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NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA 

Regulations 1984, No./.* 

By-laws under the Territory Parks and 
Wildlife Conservation Act 

The Conservation Commission of the Northern Territory, in 
pursuance of section 71 of the Territory Parks and Wild­
life Conservation Act, at a meeting held on the 14th day 
of December, 1983 t made the following by- laws and, for 
the purposes of section 63(2) of the Interpretation Act, 
authorized Alexis Bishaw, its Chairman, to sign them. 

Dated this 22nd day of December, 1983. 

A. BISHAW 
Chairman 

TERRITORY PARKS AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BY-LAWS 

PART I - PRELIMINARY 

1. CITATION 

These By-laws may be cited as the Territory Parks and 
Wildlife Conservation By-laws. 

2. REPEAL 

The By-laws specified in Schedule 1 are repealed. 

3. DEFINITIONS 

In these By-laws, unless the contrary intention 
appears -

on 

"authorized receptacle" means a receptacle for the 
disposal of rubbish provided on a park or 
reserve; 

"camping area" means a part of a park or reserve 
designated under by-law 8(1} as a camping area; 

the Northern Territory Government Gazette 
, 1984. 

G. L DUFFIELD, Govemmant Printer of the Northam Territory 
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"firearm" means a firearm within the meaning of the 
Firearms Act; 

"motor vehicle" has the same meaning as in the 
Traffic Act; 

"provided" means provided by the Commission; 

"vehicle" has the same meaning as in the Traffic Act; 

"vehicle pound" means a yard or other place declared 
under by-law 36 to be a vehicle pound; 

"weapon" means an instrument capable of inflicting 
harm to a person or wildlife, and includes a 
device that is capable of discharging a pro­
jectile. 

4. APPLICATION OF BY-LAWS 

These By-laws apply to, and in relation to, all parks 
and reserves. 

PART II - ACCESS TO PARKS AND RESERVES 

5. HOURS OF OPENING 

( 1) Subject to by- law 6, unless otherwise provided 
in its plan of management, a park or reserve shall be open 
to the public -

(a) where the park or reserve is specified in 
Schedule 2 - during the times specified therein 
in respect of that park or reserve; or 

(b) where the park or reserve is not specified in 
Schedule 2 - at all times. 

(2) A person shall not, without reasonable excuse, 
enter or remain on a park or reserve other than at a time 
during which the park or reserve is open to the public. 

Penalty: $500. 

6. ACCESS TO PARKS AND RESERVES 

(1) The Commission may prohibit access to a park or 
reserve or part of a park or reserve if it is of the 
opinion that -

(a) public safety may be endangered; 

(b) the protection and preservation of the park or 
reserve or that part of the park or reserve may 
be interfered with; or 

(c) disadvantage to the good order and management of 
the park or reserve may be caused, 
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by access to the park or reserve or that part of the park 
or reserve. 

(2) The Commission may prohibit access to a park or 
reserve or part of a park or reserve by a person or 
persons included in a class of persons where it is of the 
opinion that -

(a) public safety may be endangered; or 

( b) the protection and preservation of the park or 
reserve or that part of the park or reserve may 
be interfered with, 

by access to the park or reserve or that part of the park 
or reserve by that person or persons inc 1 uded in that 
class of persons. 

(3) Notice of a prohibition under clause (1) or (2) 
shall be -

(a) published in a newspaper circulating in the area 
in which the park or reserve is situated; and 

(b) prominently displayed at all entrances to the 
park or reserve or part of the park or reserve 
to which the prohibition relates. 

(4) A person who, or a person included in a class of 
persons which, is prohibited under clause (1) or (2) from 
entering a park or reserve or part of a park or reserve 
shal 1 not enter the park or reserve or that part of the 
park or reserve. 

Penalty: $1,000. 

(5) It is a defence to d prosecution for an offence 
against clause (4) if the defendant proves that his 
presence in the park or reserve or the part of the park or 
reserve was -

(a) due to the existence of an emergency; or 

(b) unavoidable by the taking of reasonable care. 

7. PROHIBITION OF SWIMMING IN CERTAIN AREAS 

(1) The Commission may declare an area of water in a 
park or reserve to be a prohibited area if it is of the 
opinion that the entry of a person into that area of water 
would be likely to -

(a) result in the exposure of the person to danger 
or to a health hazard; or 

(b) give rise to circumstances constituting a hazard 
to the health or safety of other persons. 
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(2) Where the Commission makes a declaration under 
clause (1), it shall cause to be erected, as close to the 
area of water as is reasonably practicable, a sign 
bearing -

(a) the words "ENTRY TO WATER PROHIBITED"; arid 

(b) a description of the area of water. 

(3) A person shall not enter an 
respect of which a declaration is 
clause (1). 

Penalty: $1,000. 

8. CAMPING 

area of water in 
in force under 

( 1) The Commission may, by means of clearly marked 
signs, designate an area within a park or reserve as a 
camping area. 

(2) A person shall not camp in a park or reserve 
otherwise than in a camping area unless he is the holder 
of a camping permit granted under clause (3). 

(3) The Commission may, on application by a person, 
grant to the person a camping permit. 

(4) A camping permit granted to a person may be 
subject to such conditions as the Commission thinks fit 
and, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, may 
include conditions relating to -

(a) the area in which, and the period during which, 
the person may camp; and 

(b) the mode of travel that shall be adopted by the 
person in reaching the area in which he is 
permitted to camp. 

(5) A person who is the holder of a camping permit 
shall not camp in a park or reserve otherwise than -

(a) in accordance with the camping permit; or 

(b) in a camping area. 

