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NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA 

Regulations 1981, No. 10* 

Rules of Court under the Supreme Court Act 

We, the undersigned Judges, hereby make the following Rules of 
Court under the Supreme Court Act. 

Dated this 21st day of April, 1981. 

W .E.S. Forster C.J. 
J .H. Muirhead J. 
J. Toohey J. 

Judges of the 
Supreme Court 

AMENDMENTS OF THE LOCAL COURT RULES 

1. COMMENCEMENT 

These Rules shall come into operation on the date of commtl)Qe\­

ment of the Local Courts Act (No. 2) 1979. 

2. SECOND SCHEDULE 

The Local Court Rules are amended by omitting the Second 
Schedule and substituting the following: 
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Local Court Rules 

A. Where the subject-matter does not exceed . . . . . . 

16. Replevm bond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

17. Notice under Part X or filing affidavit under Part X 

$ 

15 

15 

18. Taxing costs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

19. Obtaining or registering a certificate of judgment or 
preparing an order for commission for signature 10 

These allowances include in each case, where 
appropriate, the instructions for and preparation 
of documents to lead to issue, attenda"l.ces to issue, 
file and serve and copies for counsel t~ settle and 
for brief. 

$ 

B. Where the subject-matter exceeds 2,000 
but does not exceed 5,000 

Documents 

L Summons except interlocutory summons 135 

2. Appearance other than appearance stating 
grounds of defence .. . . .. . . . . . . . . 10 

3. Appearance stating grounds of defence .. 100 

4. Affidavit of good defence where no 
grounds of defence previously stated 100 

5. Defence to counter-claim .. . . . . . . . . 25 

6. Reply when, in opinion of the Taxing 
Officer, it was necessary to file one 15 

7 . Summons to witness 10 

8. Interpleader summons 20 

9. Third party notice .. 25 

3 

$ 

5,000 

150 

10 

140 

140 

30 

20 

15 

25 

30 



Local Court Rules 

B. Where the subject-matter exceeds 
but does not exceed 

10. Contribution notice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

11. Interrogatories and perusing answers 

12. Answers to interrogatories . . . . . . . . 

13. Notice to admit or admissions pursuant to 
notice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

14~ Request for discovery ..... . 

15. List of documents on discovery .. 

16. Notice to produce . . . . . . . . . . . . 

17. Notice of admission of liability or 
payment into Court .. 

18. Request for judgment .. 

19. Notice to found action .. 

$ 

2,000 
5,000 

20 

45 

45 

20 

15 

25 

15 

Notice by claimant to bailiff under Part X 

These allowances include in each case, where 

15 

15 

1.5 

15 

the instructions for and preparation 
do,cwnm1ts to lead to attendances to 

se1rvc~ a:na co101Eis for counsel 

Attendances 

21. To sign judgment in default .. . . . . . . 10 

22. In Court where, in the opinion of the 
Taxing Officer, the attendance of a 
solicitor as well as counsel is justified -

Per hour or part of hour .. . . . . . . .. 20 

23. To accept· service of summons and under-
take to appear . . .. . . 5 

On counsel on conference 25 

25. To obtain certificate of judgment or 
order UI1der section 156 .. . . . . . . 10 

4 

$ 

5,000 

25 

65 

65 

25 

20 

30 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

15 

25 

10 

30 

15 
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Local Court Rules 

B. Where the subject-matter exceeds 
but does not exceed 

Such sum as the Taxing Officer thinks 
proper but not exceeding ....... . 

Provided that in exceptional cases the 
Taxing Officer may allow an amount 
not exceeding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Counsel Fees 

36. To settle summons, appearance, defence, 
counter-claim, reply, third party 
notice, interrogatories or answers 
to interrogatories when, in the 
opinion of the Taxing Officer, such 
settling was reasonably necessary .. 

37. On conference . . . . . . 

38. To advise on evidence 

39. On opinion as to compromise requiring 
approval of Court: 

Such sum as the Taxing Officer thinks 
proper but not exceeding . . . . . . 

40. On brief including the first 5 hours 
in court ................. . 

Subsequent hour or part of an hour 
in court ................... . 

41. On brief when it was proper to deliver 
brief but action settled before hearing 
called on in Court for consent judgment. 
( this fee to include advice as to settle-

$ 

2,000 
5,000 

300 

500 

30 

30 

30 

70 

275 

40 

ment). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150 

42. To hear judgment if further argument re­
quired on a matter other than costs 

Disbursements 

30 

$ 

5,000 

450 

600 

40 

40 

40 

100 

350 

50 

200 

40 

Such out•of-pocket expenses as are not otherwise provided for in the 
Act or Rules properly incurred, as the Judge, Magistrate or 
Taxing Officer shall allow. 
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Local Court Rules 

For service of a document a practitioner shall be entitled to the same 
fee as that allowed to a bailiff. 

As between party and party, the amount recoverable or the value of 
the property in litigation shall regulate the scale of the plain tiff's 
costs, and the amount claimed or the value of the property in 
litigation shall regulate the scaie of the defendant's costs. 

As between solicitor anq client, the amount claimed or the value of 
the property in litigation shall regulate the scale without refer­
ence to the result. 

ff 

3. APPLICATION 

The Local Court Rules as amended by these Rules apply in rela­
tion to causes, matters or proceedings commenced or instituted on or 
after the date of commencement of these Rules and, notwithstanding 
ail amendment effected by these Rules, the Local Court Rules, as in 
force immediately before that date, continue to apply in respect of 
causes, matters or proceedings commenced or instituted before that 
date as though these Rules {other than this rule) had not come into 
operation. 

7 


