Organisms Fishery is declared to be 

• comprised of 3 sedentary organisms fisheries, namely -

(a) the Pearl Fishery;

(b ) the Wild Oyster Fishery; and

(c) the Trepang Fishery.

(3) The industry of taking pearls and pearl shell is declared to 

be the Pearl Fishery. :

(4) The industry of taking oysters other than pearl oysters is 
declared to be the .Wild Oyster Fishery.

(5) The industry of taking trepang is ' declared to be the 
Trepang Fishery.

39. P R O T E C T IO N  OF CER TA IN  SPECIES

The Director of Fisheries shall not license a person to take 

sedentary organisms other than oysters or trepang. :

40. M O N T H L Y  RETU RN S

J Where a person, is licensed to engage in a Sedentary Organisms 

Fishery, a condition shall be implied in the licence -

(a) that the licensee shall, within 14 days after the end of each, 

month, lodge with the Director of Fisheries a monthly return 

in a form approved by the Director of Fisheries;

(b ) that the form shall be duly completed; and

(c) that the information contained in the form shall be true and 
correct in every detail.

Division 8 - Fish Traps

41. N O  FISH TR APS  IN RIVERS

The Director of Fisheries shall not licence a person to take fish

14
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by using' a fish trap except in the waters of the sea, seawards of the 

seaward extremities of the mouths and estuaries of rivers -

42. CLEARIN G  FISH TR APS

. Where a person is licensed to take fish by using a fish trap, a 

•condition shall be implied in the licence that the licensee shall clear 

the trap on each falling- tide -

(a) in a depth of water sufficient to allow small fish to escape; 

and ! ’ ;
1

(b ) sufficiently often to ensure that fish are not stranded out of 
the water. • ■. ■

PA R T  IV - R E G IST R A T IO N  OF B O A T S

43. N O R T H E R N  T E R R IT O R Y  FISHERY  R E G IS T R A T IO N  -

(l j The Director of Fisheries shall not register a boat for' taking' 

prawns in the Northern Prawn Fishery, or renew the registration of a 

boat for taking prawns in that fishery ,' unless there is in respect of 

that boat a licence under section 9 of the Fisheries Act 1952 of the 

Commonwealth, being a licence that, by virtue of an endorsement 

under sub-section (4) of that section, extends to authorizing the 

taking of prawns in that fishery.

(2) The Director of Fisheries shall not. register a boat for 

trans-shipping prawns in the Northern Prawn Fishery, or renew the 

registration of a boat, for trans-shipping prawns in that fishery, 

unless there is in respect cf that boat a licence under section 9 of 

the Fisheries Act 1952 of the Commonwealth, being a licence that, by 

virtue of-.an endorsement under sub-section (4) of that section, 

extends to authorizing the carrying of prawns in. that fishery.

44. R E G IST R A T IO N  M ARKINGS

(1) The prescribed manner of marking a boat, whether it is a 

registered boat or a tender boat, for the purposes of section 12(2) of 

the Act, is to mark, and keep marked, the registration number of the 

boat -

(a) on the outside of the hull, on each side of the bow,, as high 

as practicable above the waterline, or on either side of the 

wheelhouse; and

(b ) if the boat has a wheelhouse or deck, on. top of the 
wheelhouse or foredeck,

in black characters on a yellow background, so that the registration 

number is conspicuous and cleariy identifiable from a distance with 

the naked eye. .

15
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(2) A registration number shall not be regarded as clearly 

identifiable for the purposes of sub-regulation (1) unless the letters 

and figures constituting the registration number are -

. (a) if the overall length of the boat exceeds 6 metres - not less 

than 40 centimetres high and not less than 5 centimetres in 

thickness of lettering; or

(b ) if the overall'length of the boat does not exceed 6 metre's - 

not less j than 15 centimetres high • and not less than 2
centimetres in thickness of lettering.

I

(3) Where aj boat is first registered under the Act,- the Director 

of Fisheries may, on such conditions he thinks fit, allow a period not 

exceeding 12 months. for compliance with this regulation and, where

he does so, Doat is adequately marked during that period if it

comph.es with those conditions.