Penalty for an offence against this section: $1,000 
and $100 for each day during which the 
offence continues. 

9. USE OF POWERED VESSELS 

(1) The Commission may, if it is of the opinion that 
the use of vessels propelled by power, or vessels included 
in a class of vessels propelled by power, would be likely 
to damage a park or reserve or interfere with the manage­
ment of wildlife or with the enjoyment or safety of other 
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persons, determine that an area of water in a park or 
reserve is an area in which the use of vessels -

(a) propelled by power; or 

(b) included in a class of vessels propelled by 
power, 

is prohibited. 

(2) The power of the Commission to specify a vessel 
or a class of vessels propelled by power includes a power 
to specify a class by reference to -

(a) the manner in which the vessel or the class of 
vessels is so propelled; and 

(b) the type, size, capacity or power of the engine 
by which the vessel or class of vessels is so 
propelled. 

(3} Where the Commission makes a determination under 
clause (1), it shall cause to be erected, as close to 
the area of water as is reasonably practicable, a sign 
bearing -

(a) the words "POWER BOATS PROHIBITED"; 

(b} where the determination relates to vessels 
included in a class of vessels propelled by 
power - a description of the class of vessels 
the use of which is prohibited; and 

(c) a description of the area of water. 

(4) The Commission may issue a permit for the use of 
a vessel propelled by power on an area of water in respect 
of which a determination under clause (l}(a) is in force. 

(5) Subject to clause (4), a person shall not -

(a) use a vessel propelled by power on an area of 
water in respect of which a determination under 
clause (l)(a) is in force; or 

(b) where a determination in respect of a class of 
vessels propelled by power is in force, use a 
vessel included in that class of vessels on an 
area of water in respect of which the deter­
mination is in force. 

Penalty: $500. 

(6) It is a defence to a prosecution for an offence 
against clause (5) if the defendant proves that the use of 
the vessel or, in the case of an offence against clause 
(S)(b), the use of a vessel included in a class of vessels 
in respect of which a determination is in force, was due 
to the existence of an emergency. 
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10. FEES AND CHARGES 

(1) The fees set out in Schedule 3 shall be payable 
in respect of the activities specified therein. 

(2) A person shall not participate in or undertake 
an activity in respect of which a fee is fixed under 
Schedule 3 without having first paid that fee. 

Penalty: $100. 

( 3) A fee is not refundable where permission to 
participate in or undertake an activity in a park or 
reserve is revoked, or the person paying the fee does not 
take advantage of the facility or service for which he has 
paid. 

PART III - CONTROL OF ACTIVITIES 

11. FIRES 

(1) The Commission may -

(a) determine a period during which a total fire ban 
shall be in force in a park or reserve or part 
of a park or reserve; or 

(b) by means of a sign or other notification, pro­
hibit the lighting, maintaining or use of a fire 
in a place or area -

(i) specified in the sign or notice; or 

(ii) other than places or areas provided for the 
lighting of fires. 

(2) A person shall not in a park or reserve light, 
maintain or use a fire where -

(a) a total fire ban under clause (1) is in force; 
or 

(b) a sign or other notification is displayed or 
given, 

in respect of the park or reserve or the part of the park 
or reserve, or the place or area to which the ban, sign or 
other notification applies. 

Penalty: $2,000. 

(3) A person shall not, in a park or reserve -

(a) leave unattended a fire which he has lit or 
used; or 
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(b) fail to extinguish a fire which he has lit or 
used, before leaving it unattended. 

Penalty: $1,000. 

(4) It is a defence to a prosecution for an offence 
against clause (3) if the defendant had, before leaving 
the fire, arranged with a person apparently over the age 
of 18 years who also used or was using the fire for that 
person to remain at the place where the fire was and not 
leave that fire until that person has -

(a) thoroughly extinguished the fire; or 

(b) made a similar arrangement with another person 
apparently over the age of 18 years who used or 
was using the fire. 

(5) For the purpose of this by-law, "fire" means a 
fire consuming a gaseous, liquid or solid fuel. 

12. DEPOSIT OF WASTE MATTER 

A person shall not in a park or reserve -

(a) deposit rubbish or litter (not being rubble or 
household or industrial waste) elsewhere than in 
an authorized receptacle; or 

(b) deposit or discharge -

(i) rubble or household or industrial waste; or 

(ii) noxious, offensive or polluting substances 
or material, 

elsewhere than in an area provided by means of a sign or 
other notification for the purpose. 

Penalty: $1,000 and $100 for each day during which 
the offence continues. 

13. TRADE AND COMMERCE 

(1) A person shall not in a park or reserve carry on 
trade or commerce without a permit granted by the 
Commission. 

Penalty: $1,000 and $100 for each day during which 
the offence continues. 

(2) An application for a permit to carry on trade or 
commerce in a park or reserve shall be made in writing to 
the Commission and shall state -

(a) the name and business address of the applicant; 

(b) the type of trade or commerce which the appli­
cant proposes to carry on; 
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(c) the park or reserve or part of a park or reserve 
where the applicant proposes to carry on trade 
or commerce; and 

(d) such other matters as the Commission may 
require. 

(3) The Commission may, on receipt of an application 
under clause (2), decline to grant a permit, grant a 
permit or grant a permit subject to conditions. 

( 4) A permit granted under clause ( 3) shall be -

(a) valid for the period specified in the permit; 
and 

(b) subject to such terms and conditions, if any, as 
the Commission thinks fit and specifies in the 
permit. 

(5) The Commission may determine the fee or royalty 
payable on the granting of a permit. 

