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NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA

' Regulations 1998, No. 63*

Regulations under the Commercial Passenger (Road)
Transport Act

b
. I, NEIL RAYMOND CONN, the Administrator of the Northern
Territory of Australia, acting with the advice of the
Executive Council, make the following regulations under
the Commercial Passenger (Road) Transport Act.
Dated 17 December 1998.
N R CONN
Administrator
MINIBUS REGULATIONS
PART 1 — PRELIMINARY
1. CITATION
These Regulations may be cited as the Minibus
Regulations.
2. COMMENCEMENT
These Regulations come into operation on the date
the Commercial Passenger (Road) Transport Amendment Act
1998 commences.
3. INTERPRETATION
In these Regulations, unless the contrary intention
O appears —
B
' "driver" means the person driving or in control of a
minibus;
1)

"operator" means a person who operates a minibus
. otherwise than only as a driver;

* Notified in the Northern Territory Government Gazette
on 23 December 1998.
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"passenger" means a person travelling in a minibus
other than the driver.

4. CERTIFICATE OF IDENTITY

(1) The Registrar of Motor Vehicles must issue a
certificate of identity to each person who is licensed
under the Motor Vehicles Act to drive a minibus.

(2) The certificate of identity is to contain —

(a)  the name of the driver; and

{b} a photograph of the driver.

(3) The driver of a minibus must . display the
certificate of identity issued to him or her in a
conspicuous place in the minibus while he or she is
driving the minibus.

PART 2 — DUTIES OF OPERATOR
5. . OPERATOR TO MAINTAIN RECORDS

(1) The operator must make a record of —

(a) each minibus operated by the operator;

(b) the name and residential address of each driver

engaged or employed by the operator and the
number of the driver's licence issued under the

Motor Vehicles Act; and

(c) any other matter that the Director requires as
a condition of the operator's licence.

(2) The operator must kept the record at his or her
principal place of business.

(3) The operator must produce the record to an
inspector on being requested by the inspector.: :

6. . MAINTENANCE

(1) an operator must ensure each minibus he or she
operates is properly and regularly maintained.

(2) If the Registrar of Motor Vehlcles specifies
minimum maintenance that is to be carried out on a
minibus, the operator must ensure that maintenance
carried out .on the minibus is..in accordance. with -that
specified.
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7. FARES

An operator of a minibus must —

(a) display in the minibus; and

(b) make available to a person on demand,
the fares charged by the operator by distance or sector.

PART 3 — CONDUCT OF DRIVERS AND PASSENGERS

8. MEMBER OF POLICE FORCE

(1) A member of the Police Force acting in the
course of his or her duties may require a driver to carry
the member as a passenger.

(2) The driver must comply with the requirement.

(3) A member of the Police Force carried as a
passenger under this regulation —

(a) is not required to pay a fare or charge for the
carriage; and

(b) is not 1liable to pay any amount for loss or
damage occasioned by the carriage that exceeds
resonable compensation.

9. TQUTING PROHIBITED
(1) A driver must not —

(a) tout or solicit for passengers; or

(b} cause another person to tout or solicit for
passengers on his or her behalf.

(2) A driver must not prevent, or attempt to
prevent, another driver from obtaining a passenger by
force or otherwise.

10. LUGGAGE

Unless permitted by the driver, a person must not
bring into or carry on a minibus any article or thing
that in the opinion of the driver would be likely to —

(a) cause inconvenience to or injure any person
travelling in the minibus; or

(b) damage the minibus.
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11. MINIBUS RANKS

The following apply to the use of minibus ranks:

the driver of a minibus must not park or leave
the minibus in a minibus rank unless it is
available for hire; .

(a)

A 3]

the driver of a minibus must remain in the N
vicinity of the minibus when it is parked in a ‘ r

- minibus rank; - - ‘

| (c) unless directed otherwise by an inspector — the

| driver of a minibus must park the minibus in a

| queue in the first position then available in
the minibus rank and must move the minibus up
the queue as space becomes available;

%

| (d) if more than one minibus is parked in a minibus
| rank — the driver of the minibus that is in the
| first position in the minibus rank is entitled
I to accept any hiring then offered unless the
: hirer  selects another minibus in the minibus
‘ rank.

’I 12. - MINIBUS NOT TO BE PARKED IN ROAD

\
|

(1) In this regulation, "minibus" means a minibus
that is available for hire. :

‘ (2) The driver of a minibus must not park or stand
the minibus in a road or public place other than in —

(a) a minibus rank; or

(b) an approved place.