45. M EANING  OF "TRANS- SHIP ’

For the purposes of the definitions of "landed" and "trans-ship" 

in section 5 of the Act -

(a) Gove Harbour;

(b ) Caledon Bay, northward of a line extending from Point .

. Alexander on a true bearing of 275°;

(c) Maria Island;

(d ) Port Essington;

(e) Paradise Bay; and

(f) Buckingham Bay, • • 

are prescribed places.

46. TRANS-SHIPPING-

(1) Where a boat is registered as a trans-shipping boat, a . 

condition shall be implied in the registration that the person who is in 

command of that boat, -

(a) shall not allow fish to be trans-shipped to the boat unless the 

fish are in containers that are marked with -

(i) the name or registration number of the boat that took 

them; and.

(ii) the date on which they were taken; and

(b ) shall maintain, and produce to a fisheries officer on demand, 

a true and correct record of all trans-shipping operations.

16
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(2 ) W here  an endorsement on the certificate of registration of a 

boat provides that the boat may be used as a trans-shipping boa't in 

the Northern Prawn . Fishery, a condition shall be implied in the 

registration that the person who is in command of the boat shall not, 

except under and in accordance with the approval of the Director of, 

Fisheries granted in an emergency, allow prawns to be trans-shipped 

to the boat within 60 nautical miles of a shore-based prawn processing 

factory at Darwin, Groote Eylandt or Bartalumba Bay. .

(3 ) Where an endorsement on the certificate of registration of a 

boat provides that the boat may be used as a ‘trans-shipping boat for 

fish other than prawns, a condition shall be implied in the 

registration that the person who is in command of the boat shall, not 

.allow prawns to be trans-shipped to the boat. ' .

PAR T  V  - E X O T IC  F ISH , FISH C U LT U R E , &c.

47. E X O T IC  FISH '

The fish, that are listed in the Table in this regulation are 

prescribed for the purposes of section 51(5) of the Act.

" T A B LE  ' ‘

Genus and species F amily Common name

Abramit.es microcephalus 

A noptichthys jordani 

A nostromus anostomus 

Aphvocharax rubripinnis 

Aphyosernion (all species) 

A pis to gram m a aga s s izi 

' A p i s to g ram m a ram i r e 2 i 
Astyanax mexlcanus

f I

A s ty an ax rub e r rim u s

Anostomidae

Characidae

Anostomidae

Characidae

C yp rino don tidae

Cichlidae
II

(see Anoptichthvs 

jordani) 

Characidae .

Balantiocheilus melsnopyrtus Cypri.nid.ae 

B arbodes everetti '

Barbodes fasciatus 

B a r b odes b e x a z o n. a 

B arbod.es late r i s t r i g a 

Barbodes pentazona.

Bedotia geayi 

B etta spjendens 
B rachydanio albolineatus •

Brae h y d a n io n ig r o f o a s c ia tu s 

B rachy danio rerio 

B rachy gobius xan thazona

Atherinaidae

Belontiidae

Cyprinidae

Gobiidae

Marbled. Headstander 

Blind Cavefish 

Striped Headstander 

Bloodfin

Lyre tails, Cularis, &c.

Dwarf Cichhd

Ram

Redfin Tetra 

Silver Shark 

Clown Barb 

Striped Barb 

Tiger Barb.
Spanner Barb 

Banded Barb 

Madagascar Rainbow 

Siamese Fighter (betta) 
Pearl Danio 
Spotted Danio 

Zebra Danio 

Bumblebee-

17
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Genus and species F amity Common name

Capoeta arulius 

Capoeta hulstaerti 

C apoeta melanampix 

Capoeta ollgolepis 

Capoeta partipentazona 

Capoeta semifasciolatus 

Capoeta tetrazona 

Capoeta. .titteya 

Carassius auratus 

Carnegiella (all species) 

Cheirodon axelrodi 

Chilodus puntatus 

Cohsa (all species)

Copeina arnoldi-

Copeina guttata

Copella arnoldi _. ■

Corydoras (all species) 

Corynoporaa rusei 

Ctenobrycon spiluru ‘ ■ '• 

Danio Malabaricus 

Epalzeorhynchus kallopterus 

Garra taeniata 

Gasteropelecus levis 

Gasteropeiecus sternicla 

Gymnocorymbus ternet-zi 

Gyrin 6cheilus aynionier 1 

H e le s t o m a tern rn i n c k i i 

Hemigrammus (all species) 