( 6) For the purposes of this by- law, "trade or 
commerce" includes selling, offering or exposing for sale 
any article, plying for hire any goods or services, photo­
graphy for commercial purposes and the conduct of a tour, 
safari or excursion. 

14. FIREARMS, EXPLOSIVES, TRAPS, &c. 

(1) A person shall not -
(a) use or carry -

(i) a firearm or other weapon; 

(ii) a trap or snare; 

(iii) a net or speargun; or 

(iv) ammunition or explosives; or 

(b) lay a bait or poison, 

in a park or reserve unless he has first obtained from the 
Commission a permit to do so. 

(2) A person shall not discharge a firearm into a 
park or reserve from outside the boundary of the park or 
reserve. 

(3) A person who has in his possession an item 
referred to in clause (1) in respect of which he does not 
have a permit shall, at or as soon as practicable after, 
his entry to a park or reserve, report the possession to 
the conservation officer in charge of the park. 
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( 4) A person referred to in clause ( 3) shal 1, on 
being requested by a conservation officer, surrender an 
item referred to in that clause to the conservation 
officer who shall retain it whilst the person remains in 
the park or reserve. 

(5) A conservation officer may seize an item 
referred to in clause (1) which he has reason to suspect 
is or has been used in contravention of these By-laws or a 
permit referred to in that clause. 

Penalty for an offence against this by-law: $1,000. 

15. METAL DETECTORS 

(1) A person shall not use or carry a device 
manufactured for the purpose of detecting metals in a park 
or reserve unless he has first obtained from the 
Commission a permit to do so. 

(2) A person who has in his possession a device 
referred to in clause (1) in respect of which he does not 
have a permit shall, at or as soon as practicable after, 
his entry to a park or reserve, report the possession to 
the conservation officer in charge of the park. 

( 3) A person referred to in clause ( 2) shal 1, on 
being requested by a conservation officer, surrender a 
device referred to in that clause to the conservation 
officer who shall retain it whilst the person remains in 
the park or reserve. 

(4) A conservation officer may seize a device 
referred to in clause (1) which he has reason to suspect 
is or has been used in contravention of these By-laws or a 
permit referred to in that clause. 

Penalty for an offence against this by-law: $500. 

16. CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES 

A person shall not carry, have in his possession or 
disperse or lay (whether from an aircraft or by other 
means) a chemical substance with intent to cause harm to 
wildlife in a park or reserve. 

Penalty: $5,000. 

17. WILDLIFE 

(1) Subject to clause (3), a person shall not, in a 
park or reserve, damage, injure, destroy or interfere with 
an animal. 

Penalty: $2,000. 

(2) Subject to clause (3), a person shall not, 
without a permit from the Commission, remove an animal 
from a park or reserve. 
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Penalty: $2,000. 

(3) 
relation 
injures, 
reserve -

Clauses (1) and (2) do not 
to a person who interferes 

destroys or removes an animal 

apply to or in 
with, damages, 
from a park or 

(a) being fish - in accordance with clause 21; 

(b) being an animal, the subject of an approval 
under clause 22; or 

(c) in compliance with the terms and conditions of a 
permit under these By-laws. 

18. DISTURBANCE OF NATURAL FEATURES 

(1) Subject to clause (2), a person shall not, in a 
park or reserve -

(a) dig or otherwise interfere with any soil, stone 
or other material forming part of the park or 
reserve; or 

(b) remove, mark, damage, 
interfere with a -

deface or otherwise 

(i) rock or natural feature; or 

(ii) tree, shrub or plant whether or not planted 
by the Commission, 

except as provided in a plan of management in force under 
the Act. 

Penalty: $5,000 and $100 for each day during which 
the offence continues. 

(2) Subject to clauses (3) and (4) and to any 
condition endorsed on a permit to camp granted under 
by-law 8, a person may collect dead wood within a park or 
reserve for the purpose of a fire for cooking or providing 
warmth. 

(3) The Commission may, by means of a sign or other 
notification, designate an area where the collection of 
dead wood is prohibited. 

(4) A person shall not collect dead wood 
purpose of removal from a park or reserve 
elsewhere. 

Penalty: $500. 

19. WATER 

A person shall not in a park or reserve -
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(a) take water, otherwise than for immediate 
domestic use in the park or reserve by him or 
persons accompanying him, or in accordance with 
the conditions attached to a permit to camp in 
that park or reserve, from a river, watercourse 
or natural water storage; 

(b) dam or divert a river or watercourse; 

(c) pump or siphon off water from a lake, river, 
watercourse or natural water storage for use in 
an agricultural, industrial or other enterprise; 
or 

(d) foul or pollute a lake, river, watercourse or 
natural water storage, 

except in accordance with the conditions of a permit 
granted by the Commission. 

Penalty: $5,000 and $1,000 for each day during which 
the offence continues. 

20. INTRODUCTION OF PLANTS 

A person shal 1 not take into a park or reserve a 
plant except -

(a) as food intended for consumption by him or a 
person accompanying him; or 

(b) in accordance with -

(i) a plan of management for that park or 
reserve in force under the Act; or 

(ii) a permit granted by the Commission. 

Penalty: $1,000. 

21. FISHING 

(1) The Commission may, in respect of a lake, river, 
watercourse or a re a of water in a park or reserve , by -

(a) notice in the Gazette; or 

(b) a clearly marked sign so indicating, 

prohibit fishing in that lake, river, watercourse or area 
of water. 

(2) A notice or sign under clause (1) may specify -

(a) the type of equipment for, or method of, fishing 
that is prohibited; and 

(b) the kinds of fish that shall not be taken, 
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in or from a lake, river, watercourse or area of water. 

