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No. 11 of 1982

[Assented to 8 April 1982]

NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA 

AN ACT 
To provide for the regulation and control 

of the pet meat industry 

BE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory of 
Australia, with the assent as provided by the Northern Temtory 

(Selt~Government) Act 1978 of the Commonwealth, as follows: 

PART I - PRELIMINARY 

1. SHORT TITLE 

This Act may be cited as the Pet Meat Act 1982. 

2. COMMENCEMENT 

This Act shall come into operation on a date to be 
fixed by the Administrator by notice in the Gazette. 

3. INTERPRETATION 

In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears -

"animals" means cattle, sheep, pigs, goats, buffalo, 
deer, horses, donkeys, camels, rabbits, hares, 
poultry and other animals that are specified by 
the Chief Inspector, by notice in the Gazette, 
as animals for the purposes of this Act; 

"approved" means approved by an_ Inspector; 

"authorized analyst" means a person appointed under 
section 13 to be an authorized analyst for the 
purposes of thJs Act; 

"Chief Inspector" means the person appointed under 
section 7 ( 1) to be the Chief Inspector of Pet 
Meat; 
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"Inspector" means a person appointed under sec­
tion 9(1) to be an Inspector of Pet Meat and 
includes the Chief Inspector; 

"land" includes a building, structure, premises or 
place located on the land; 

"licence" means a licence under this Act; 

"licence to process" means a licence under Part V or 
the renewal or variation of such a licence; 

"licence to slaughter" means a licence under Part IV 
or the renewal or variation of such a licence; 

"licence to store" means a licence under Part VI or 
the renewal or variation of such a licence; 

"licensed processing place" means a place in respect 
of which there is a licence granted under 
section 20; 

"licensed storing facility" 
respect of which there 
under section 26; 

means a facility in 
is a licence granted 

"manager" means a person whose name is endorsed on a 
licence as the manager of the operations to 
which the licence relates; 

"pet" means a domestic or captive animal which is 
carnivorous; 

"pet meat" means the fresh, chilled or frozen 
carcass, flesh or another product derived from 
animals which is intended to be fed to pets, and 
includes meat from stock or poultry slaughtered 
under the Abattoirs and Slaughtering Act, but 
does not include a carcass, flesh or another 
product -

(a) which has been condemned under the 
Abattoirs and Slaughtering Act as unfit for 
human consumption; or 

(b) heat sterilized in an hermetically sealed 
container or heat dried; 

"sell" includes 

(a) offer or expose for sale; 

(b) keep or have in possession for sale; and 
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(c) supply for or in expectation of a reward or 
benefit paid or provided or to be paid or 
provided by the person supplied or another 
person, whether or not any person was or is 
under an obligation to pay or provide a 
reward or benefit. 

4. APPLICATION 

(1) The Minister may, by notice in the Gazette, 
exempt a person from the whole or a specified provision of 
this Act. 

(2) Where a notice under sub-section (1) 
force, this Act or the specified provision of this 
the case may be, does not apply to, or in relation 
person specified in the notice. 

is in 
Act, as 
to, the 

PART II - PROHIBITION ON SALE, &c., OF PET MEAT 

5. OFFENCE TO SELL OR PURCHASE PET MEAT 

( 1) No person shall sell, or intend to sell, pet 
meat unless -

(a) the pet meat has been derived from an animal 
slaughtered under the Abattoirs and Slaughtering 
Act; 

(b) he is the holder of a licence to slaughter or 
licence to process and he sells, or intends to 
sell, the pet meat in accordance with his 
licence; or 

(c) he is a retailer of pet meat and he has 
purchased the pet meat from the holder of the 
licence to process. 

(2) No person shall purchase pet meat unless -

(a) he is the holder of a licence to process and he 
purchases the pet meat in accordance with his 
licence from a person who is the holder of a 
licence to slaughter or the pet meat has been 
derived from an animal slaughtered under the 
Abattoirs and Slaughtering Act; 

(b) he is a retailer of 
purchased the pet meat 
licence to process; or 

pet meat and he has 
from the holder of a 

(c) it is purchased for the purpose of feeding the 
meat to his own or his employer's pet. 
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6. OFFENCE TO SLAUGHTER, &c., PET MEAT 

(1) No person, other than the holder of a licence to 
slaughter, shall slaughter an animal for pet meat unless -

(a) the animal is owned by him,' or he has the 
consent of the owner of the animal to slaughter 
it; and 

(b) the carcass, flesh or other product derived from 
the animal is not intended for sale as pet meat. 