Hoplosternum littorale 

Iiyphessobrvcon (all species) 

Krypfopterus bicirrhis 

Labeo bicolor 

Leporinus fasciatus 

L epo riii u s m a cula tu s 

Me ga lamp hodus megalopterus 

Megalamphoclus s'.v~egiesi 

Micralestes intei rupt.us

Moenkhausia ohgolepis 

Moenkho.usia pitteri 
Moruhus chry sophekadion 

Nannostomus anomalus

Nannostomus beckfordi. 

Nannostomus marginatus 

Nann os tom us trifasciatus 

Nannostomus unifasciatus

Cyprinidae

Cyprinidae

Gasteropehdae

Charasidae

Anostomidae

Belontiidae

Lebiasinidae
11

(see Copeina 

arnoldi) 

Callichtyidae 

Characidae
U

Cyprinidae

Gasteropelecidae
1J

Characidae

Gyrinocheilidae ..

Helostomatidae
Characidae

Callichthyidae

Characidae

Siluridae

Cyprinidae

Anostomidae
11-

Characidae

(see Phen acogram-

rnus interruptus)

Characidae
t i

Cyprinidae 
(see Nannostomus 

beckfordi) 

Lebiasinidae

Longfin Barb 

Butterfly Barb 

Ember Barb 

Checker Barb 
Tiger Barb 

Half Striped Barb 

Tiger Barb 

Cherry Barb 

Goldfish

Hatchetfishes (4 species) 
Cardinal Tetra 

Spotted Headstander 

Dwarf Gourami, &c. 

Splash Tetra 

Redspot Copeina

Various Corydoras 

Swordtail Characin .
Silver Tetra 

Giant. Danio .

Flying Fox 

Siamese Flying Fox 

Silver Hatchetfish 

Hatchetfish

Black Tetra, Black Widow 

Algae Eater, Sucking Catfish 
Kisser, Kissing Gourami 

Tetra (6 species)

Hoplo Catfish 

Tetra (7 species)

Glass Catfish 

Redtail Shark 

Banded Leporinus 

Spotted Leporinus 

Black Phantom Tetra 

Swegles Tetra

Glass Tetra 

Diamond Tetra 

Black Shark

Pencilfish

Pencilfish

Three Striped Pencilfish 

One-line Pencilfish
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Nematobrvcon palmeri Ch.arac1.idae Emperor Tetra

Noernacheilus botia Cobiti.dae Mottled Loach

Noernacheiius fasciatus M Barred Loach

Nothobranchius Cyprinodontidae Fire- Killie & c . ,

( 2 - 1 0  species)

Otocinclus affinis Lorincariidae . Dwarf Otocinclus

Otocinclus arnoldi It Sucker Catfish

Pantodon buchholzi Pantodon tidae Butterflyfish

Paracheirodon innesi Characidae Neon Tetra

Pelvicachromis pulcher Cichhdae Kribensis
Phenacogrammus interruptus Characidae (iongo Tetra

Poecilia (Lebistes) Reticulata Poeceilidae Guppy

Poecilia(Molliensia)

(all species) 11 Molly

Poesilobrycon unifasciatus (see Nannostomus -

unifasciatus)

Poesilobrycon trifasciatus (see Nannostomus -■

• ! ' trifasciatus) ■

Pristelia riddlei ! ' Characidae Pristelia

Pterophyllum i Cichhdae Angelf ish

Puntius filamentosus • 1 Cyprinidae Black Spot Barb

Pun.lius gelius M Dwarf Barb-

Pun tin s n igrof a s ciatus t l Black Ruby Barb

Puntius stoliczkai . j 11 Stoliczka's Barb

Puntius ticto ! II Tic Tac Toe. Barb

Rasbora (all species) II ’ Rasbora, Harlequin

Scissortails

(14 species)