(3) A person who contravenes or fails to comply with 
a notice or sign under clause (2) is guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: $1,000. 

(4) A person shall not carry or have in his pos­
session fishing equipment in any place within 200 m of a 
lake, river, watercourse or area of water that is 
prohibited to fishing. 

Penalty: $1,000. 

(5) Clauses (1) and (4) do not apply to a person who 
has been granted a permit by the Commission to -

( a) fish in a place referred to in clause (1); or 

(b) have in his possession fishing equipment within 
200 m of such place, 

for scientific research or other approved purposes. 

22. INTRODUCTION OF ANIMALS 

(1) A person shall not take or allow an animal under 
his control to go into a park or reserve except -

(a) with the written approval of the Commission; 

(b) in accordance with a notice of the Commission 
published in the Gazette; 

( c) in accordance with a permit to do so issued 
under by-law 52; or 

(d) in accordance with a sign erected by the 
Commission in an area permitting animals in that 
area. 

(2) A person who takes a dog into a park or reserve, 
as permitted by clause (1), shall ensure that the dog -

(a) is securely held on a leash, not being a running 
leash; 

(b) does not enter any water in the park or reserve; 

(c) does not enter a building, 
residence; 

not being a 

(d) does not annoy other persons using the park or 
reserve; 

(e) is confined within a vehicle; or 

( f) is confined within the premises or yard of a 
residence. 

12 
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(3) A person who takes a horse into a park or 
reserve shall ensure that the horse -

(a} is at all times under the control of a rider, is 
securely tethered, or is confined to a yard or 
enclosure provided for the purpose; 

(b) 

(c} 

is ridden in a manner so as not to 
other persons or wildlife in the 
reserve; 

endanger 
park or 

remains 
reserve 
notice, 
(1); or 

within those places in the park or 
which are identified by the approval, 
permit or sign referred to in clause 

(d) is confined to a horse float or other con­
veyance. 

Penalty for an offence against this by-law: $1,000. 

23. INTERFERENCE WITH PROPERTY, &c., OF COMMISSION 

(1) A person shall not move, damage, remove or 
deface any barrier or fence which has been erected by or 
on behalf of the Commission. 

(2) A person shall not move, damage, remove, deface 
or otherwise interfere with a -

(a) building or structure being the property of the 
Commission or a lessee from the Commission; or 

(b) property used for the purposes of the Com­
mission. 

Penalty for an offence against this by-law: $1,000. 

24. BEHAVIOUR OF PUBLIC 

A person shall not in a park or reserve -

(a) create a disturbance 
disturb, interrupt or 
engaged in the proper 
reserve; 

or wilfully obstruct, 
annoy another person 
use of the park or 

(b) use or cause to be used to the annoyance of 
another person a portable generator, electrical 
equipment or a loudspeaker, radio, tape recorder 
or similar device; · 

( c) behave in a disorderly, indecent or offensive 
manner; or 

(d) use offensive or indecent language. 

Penalty: $500. 
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25. PUBLIC MEETINGS, &c. 

A person shall not in a park or reserve organize, 
hold or cause to be held a public meeting, demonstration, 
public entertainment, fete or similar gathering of people 
unless he has first obtained a permit to do so granted by 
the Commission. 

Penalty: $1,000. 

26. MOVEMENT OF OBJECTS 

A person shall not in a park or reserve throw, roll 
or discharge any object so that any person or wildlife is 
or may be put in danger or fear, or any damage to the park 
or reserve or any property therein is or may be caused. 

Penalty: $1,000. 

27. PROTECTION OF PAINTINGS, &c. 

A person shall not, in a park or reserve, remove, 
interfere with or take an impression of an Aboriginal 
painting or historic painting, carving, object, structure 
or relic without the written approval of the Commission. 

Penalty: $5,000. 

PART IV - USE OF VEHICLES, VESSELS 
AND AIRCRAFT 

28. DRIVING AND RIDING OFF ROADS 

(1) A person shall not, otherwise than in accordance 
with the conditions of a permit granted by the Commission, 
drive or cause to be driven in a park or reserve any 
vehicle except on a road, an area designated under 
by-law 8(1) for camping or an area designated under 
by-law 51 as a parking area. 

(2) A person shall not, otherwise than in accordance 
with the conditions of a permit granted by the Commission, 
ride a horse in a park or reserve except on a road, a 
designated bridle path or parking area OT an area desig­
nated for equestrian purposes. 

Penalty for an offence against this by-law: $1,000. 

29. PARKING OF VEHICLES 

(1) Subject to clause (2) and by-law 28{1} a person 
shall not park, stand or leave a vehicle otherwise than on 
a road or designated parking or camping area. 

(2) Where a "No Parking" sign bearing an arrow is 
erected on the side of a road or track, a person shall not 
park a vehicle on that side of the road or track between 
the sign and -

14 
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(a) the nearest intersect.ion or junction of that 
road or track with another road or track 
situated in the direction indicated by the arrow 
on the sign; or 

(b) the nearest parking sign situated on that side 
of the road or track in the direction indicated 
by the arrow of the first-mentioned sign, 
whichever is the closer to the first-mentioned 
sign. 

Penalty for an offence against this by- law: $100. 

SPEEDING 

(1) A person 
vehicle without due 

shall 
care 

not drive, ride 
and attention or 

or impel a 
at a speed -

(a) greater than that displayed on a sign or notice 
erected, placed or displayed under by-law 51 in 
that park or reserve; or 

(b) that is or may be dangerous to the public. 

Penalty: $500. 