(3) Subregulation (2) does not prevent ' the driver
‘parking or standing the minibus for the purposes of —

(a) picking up or setting down passengers;

(b) waiting under the instructions of a passenger;
or : R

(c) by direction  or with the consent of . an " :
inspector. o ®

(4) Subregulation (3) applies only if the" parklng
or standing of the minibus is otherwise lawful. -- - . .

13. MINIBUS DRIVERS TO SEARCH MINIBUS '

(1) Immediately after a hiring is completed or
terminated, the driver of a minibus must search the
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minibus to determine whether a passenger has left any
property in it.

(2) If the driver of a minibus discovers an article
in the minibus that appears to have been left by a
passenger, the driver must —

(a) immediately call the hirer and return the
article to the hirer; or

(b) if article is not returned to the hirer under
paragraph (a) — take it to the nearest police
station as soon as is practicable.

14. LIMITATION ON PASSENGERS
The driver of a minibus must ensure that —

(a) the number of passengers carried in the minibus
does not exceed the maximum number permitted to
be carried; or

a passenger is not carried in any part of the
minibus that is not designed to carry
passengers.

15. DRIVER NOT TO PURCHASE INTOXICATING LIQUOR
The driver of a minibus must not —

(a) accept a hiring under which the driver is
required to purchase intoxicating liquor for or
on behalf of another person, whether or not
that other person is a passenger; or

in the —course of a hiring — ©purchase
intoxicating liquor for or on behalf of a
passenger.

16. ANIMALS
(1) The driver of a minibus must not refuse to
allow a person to board the minibus by reason only that

the person is accompanied by a guide-dog or hearing-dog.

(2) A person must not bring onto a minibus any
animal other than a guide-dog or hearing-dog.

17. CERTAIN CONDUCT PROHIBITED

(1) A person must not smoke or consume intoxicating
liquor in a minibus.

(2) The driver of a minibus may direct —
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(a) a passenger to alight from the minibus; or

(b) a prospective passenger not to board the
minibus,

if the passenger or prospective passenger —

(c) appears to be suffering from an infectious
disease; :

{(d). appears. to be under the 1nfluence of drugs or
' ‘1ntox1cat1ng liquor;

(e) soils or damages, or is 1likely to soil or
damage, the minibus;

() causes a nuisance, or is 1likely to cause a
) nuisance, in the minibus;

(g) 1is carrying something that is causing, or is
likely to cause, inconvenience to the driver or
passengers; ' : -

(h) is smoking;

(3) is consuming intoxicating liquor; or
(k) is‘ﬁsing profane’or objectionable languagé.

(3) A person who fails to comply with a direction
given under subregulation (2) commits an offence.

18. ILLEGAL PURPOSE
The operator or driver of a minibus must not —
(a) use the minibus for ah illegal purpose; or

{(b) cause or permlt the mlnlbus to be used for an
- illegal purpose :

PART 4 — MISCELLANEOUS
13. PLATE TO BE DISPLAYED IN MINIBUS

The drlver of a minibus must not operate the mlnlbus

unless an approved plate showing the number of the

minibus is affixed inside the nunlbus in a consplcuous
pos1t10n : .

20. ADVERTISEMENTS

(1) The operator of a minibus must not operate the
minibus if it bears or is marked with an advertisement
that has not been approved by the Director.

5.
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(2) In subregulation (1), "advertisement" includes
a statement or representation of any kind whether made by
means of —

(a) letters, maps, plans or drawings; or

(b) pictorial representation or design,
or any combination of those means.

21. DAMAGE OR INTERFERENCE

A person must not damage or interfere with a minibus
unless the person is authorised to do so by the operator.

22. OPERATOR TO SUPPLY INFORMATION

(1) The operator of a minibus must provide to the
Director £full and correct information of journeys
undertaken by the minibus whenever requested by the
Director.

(2) The operator must provide the information
within the time specified by the Director.

23. INSPECTOR MAY REQUIRE NAME AND ADDRESS

An inspector may require a person to give his or her

full name and address if the inspector reasonably
suspects that the person has committed an offence.

24. FEES

The fee specified in the Schedule is payable in
relation to the matter specified opposite the fee.

25. OFFENCES

A person who contravenes or fails to comply with
these Regulations commits an offence.

Penalty: $3,000.
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SCHEDULE
FEES

Annual fee for minibus licence to
operate a minibus in the following
minibus area:

{(a) Alice Springs

(b) Darwin

(c) Katherine

(d) Tennant Creek

Application for refund of fee on
surrender of licence

Application for exemption under
section 38J 0f Act

Regulation 24

6,000
7,500
4,000

2,250
20

50

" waal
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