(2) No person shall process pet meat otherwise than 
at a licensed processing place unless the pet meat is not 
intended for sale. 

(3) No person shall store pet meat otherwise than at 
a licensed storing facility unless -

(a) he does so under a licence to process; 

(b) he is a retailer of 
purchased the pet meat 
licence to process; or 

pet meat and he has 
from the holder of a 

(c) the pet meat is not intended for sale. 

PART Ill - ADMINISTRATION 

7. CHIEF INSPECTOR OF PET MEAT 

(1) The Minister may appoint an employee within the 
meaning of the Public Service Act to be the Chief 
Inspector of Pet Meat for the purposes of this Act. 

(2) The Chief Inspector 
conferred, and shall discharge 
him by this Act. 

may exercise the powers 
the duties imposed, upon 

8. DELEGATION BY CHIEF INSPECTOR 

(1) The Chief 
writing, delegate to 
functions under this 
delegation. 

Inspector may, by 
a person any of 
Act, other than 

instrument 
his powers 
this power 

in 
and 
of 

(2) A power or function delegated under this 
section, when exercised or performed by the delegate, 
shall, for the purposes of this Act, be deemed to have 
been exercised or performed by the Chief Inspector. 

(3) A delegation under this section does not prevent 
the exercise of a power or the performance of a function 
by the Chief Inspector. 
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9 . INSPECTORS OF PET MEAT 

(1) The Minister may appoint a person to be an 
Inspector of Pet Meat for the purposes of this Act. 

(2) An Inspector may exercise the powers conferred, 
and shall discharge the duties imposed, upon him by this 
Act. 

10. POWERS OF INSPECTOR TO ENTER 

An Inspector may, at any time, enter upon land for 
the purposes of this Act and inspect a place or facility 
which is -

(a) a licensed processing place or licensed storing 
facility; 

(b) specified in an application under section 18 or 
24 as a processing place or storing facility, 
respectively; 

( c) a mobile processing place which has been re­
located in accordance with section 23; or 

(d) a place, facility or land where an Inspector has 
a reasonable belief that -

( i) an animal is, was, or is intended to be, 
slaughtered for pet meat; or 

( ii) pet meat is, was, or is intended to be, 
processed, stored, packed or sold. 

11. OTHER POWERS OF INSPECTORS 

An Inspector may, at any time, enter upon land and -

(a) inspect machinery, tools, appliances, containers 
or vehicles used for or in connection with the 
cutting up, processing, storing, packaging, 
transporting, wholesaling or retailing of pet 
ineat or which he suspects is intended for such 
use; 

(b) inspect an animal slaughtered, or intended to be 
slaughtered, as pet meat, or which he suspects 
is intended for such use; 

(c) inspect a carcass, flesh or another product 
derived from an animal found in an area, place, 
or vehicle known or suspected by the Inspector 
to contain or to be carrying, as the case may 
be, pet meat, and to take samples of the 
carcass, flesh or other product; 
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(d) confiscate, condemn, destroy or dispose of a 
carcass, flesh or another product derived from 
an animal which is diseased or he suspects of 
being diseased, contaminated or otherwise unfit 
as pet meat; 

(e) give directions and orders in relation to the 
killing and dismembering of animals, identifying 
meat as pet meat by dyeing and the processing, 
storage, packaging and transporting of pet meat; 

( f) order or cause a person who is, or whom he 
suspects to be, in charge of a vehicle used for 
the transportation of a mobile processing place 
or pet meat to stop the vehicle and allow an 
Inspector to search the vehicle; 

(g) require a person to provide his name and address 
where the Inspector knows or suspects the person 
is involved with the pet meat industry; 

(h) direct the driver of a vehicle, which he sus­
pects was, or is being, used for transporting 
pet meat otherwise than in accordance with this 
Act or the Regulations, to drive the vehicle 
to, and remain at, a place specified by the 
Inspector; 

(j) suspend a licence for a period not exceeding 
7 days; 

(k) perform an 
holder of 
performed; 

act required to be performed by the 
a licence which has not been so 

(m) issue prescribed certificates in relation to pet 
meat; or 

(n) seize meat obtained in contravention of this Act 
or the Regulations or which he suspects has been 
obtained in contravention of this Act or the 
Regulations. 

12. LIABILITY FOR ACTS 

Where the Chief Inspector or an Inspector commits an 
act or makes an omission in good faith -

(a) in the exercise or purported exercise of a 
power; or 

(b) in the performance or purported performance of a 
function, 
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under this Act for the purposes of giving effect to the 
provisions or objects of this Act, or for discharging an 
obligation placed upon him by this Act, no action, claim 
or demand, either civil or criminal, in respect of that 
act or omission lies, or shall be commenced or allowed 
against the Crown, the Chief Inspector or the Inspector. 