Sphaerichthvs osphroinenoides Belonitiidae Chocolate Gourami

Symphysodon (all species) Cichhdae Discusfish

Tanichthyes albohubes Cyprinidae White Clouds

Thayeria obhqua Characidae Penguinfish

Trichogaster leeri Belontiidae Pearl Gourami

Trichogaster microlepis 11 Moonbeam Gourami

Trichogaster pectoralis 11 Snakeskin Gourami

Trichogaster tx’ichopterus I I ■ Blue} Gourami

Trichop sis pumilis n Dwarf Gourami

Xiphophorous maculatus Poeceilidae Platy

Xiphophorous helleri Swordtail

Xiphophorous variatus 11 Platy

48. N O X IO U S  FISH

The fish that are listed in the' Table in this regulation are 

noxious fish. ‘ •

19



Fish and Fisheries

T A B LE

Genus and Species Common Name

Barbus schwanenfeldi 

Channa (all species) 

Cichlasoma coryphaenoides - 

C yprinus carpio 

Family Clari.idae (all species) 

Gambusia (all. species) 

Serasalmus, Pygopristis

Tinfoil Barb 

Snakehead 

Chocolate Cichlid 

European Carp 

Walking Catfish 

Mosquito fish 

Piranha
Pygocentrus (all species) 

Tilapia (ah species) Moutlibreeder

49. D ISEASE C O N T R O L , &c.

The Director of Fisheries shall not grant, renew or approve the 

transfer of - •

(a) a permit to bring into the Northern Territory. a live fish, or 

an egg; fry or larva of a fish; or

(b ) a Class C licence,

unless he is completely satisfied, having regard to the applicant's 

character, experience and reasons for making the application and to 

all other factors that in the opinion of the Director of Fisheries are 

relevant, that the proposed operation is viable and will not cause 

problems with the environment and disease control.

50. O U T D O O R  PONDS •

W here a person is licensed to culture or keep a live fish that is 

listed in the Table in reg'ulation 50, a condition shall, be implied in 

the licence that the licensee shall not keep that fish in an outdoor 

pond unless he has a permit to release it in the vicinity of the pond.

The fee for a matter specified in column 1 of the Table in this 
regulation is the fee specified in column 2 of the Table in relation to 

the matter.

PAR T  VI - M ISCELLANEOUS

D ivision 1 - Fees and Disposal of Fees

51. FEES
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T A B LE

Matter Fee

v  ■. . . .  $

Grant or renewal of - •

Class A 1 licence 25

Class A2 licence, other than a Class. A2 licence

granted to a tourist operator 25

Class A2 licence granted to a tourist operator 200

Class B licence 20

Class C licence 20

, Class D licence -

to engage in fishing using 3 amateur's pots ' 2.50

to engage in fishing using a beach seine 2.50

Grant or renewal of the registration of a boat 20

Approval of the transfer of a licence or of the ownership

- . of a boat 20

The making or renewal of an endorsement on a Class A1 

licence or on the renewal of a Class A1 licence 

the effect of which is to license a person -

. to engage in the Northern Prawn Fishery 25

to engage in the West of Cape Ford Prawn Fishery 25

to engage in the Internal Waters Prawn Fishery 25

to engage in the Crab Fishery 25

to engage in the Barramundi Fishery ' 75

. to engage in the Reef Fish and Mackerel Fishery 25

to engage in the Fin Fish Trawling Fishery 25

to engage in the Bait Fish Fishery 25
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Matter Fee

to engage in the Pearl Fishery

to engage in the Trepang Fishery

, to engage in the Wild Oyster Fishery

to take fish by using a fish trap

The making of an endorsement on a Class B licence

or on the renewal of a Class B licence, the effect 

of which is to hcense a person -

I
:• to-buy and process fish for export from Australia 

i • 

to buy and process fish otherwise than for export 

from Australia

.The making of an endorsement on the certificate 

of registration of a boat or on the renewal of 

the certificate of registration of a boat the 

effect of which is to register the boat for use -

in the Northern Prawn Fishery where the length 

overall of the boat is: .

less than 15 metres

not less than 15 metres but less than 17 metres

not less than 17 metres but less than 20 metres

not less than 20 metres, but less than 25 metres

not less than 25 metres

$
25

25

25

25

980

30

10 per 

metre 

or part 

thereof

17.50 per 

metre 

or part 

thereof.

