
No. 76 of 1978

[Assented to 26 July 1978]

THE NORTHERN TERRITORY 
OF AUS·TRALIA 

AN ORDINANCE 

To amend the Weights and Measures (Packaged Goods) Ordinance 

BE it ordained by the Legislative Assembly for the Northern Territory 
of Australia as follows: 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Weights and Measures 
(Packaged Goods) Ordinance 1978. 

2. The Weights and Measures (Packaged Goods) Ordinance is in 
this Ordinance referred to as. the Principal Ordinance. 

3. (1) Section 3'(1) of the Principal Ordinance is amended -

(a) by inserting after the definition of "package" the 
following definition: 

'"quantity' means, where used in relation to a pre-pack
ed article -

(a) in the case of an article ordinarily sold by 
mass - the mass of the article contained in the 
package; 

(b) in the case of an article ordinarily sold by 
volume - the volume of the article.contained in 
the package ; 

(c) in the case of an article ordinarily sold by 
number - the quantity of the article contained in 
the package as counted by number; and 

(d) in the case of an article ordinarily sold by 
reference to its dimensions - the dimensions of 
the article contained in the package ; 11 

; 

(b) by omitting the definition of "the metric system of mea
surement" and substituting the following definition: 

"'the metric system of measurement' means the system of 
measurement in Commonwealth legal units of measure
ment within the meaning of the Weights and Measures 
(National Standards) Act 1960 related to the metre, 

Short title 

Principal 
Ordinance 

Interpretation 



2 

Name, &c., of· 
packer to be 
marked on 
packages 

Packages to be 
marked with 
particulars of 
quantity 

Incorrect 
quantity of 
pre-packed 
articles 

Provisions 
applicable where 
quantity marked 
in· different 
units of mea
surement 

Marking of 
price per 
unit of 
quantity 

Defences 

Weights- and Measures (Packaged Goods) 

the kilogram or the cubic metre;"; and 

(c) by adding at the end thereof the following definition: 

"'weigh' means to determine the apparent mass of an 
object when weighed in air. 11

• 

(2) Section 3 of the Principal Ordinance is amended by 
omitting sub-section (5). 

4, Section 7(1) of the Principal Ordinance is amended by 
inserting after "mark" the words ", in the prescribed manner,". 

5.(1) Section 9(2) of the Principal Ordinance is amended by 
omitting "a statement of the weight or measure" and substituting 
", in the prescribed manner, a statement of the quantity". 

(2) Section 9(3) of the Principal Ordinance is amended by 
omitting "a statement of the weight or measure" and substituting 
11

, in the prescribed manner, a statement of the quan·tity". 

6, Section 11(5)(a) of the Principal Ordinance is amended -

(a) by omitting "8 ounces or"; and 

(b) by omitting "8 fluid ounces or". 

7, Section 14 of.the Principal Ordinance is amended -

(a) by omitting sub-paragraph (i) from sub-section (l)(a) 
and substituting the following sub-paragraph: 

"(i) in terms of the metric system of measurement;"; 
and 

(b) by omitting sub-section (2). 

8~ The Principal Ordinance is amended by inserting after 
section 15 the following section: 

"15A. (1) A person who packs an article shall, if the package 
containing that article is required by the regulations to be mark
ed with a price per unit of quantity, mark that package with that 
price per unit in the prescribed manner. 

'Penalty: 200 dollars" 
'•) ! ... 

"(2) Subject to section 19, a person shall not sell an article, 
whether packed in or outside the Territory, the package of which is 
required by the regulations to be marked with a price per unit of 
quantity, unless that artide is marked in the prescribed manner. 

Penalty: 200 dollars.". 

9, Section 19(3) of the Principal Ordinance is amended -
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(a) by omitting from paragraph (f) "or"; and 

(b) by inserting after paragraph (f) the following paragraph: 

"(fa) section 15A(2); or". 

10. Section 26(2) of the Principal Ordinance is amended by 
omitting 11 100" and substituting "200". 

11. Section 29(m) of the Principal Ordinance is amended by 
omitting "100" and substituting "200". 

12. The Principal Ordinance is amended as set out in the 
Schedule. 

SCHEDULE 

Section 12 

1. The following sections of the Principal Ordinance are 
amended by omitting "weight or measure" (wherever occurring) and 
substituting "quantity": 

Sections 3(4), 5(a), 5(b), 5(c), 6(1), 8(2)(a), 8(2)(b), 8(3) 
(a), 8(3) (b), 10(3) (a), 10(3) (b), 11(1) (a),. 11(1) (b), 11(2), 11(3), 
11(4), 11(5), 11(5)(a), 11(5)(b), 11(6)(a)(i), 14(1), 14(1)(a), 
14(1)(b), 15(1)(a), 15(1)(c), 15(2), 15(2)(a), 16(1), 16(4)(a), 
19(5)(d)(ii), 20(1)(c), 20(3), 20(3)(a), 27(3)(a), 28(a), 28(b), 
29(f), 29(g), 29(h) and 29(k). 

2. The following sections of the Principal Ordinance are 
amended by omitting "weight" (wherever occurring) and substituting 
"mass": 

Sections 12(2)(a), 12(2)(b), 12(4)(a), 12(5)(a), 12(6), 
12(6)(a), 12(6)(b), 12(7), 12(7)(a), 12(7)(b), 12(8), 12(9)(a)(i), 
12(9)(b), 12(10), 12(10)(b), 12(11)(a)(i), 13(1)(a), 13(2)(a), 
13(2)(b), 13(2)(c), 13(2)(d), 13(3), 13(3)(b), 13(3)(d), 13(4), 
13(4)(a), 13(4)(c), 13(5)(a)(i), 13(6)(a), 13(6)(b) and 13(7). 

3. Sections 11(6)(b), 14(1) and 29(b) of the Principal Ordin
ance are amended by omitting "weights or measures" (wherever 
occurring) and substituting "quantities". 

4. Sections 12(2)(a), 12(9)(b), 12(11)(b) and 13(5)(b) are 
amended by omitting "weights" (wherever occurring) and substituting 
','II)ass.es". 
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