13. AUTHORIZED ANALYSTS 

The Minister may appoint an 
meaning of the Public Service Act 
analyst for the purposes of this Act. 

employee within the 
to be an authorized 

PART IV - LICENCE TO SLAUGHTER 

14. APPLICATION FOR LICENCE TO SLAUGHTER 

A person may apply for a licence to slaughter by 
lodging with the Chief Inspector -

(a) an application in the prescribed form; 

(b) the prescribed fee; 

(c) proof that he is a fit and proper person to hold 
the licence; 

(d) proof that he is a licensed shooter under the 
Firearms Act; and 

(e) consent 
animals 
licence 
land and 

from the owner of land and the owner of 
which are to be the subject of the 
for the applicant to enter upon such 
to slaughter such animals. 

15. GRANT OF LICENCE TO SLAUGHTER 

The Chief Inspector may grant and issue a licence to 
slaughter to a person who has applied to him under sec­
tion 14 by lodging an application in the prescribed form, 
the prescribed fee and the proofs and consents required 
under section 14. 

16. RIGHTS OF HOLDER OF LICENCE TO SLAUGHTER 

A person who is the holder of a licence to slaughter 
may -

(a) slaughter animals specified in the licence 
within the area specified in the licence; 

(b) cut up and take away the carcass, flesh or 
another product from animals slaughtered by him 
in accordance with his licence to slaughter; and 
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(c) sell pet meat from animals slaughtered by him in 
accordance with his licence to slaughter to the 
holder of a licence to process or as is other­
wise provided in his licence. 

17. DUTIES OF HOLDER pF LICENCE TO SLAUGHTER 

The holder of a licence to slaughter shall -

(a) comply with the terms and conditions of his 
licence and with a lawful direction given by an 
Inspector; 

(b) ensure that each animal slaughtered by him for 
pet meat is bled, eviscerated and cut up within 
a prescribed or approved period after killing; 

(c) ensure that the skinning, cutting up, handling 
and delivery of an animal slaughtered by him for 
pet meat is effected under the prescribed or 
approved conditions; 

(d) ensure that a carcass, flesh or another product 
from an animal slaughtered by him is delivered 
to a licensed processing place within the 
prescribed or approved period after cutting up; 

(e) subject, to a contrary provision in his licence, 
ensure that the flesh from an animal slaughtered 
by him is identified by dyeing or other means, 
as prescribed, at the time of cutting up of the 
animal; 

(f) ensure that prescribed containers, chilling and 
other equipment are used for the storage and 
transport of a carcass, flesh or another product 
of an animal slaughtered by him; 

(g) maintain all equipment used by him in the 
storage and transport of pet meat to the satis­
faction of an Inspector; 

(h) ensure to the best of his ability that all pet 
meat delivered by him or on his behalf to a 
licensed processing place is fit as pet meat; 

(j) permit an Inspector to inspect, at any time, all 
equipment used by him for killing and cutting up 
of animals for pet meat, and for the storage and 
transport of pet meat, and the records in 
relation to his operations; 

(k) produce his licence when he is requested by an 
Inspector to do so; 

(m) keep prescribed records of operations and 
furnish prescribed returns; and 
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(n) subject to a contrary provision in his licence, 
sell pet meat only to the holder of a licence to 
process. 

PART V - LICENCE.TO PROCESS 

18. APPLICATION FOR LICENCE TO PROCESS 

A person may apply for a licence to process by 
lodging with the Chief Inspector -

(a) an application in the prescribed form; 

(b) the prescribed fee; 

(c) plans and specifications of the processing place 
the subject of the application; 

(d) proof that the use of the land as a licensed 
processing place does not contravene the 
Planning Act, the Public Health Act or, in the 
case of leasehold land, the covenants of the 
lease; 

(e) in the case of a proposed fixed processing 
place, proof that the applicant is the owner of 
the land or has the consent of the owner to use 
the land for a licensed processing place; and 

( f) in the case of a proposed mobile processing 
place, proof that the owner of the land where 
the processing place is sited or is intended to 
be sited consents to the use of the land for a 
licensed processing place. 

19. INSPECTION OF PREMISES 

(1) Where an application under section 18 is lodged 
with him, the Chief Inspector shall cause an Inspector to 
carry out an inspection of the processing place the 
subject of the application. 

(2) Where an Inspector carries out an inspection 
under sub-section (1), he shall report his findings to the 
Chief Inspector. 