(2) Where a speed limit sign is erected on the left 
hand side of a road or track so that it faces an approach­
ing driver of a vehicle on his left, the maximum speed 
applicable in relation to the road or track between that 
speed limit. sign and another speed limit sign or a speed 
limit derestriction sign erected on the same side of the 
road or track and facing in the same direct.ion is a speed 
of a number of kilometres per hour equal to the number 
represented by the figures on the first-mentioned speed 
limit sign. · 

(3) In this by-law, '*speed limit sign" and "speed 
limit derestriction sign" respectively means a speed limit 
sign and speed limit derestriction sign within the meaning 
of the Traffic Act. 

31. USE OF WATERBORNE VESSELS 

(1) A person shall not on a lake, river, watercourse 
or area of water in a park or reserve, ride, drive or 
impel a vessel without due care and attention or at a 
speed -

(a) greater than that displayed on a sign erected, 
placed or displayed under by- law 51, if any, 
erected, placed or displayed in, on, or in 
relation to that lake, river, watercourse or 
area of water; or 

(b) that is or may be dangerous to the public. 
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(2) A person shall not moor a vessel in a place on a 
lake, river, watercourse or area of water, other than at a 
place, designated by a sign erected, placed or displayed 
under by-law 51, for that purpose. 

Penalty for an offence against this by-law: $500. 

32. OPERATION OF AIRCRAFT AND HOVERCRAFT, &c. 

(1) Subject to clause (2}, a person shall not -

(a) land or use a hang glider, fixed or rotary wing 
aircraft, gas balloon or hovercraft in a park or 
reserve; or 

{b) drop or deliver a person or object into a park 
or reserve from an aircraft, gas balloon or 
hovercraft, 

except -

( c) in an area set aside for such purposes by the 
Commission; 

(d) with the written approval of the Commission; 

(e) in accordance with the conditions of a permit 
granted by the Commission; or 

(f) in the case of an emergency. 

Penalty: $1,000. 

{2) The Commission may, by notice in the Gazette, 
define an area or areas in a park or reserve which may be 
used for a purpose referred to in clause (1). 

33. TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENT NOTICES 

(1) In this by-law -

" alleged of fender" means a person who a conservation 
officer reasonably believes has committed a 
traffic infringement; 

"the Registrar" has the same meaning as in the 
Traffic Act; 

"traffic infringement" means an infringement against 
the by-law relating to the driving or parking of 
a vehicle in a park or reserve; 

"traffic infringement notice'' means a traffic 
infringement notice issued in pursuance of this 
by-law. 

(2) A conservation officer may serve on an alleged 
offender a traffic infringement notice in accordance with 
this by-law. 
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(3) A traffic infringement notice may be served by -

(a) personally handing the notice to the alleged 
offender; 

(b) sending the notice by post addressed to the 
alleged offender at his last-known place of 
residence or business; or 

( c) securely placing or affixing the notice in a 
conspicuous position on a vehicle the subject of 
a traffic infringement. 

(4) A traffic infringement notice shall have clearly 
shown on it -

(a) the day, time and place of the alleged traffic 
infringement; 

(b) the nature of the alleged traffic infringement 
and the penalty payable for that infringement; 

(c) the place or places at which the penalty may, in 
accordance with these By-laws, be paid; 

(d) the date of the notice and a statement that the 
penalty may be paid within a period of 28 days 
after that date; arid 

(e) such other particulars, 
Commission thinks fit. 

if any, as the 

( 5) For the purposes of this By-law, the penalty 
payable in respect of a traffic infringement is $25. 

(6) Unless the appropriate penalty has been paid, a 
traffic infringement notice may be withdrawn, at any time 
within 28 days after the service of that traffic infringe­
ment notice by sending a writ ten notice by post to the 
last-known place of residence or business of the alleged 
offender signed by the Director stating that the traffic 
infringement notice is withdrawn. 

(7) A notice of withdrawal of a traffic infringement 
notice addressed, signed and sent in accordance with 
sub-section (6) takes effect on the day of receipt. 

(8) In the prosecution of proceedings against an 
alleged offender, the production of a certificate signed 
by the Director stating that on a specified date he signed 
a notice of withdrawal of a specified traffic infringement 
notice, is evidence of the matters stated in that 
certificate. 

(9) Subject to clause (12), if, before the 
expiration of the period specified in a traffic infringe­
ment notice for the payment of a penalty, the amount of 
the penalty shown on the traffic infringement notice is 
paid at the place specified in that notice -

17 



Territory Parks and Wildlife Conservation By-laws 

(a) the alleged offender shall be deemed 
expiated the infringement by payment 
penalty; 

to 
of 

have 
the 

(b) no further proceedings shall be taken in respect 
of the traffic infringement; and 

(c) no record shall be kept of a conviction for the 
infringement. 

(10) Where a person tenders a cheque in payment of a 
penalty under this by-law at, or sends it by post to, the 
place specified in the traffic infringement notice, 
payment shall be deemed not to be made unless and until 
the cheque is honoured upon presentation. 

(11) Notwithstanding anything contained in this 
by- law, where, no later than the day be fore the date on 
which, in accordance with clause (6), a notice of 
withdrawal of a traffic infringement notice takes effect, 
a cheque is received at the address specified in that 
traffic infringement notice as the place where the penalty 
may be paid, payment shall, if the cheque is honoured upon 
presentation, be deemed to have been made before the date 
of withdrawal of the traffic infringement notice. 