25 per

metre 

or part 

thereof

37.50 per 
metre 
or part 

thereof

50 per 
metre 

or part 

thereof
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Matter Fee

in the West of Cape Ford Prawn Fishery 10

in the internal Waters Prawn. Fishery 10

in the Crab Fishery 10

in the Barramundi Fishery 10

in the Reef Fish and Mackerel Fishery 10

in the Fin Fish Trawling Fishery 10

in the Bait Fish Fishery 10

in the Pearl Fishery 10

in the Trepang Fishery 10

as a trans-shipping boat in the Northern Prawn

Fishery 500

as a trans-shipping boat in fisheries

other than the Northern Prawn Fishery . 250

52. D ISPOSAL  OF FEES

For the purposes of section 7 1 (l )(b ) of the Act - 

I (a) the prescribed percentage of licence fees is 0%;

(b ) the prescribed percentage of renewal of licence fees is 0%;

(c) the prescribed percentage of transfer fees is 0%;

(dj the prescribed percentage of permit fees is 0%;.a.nd

. (e) the prescribed percentage of lease rentals is 0%.

Division 2 - Miscellaneous

53. IN C O R P O R A T E D  LICENSEES

(1) Where an applicant for a Class A1 licence, or a proposed 

transferee of a Class A1 licence, is an incorporated person, the 

Director of Fisheries' shall not grant the licence, or approve • the 

transfer, unless -
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(a) a natural''person who is the holder of a Class A2 licence is. 

nominated as the person who will, for the purposes of section 

35(1) of the Act, at all times be in the vicinity' of and 

maintain direct'physical control, of the fishing' operations of 
the proposed licensee; ■ •

(b ) the Director of Fisheries is satisfied that, the nominated 
person - . ■ •

(i) is competent to control the. fishing operations of the 

proposed licensee; and !

(ii) will in fact control them, having regard to the structure, 

ownership and management of the proposed ■ licensee and 

in particular to the ability of the nominated person to 

influence the policy of the proposed licensee.

(2) Where a Class A1 licence is granted or transferred to an 

incorporated person, the licensee shall be deemed to be in the 

vicinity of and in direct physical, control of its fishing operations for 

the purposes of-section 35(1) of the Act if, and .only if, the person 

nominated. for the pui’poses of sub-regulation (1) in relation to the 

licence is in the vicinity of and. in direct physical control of the 
fishing operations.

54. S ICK , & c . , LICENSEES

(1) For the purposes of section 35(3) of the Act, the Director of 

Fisheries may, where a Clas-s A1 licensee or a person who is 

nominated for the purposes of regulation 59 is deceased, sick, aged 

or temporarily absent, approve the carrying on of the fishing 

operations of the licensee for a period by a Class A2 licensee.

(2) Where the Director of Fisheries approves a person for the 

purposes of sub-regulation (1) in relation to a licence -

(a) the licensee shall be deemed to be in the vicinity of and in 

.. direct physical control of his fishing operations for the

purposes of section 35(1) of the Act if, and only if, the 

person so approved is in the vicinity of and in direct 

physical control of the fishing operations; and

(b ) for the purposes of paragraph (a ), if the. licensee is 

deceased, the executor or administrator of the estate of the 

licensee shall be deemed during the period of the approval to 
be the licensee.

55. POSSESSION  O F 'B A R R A M U N D I

Barramundi is prescribed for- the purposes of section 74 of the

Act.



Fish and Fisheries

56. P R O T E C T E D  FISH

(1) A  person shall not fish for or take -

(a) a turtle; or

(b ) a dugong.

Penalty: $1,000.

| . ■

(2) Sub-regulation (1) does not prohibit an Aboriginal who 

lawfully takes a turtle by reason of section 93 of the Act from selling 

the shell or using the shell for commercial purposes.

57. FISH POTS

A . Class Al 

subject to the app

licensee shall not use a fish-pot except with and 

roval of the Director of Fisheries.

58. GEAR  FOR T O U R IST  O P E R A T O R S
- I ' *
i

Where a tourist operator holds a Class- Al licence, a provision 

shall be implied in the licence, unless the. contrary intention appears, 

that, while the Class. Al licensee is not acting as a tourist operator, 

he may use professional fishing gear.
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Matter Fee •
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