(12) Nothing in this by-law -

(a) prevents the service of more than one traffic 
infringement notice in respect of the same 
traffic infringement, but it is sufficient for 
the application of clause ( 9) to a person on 
whom more than one such notice has been served 
for that person to pay the amount of the penalty 
in accordance with any one not ice so served on 
him; 

(b) prejudices or affects (except as provided by 
clause (9)) the institution or prosecution of 
proceedings in respect of a traffic infringement 
or limits the amount of the fine that may be 
imposed by a court in respect of a traffic 
infringement; or 

(c) shall be construed as requiring the serving of a 
traffic infringement notice or as affecting the 
liability of a person to be prosecuted in a 
court in respect of a traffic infringement in 
relation to which a traffic infringement notice 
has not been served. 

(13) For the purposes of this by-law, where a 
traffic infringement arises out of the driving or parking 
of a motor vehicle in a park or reserve and -

(a) the alleged offender produces a licence at the 
time of the alleged infringement, the address 
appearing on the 1 icence produced by him; or 
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(b) the alleged offender fails to produce a licence 
at the time of the alleged offence, the address 
given by him pursuant to a request made under 
by-law 34, 

shall be deemed to be his last-known place of residence 
or business. 

(14} For the purposes of this by-law, where a 
traffic infringement does not arise out of the driving of 
a motor vehicle, the owner of the motor vehicle concerned 
in the traffic infringement shall be deemed to be the 
alleged offender. 

(15) In a case where clause (14) applies, the 
last-known place of residence or business of an alleged 
offender shall be deemed to be the latest address of the 
alleged offender in the record of registration of the 
alleged offender's motor vehicle. 

(16) In the prosecution of proceedings against an 
alleged offender -

(a) the production of a document issued by the 
Registrar or by an officer having duties in 
connection with the registration of motor 
vehicles in a State_ or in the Australian Capital 
Territory, and bearing his writ ten, stamped or 
printed signature -

(i} stating that, during a specified period or 
on a specified date, a specified person was 
the person whose name was registered as the 
owner of a specified motor vehicle; and 

(ii} stating the address of that specified 
person in the record of registration of 
that motor vehicle during that specified 
period or on that date, 

is evidence of the matters stated in the 
document; 

(b) a document purporting to be a document referred 
to in paragraph (a} and purporting to be signed 
by the Registrar, or an officer referred to in 
that paragraph, is admissible as· evidence as 
such a document without proof of the signature 
of the person by whom it purports to have been 
issued or of the fact that he was the Registrar 
or the officer; and 

(c) a certificate signed by the Director and stating 
that a traffic infringement notice, a copy of 
which is attached to the certificate, was, on 
the date specified in the certificate, duly 
served by posting or by securely placing the 
notice or affixing the notice, as the case may 
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be, in a conspicuous position on the vehicle the 
subject of the traffic infringement specified in 
the certificate, is evidence of the matters so 
stated in the certificate. 

34. CONSERVATION OFFICER MAY REQUIRE INFORMATION 

(1) Where a conservation officer has reason to 
believe that a person has committed a traffic infringement 
within the meaning of by- law 33, he may, if that person 
fails to produce his licence when requested so to do, 
require that person to state -

(a) his name and address; and 

(b) whether he is the holder of a licence to drive a 
motor vehicle. 

(2) Where a conservation officer has required a 
person to make a statement in accordance with clause (1), 
that person shall not -

(a) refuse or fail to make the statement requested; 
or 

(b) make a false statement in answer to that 
request. 

35. OBEDIENCE TO DIRECTIONS OF CONSERVATION OFFICER 

The driver of a motor vehicle in a park or reserve, 
shall comply with any reasonable direction given by signs 
or otherwise by a conservation officer -

(a) as to the manner of approaching or departing 
from a place; or 

(b) regulating or controlling the stopping or 
parking of motor vehicles. 

PART V - IMPOUNDING OF VEHICLES 

36. ESTABLISHMENT OF VEHICLE POUND 

The Commission may declare a yard or other place 
under its control to be a vehicle pound for the purposes 
of this Part. 

37. IMPOUNDING OF VEHICLE OR BOAT 

A conservation officer may remove 
removed to a vehicle pound, a vehicle or 

(a) causing an obstruction; or 

or cause to be 
boat which is -

(b) left without the consent of the Commission, for 
a period of not less than 7 days, 
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in a park or reserve or on any land or premises owned by, 
or under the care, control and management of, the 
Commission. 

38. NOTICE OF IMPOUNDING 

(1) As soon as practicable after the removal of a 
vehicle or boat under by-law 37 to a vehicle pound, the 
conservation officer shall give to the owner of the 
vehicle or boat notice in writing of the removal stating 
the vehicle pound to which the vehicle or boat was 
removed. 

(2) A notice under clause (1) shall, where practic­
able, be served on the owner personally, but if the notice 
cannot be served within 7 days after the removal of the 
vehicle or boat by reason of the fact that -

(a) the name of the owner cannot be ascertained; or 

(b) the owner, if known, cannot be found, 

then, upon the expiration of 7 days after the removal of 
the vehicle or boat, the Director shall cause notice of 
the removal of the vehicle or boat to be published in 2 
advertisements appearing in successive weeks in -

(c) the Gazette; and 

( d) in a newspaper circulating in the part of the 
Territory in which the park or reserve from 
which the vehicle or boat was removed or in such 
other manner as the Commission determines, 
having regard to the likely or presumed where­
abouts of the owner. 

39. VEHICLE OR BOAT MAY BE SOLD OR DISPOSED OF 

(1) Where the owner of a vehicle or boat does not, 
within 28 days of -

(a) the service on 
by-law 38(1); or 

him of a notice under 

(b) of the date of publication of the second of the 
notices referred to in by-law 38(2), 

whichever shall be the later, pay to the Commission all 
expenses incurred by it in connection with the removal, 
custody and maintenance of the vehicle or boat, and of 
service or advertisement of the notice, and take 
possession of the vehicle or boat, the Commission may, 
subject to clause (2) and by-law 40(1), sell the vehicle 
or boat by auction. 

(2) Where a vehicle or boat -

(a) is immobile and cannot be repaired at a cost 
which does not exceed its value; 

21 



Territorg Parks and Wildlife Conservation By-laws 

(b) has no identification marks; and 

(c) in the opinion of the Commission has a value of 
less than $200, 

the Commission may dispose of the vehicle or boat in such 
manner as it thinks fit. 

40. SALE TO BE BY AUCTION 

(1) The sale of an impounded vehicle or boat shall, 
unless in the opinion of the Commission it is not prac­
ticable or convenient to do so, take place by auction. 

(2) The auction of an impounded vehicle or boat may 
be conducted by a licensed auctioneer or, if the 
Commission so determines, by the Director. 

(3) Not less than 7 days notice of an auction shall 
be given by advertisement in a newspaper circulating in 
the area of the Territory in which the park or reserve 
from which the vehicle or boat was removed under by-law 36 
is located. 

(4) The Commission may, before the sale by auction 
of an impounded vehicle or boat, by resolution fix a 
reserve price in respect of that vehicle. 

(5) Each vehicle or boat shall be sold as a single 
lot. 

41. AUCTION SALES TO BE FOR CASH 

Unless the Commission has determined otherwise, and 
given notice of its determination in the advertisement 
given under by-law 40(3), sale of an impounded vehicle or 
boat shall be cash at the fall of the hammer, and the 
moneys received by the person conducting the sale shall be 
paid to the Commission within 24 hours after the commence­
ment of the auction. 

42. REMOVAL OF VEHICLES OR BOATS AFTER AUCTION 

It shall be a condition of the sale of an impounded 
vehicle or boat at an auction that the vehicle or boat 
shall be removed by the purchaser immediately after the 
close of the auction. 

43. PROCEDURE WHERE NO BID RECEIVED 

Where an impounded vehicle or boat has been offered 
for sale by auction in accordance with this Part and no 
bid for the vehicle or boat has been made at the auction, 
the Commission may -

(a) fix some other time for the sale of the vehicle, 
or boat and advertise the same in accordance 
with by-law 40(3); or 
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(b) take possession of the vehicle or boat as the 
property of the Commission and dispose of it as 
it thinks fit. 

44. DISPOSAL OF PROCEEDS OF AUCTION 

(1) All moneys received in respect of the sale of a 
vehicle or boat shall be applied in the following manner 
and order: 

(a) in payment of costs incurred by the Commission 
in the sale of the vehicle or boat; 

(b) in payment of the cost of removal, custody and 
maintenance of the vehicle or boat and of the 
notice served or advertised under by-laws 38 and 
40(3); and 

(c) if so demanded, the residue shall be paid to the 
person who owned the vehicle or boat immediately 
before its removal and impounding. 

(2) Where, after the expiration of 6 months after 
the sale of an impounded vehicle or boat, any moneys 
remain in the possession of the Commission in respect of 
the sale and are unclaimed by the owner of the vehicle or 
boat or any person claiming through him, such moneys shall 
become the property of the Commission. 

45. CLAIM AGAINST OWNER 

The owner of a vehicle or boat shall be liable to the 
Commission for any expenses incurred by the Commission in 
the removal, custody, maintenance, sale or attempted sale 
or otherwise in the disposal, of the vehicle or boat under 
this Part and the Commission may recover as a debt due to 
it so much of those expenses as have not been satisfied by 
any proceeds from the sale of the vehicle or boat. 

46. NO ACTION OR PROCEEDINGS IN RESPECT OF ACTS OR 
OMISSIONS 

No civil or criminal action or proceedings shall be 
commenced or brought against the Commission, the Director 
or any person acting in the execution or intended 
execution of this Part, or in compliance or intended 
compliance with any direct ion given or purported to be 
given under this Part in respect of anything done or 
omitted to be done in good faith by the Commission, the 
Director or that person under or for the purposes of this 
Part. 

PART VI - MISCELLANEOUS 

47. COMPLIANCE WITH DIRECTIONS 

A person shall comply with and not contravene a 
lawful direction given to him by a conservation officer or 
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honorary conservation officer 
person's -

in 

(a} use of the park or reserve; 

relation to the 

(b) conduct or behaviour within the park or reserve; 
or 

(c) safety within a park or reserve. 

Penalty: $1,000. 

48. REMOVAL OF OFFENDERS 

A conservation officer or honorary conservation 
officer may require a person whom he believes on reason­
able grounds to be a trespasser in a park or reserve, or 
to have contravened or failed to comply with the Act or 
these By-laws, to leave the park or reserve. 

49. SEIZURE AND DESTRUCTION OF ANIMALS 

(1) Subject to clause (3), an animal, other than 
wildlife, entering, straying or at large in a park or 
reserve otherwise than in accordance with by-law 22 may be 
siezed, impounded or destroyed by a conservation officer. 

(2) The Commission may require the owner of an 
animal impounded under clause ( 1) to pay, before the 
animal is returned to its owner, the costs of impounding 
or keeping the animal. 

(3) Where, in relation to an animal seized or 
impounded pursuant to clause (1) -

(a) no claim to ownership has been made; or 

(b) the owner of the animal refuses to pay the costs 
referred to in clause (2}; 

within or after a period of 7 days after the date of the 
impounding, the Commission may cause the animal to be 
destroyed or disposed of. 

50. OBLIGATION TO GIVE NAME ON REQUEST 

(1) A conservation officer or honorary conservation 
officer may require a person he believes on reasonable 
grounds to have contravened or failed to comply with these 
By-laws to give his name and address. 

(2) A person shall not fail or refuse to give his 
name and address when required to do so in accordance with 
clause (1). 

Penalty: $500. 
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51. ERECTION OF SIGNS 

(1) The Commission may authorize the erection, 
placing or displaying of signs or notices in a park or 
reserve for the purpose of -

(a) regulating, prohibiting or restricting the use 
of, stopping or parking of vehicles, or defining 
the manner in which vehicles may be parked in, 
that park or reserve; 

(b) fixing the limits of speed at which vehicles may 
be driven in that park or reserve, or part of 
that park or reserve; 

(c) designating part of that park or reserve as a 
place within which the parking of vehicles or 
the mooring of vessels is permitted; 

(d) designating part of that park or reserve as a 
place within which camping or fires is 
permitted; 

(e) designating part of that park or reserve as a 
bridle path or a place within which equestrian 
activities may take place; 

( f) designating part of that park or reserve as a 
place within which the landing or taxiing of 
aircraft is permitted; or 

(g) conveying information or a warning to persons 
using that park or reserve. 

(2) A sign or notice erected under clause (1) shall 
clearly indicate -

(a) the purpose for which it has been erected, 
placed or displayed; and 

(b) that part or those parts of the park or reserve 
to which the matters indicated in the sign 
apply. 

(3) A sign or 
a park or reserve 
lished, be taken 
displayed, as the 
Commission. 

notice erected, placed or displayed in 
shall, unless the contrary is estab­
to have been erected, placed or 

case may be, by the authority of the 

(4) A person other than a person authorized by the 
Commission shall not -

(a) in a park or reserve, erect, place or display a 
sign or notice that may be mistaken for a sign 
or notice erected for the purposes of 
clause (1); or 
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(b) remove , move, 
interfere with 
clause (1). 

Penalty: $200. 

damage, obscure or otherwise 
a sign or notice erected under 

52. PERMITS 

(1) An application for a permit under these By-laws, 
other than a permit issued under by-law 13, shall be made 
in writing to the Director and shall state -

as 

(a) the name and address of the applicant; 

(b) the purpose for which the applicant requires the 
permit; 

(c) the park or reserve for which or in relation to 
which the permit is required; and 

(d) such other matters as the Commission may 
require. 

(2) A permit may be issued by the Commission -
(a) for the period; and 

(b) subject to such terms and conditions, 

are specified in the permit. 

( 3) A permit shall be carried at all times by the 
person to whom it has been issued whilst he remains in the 
park or reserve in relation to which it has been issued, 
and the holder shall produce it to a conservation officer 
or honorary conservation officer when requested to do so. 

Penalty: $50. 

SCHEDULE 1 

Repealed By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (General) By-laws 

By-law 2 

National Parks and Gardens (Alice Springs Telegraph 
Station National Park) By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Ayers Rock - Mount Olga 
National Park) By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Berry Springs Recreation 
Reserve) By-laws 
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SCHEDULE 1 - continued 

National Parks and Gardens (Daly River Recreation Reserve) 
By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Devils Marbles Reserve) 
By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Edith Falls National Park) 
By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Ellery Creek Big Hole) By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Emily and Jessie Gaps Scenic 
Reserve) By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Finke Gorge National Park) 
By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Glen Helen Gorge National 
Park) By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Howard Springs Recreation 
Reserve) By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Katherine Gorge National Park) 
By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Katherine Low Level Reserve) 
By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Katherine Sixteen Mile Caves 
Reserve) By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Mataranka Pool Reserve) 
By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Ormiston Gorge and Pound 
Scenic Reserve) By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Serpentine Gorge} By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Simpson's Gap National Park) 
By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Trephina Gorge Scenic Reserve) 
By-laws 

National Parks and Gardens (Waterfall Creek Recreation 
Reserve) By-laws 
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SCHEDULE 2 

By-law 5 

Hours of Opening 

Park or Reserve Hours open to public 

Alice Springs Telegraph 8 00 a.m. - 9 00 p.m. daily 
Station Historical Reserve October to April 

8 00 a.m. - 7 00 p.m. daily 
May to September 

Berry Springs Nature Park 8 00 

Cutta Cutta Caves Nature Park 9 00 

Howard Springs Nature Park 8 00 
(excluding Woorabinda Youth Camp) 

Katherine Gorge National Park 7 00 
(excluding camping areas) 

Katherine Low Level Nature Park 7 00 

Simpson's Gap National Park 8 00 

Yarrawonga Wildlife Park 9 00 

SCHEDULE 3 

Scale of Fees 

Park or reserve Activity 

Cutta Cutta Caves Entry to, and 
Nature Park guided tour of, 

the caves 

Howard Springs 
Nature Park 

Camp fee for 
Woorabinda Youth 
Camp 

28 

a.m. - 7 00 p.m. daily 

a.m. - 4.30 p.m. daily 

a.m. - 8 00 p.m. daily 

a.m. - 7 00 p.m. daily 

a.m. - 8 00 p.m. daily 

a.m. - 8 00 p.m. daily 

a.m. - 5 00 p.m. daily 

By-law 10 

Fee 

$3. 00 per person 
other than -
(a) a child under 

the age of 
17 years when 
accompanied by 
an adult; or 

(b) organized 
student groups 

$1 per person per 
night 