(3) Without limiting the generality of the matters 
to be dealt with by an In spec tor in his report under 
sub-section (2), he shall state his opinion as to whether 
or not -

(a) the proposed processing place conforms with the 
prescribed standards for the type of licensed 
processing place applied for by the applicant; 
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(b) the proposed processing place conforms with the 
plans and specifications lodged under sec­
tion 18(c) by the applicant; and 

(c) the applicant is a fit and proper person to hold 
the licence. 

20. GRANT OF LICENCE TO PROCESS 

The Chief Inspector may grant and issue a licence to 
process to a person who has applied to him under sec­
tion 18 by lodging an application in the prescribed form, 
the prescribed fee, the plans, proofs and consents 
required under section 18 and the Chief Inspector has 
received a report under section 19(2). 

21. RIGHTS OF HOLDER OF LICENCE TO PROCESS 

A person who is the holder of a licence to process 
may -

(a) process pet meat at the licensed· processing 
place and, to the extent incidental to pro­
cessing pet meat, may store and pack it at the 
licensed processing place; and 

(b) purchase and sell pet meat .in accordance with 
this Act or the Regulations. 

22. DUTIES OF HOLDER OF LICENCE TO PROCESS 

The holder of a licence to process shall -

(a) comply with the terms and conditions of his 
licence and with a lawful direction given by an 
Inspector; 

(b) ensure that the licensed processing place is 
used only for the purposes of, and incidental 
to, the processing of pet meat; 

(c) maintain the exterior and interior of the 
licensed processing place and adjacent sewerage 
and waste disposal facilities to the satis­
faction of an Inspector; 

(d) carry out a lawful direction of an Inspector in 
relation to the condition and operation of the 
licensed processing place, equipment and 
facilities; 

(e) permit an Inspector to enter upon and inspect 
the licensed processing place at any time; 
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(f) keep prescribed records of pet meat brought into 
and received, processed, stored and packed at 
and dispatched from the licensed processing 
place and furnish prescribed returns; and 

(g) ensure to the best .of his ability that meat 
bought, received, processed, stored and packed 
at and dispatched from the licensed processing 
place is fit as pet meat. 

23. RELOCATION OF MOBILE PROCESSING PLACE 

( 1) A person shall not cause to be relocated a 
licensed mobile processing place unless the prior written 
approval of the Chief Inspector is obtained. 

(2) Where the approval of the Chief Inspector is 
obtained under sub-section (1), the holder of the licence 
to process shall relocate the licensed mobile processing 
place in accordance with the terms of the approval. 

PART VI - LICENCE TO STORE 

24. APPLICATION FOR LICENCE TO STORE 

A person may apply for a licence to store by lodging 
with the Chief Inspector -

(a) an application in the prescribed form; 

(b) the prescribed fee; 

(c) plans and specifications of the storing facility 
the subject of the application; 

(d) proof that the use of the land as a licensed 
storing facility does not contravene the 
Planning Act, the Public Health Act or, in the 
case of leasehold land, the covenants of the 
lease; and 

( e) proof that the applicant is the owner of the 
land or has the consent of the owner to use the 
land for a licensed storing facility. 

25. INSPECTION OF STORING FACILITY 

(1) Where an application under section 24 is lodged 
with him, the Chief Inspector shall cause an Inspector to 
carry out an inspection of the storing facility the 
subject of the application. 

( 2) Where an Inspector carries out an inspection 
under sub-section (1), he shall report his findings to the 
Chief Inspector. 
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(3) Without limitiQ.g the generality of the matters 
to be dealt with by an Inspector in his report under 
sub-section (2), he shall state his opinion as to whether 
or not -

(a) the proposed storing facility conforms with the 
prescribed standards for licensed storing 
facilities; 

(b) the proposed storing facility conforms with the 
plans and specifications lodged under sec­
tion 24(c) by the applicant; and 

(c) the applicant is a fit and proper person to hold 
the licence. 

26. GRANT OF LICENCE TO STORE 

The Chief Inspector may grant and issue a licence to 
store to a person who has applied to him under section 24 
by lodging an application in the prescribed form, the 
prescribed fee and the plans and proofs required under 
section 24 and the Chief Inspector has received a report 
under section 25(2). 

27. RIGHTS OF HOLDER OF LICENCE TO STORE 

A person who is the holder of a licence to store may 
store pet meat at the licensed storing facility where the 
pet meat has been processed at a licensed processing 
place. · -

28. DUTIES OF HOLDER OF LICENCE TO STORE 

The holder of a licence to store shall -

(a) comply with the terms and conditions of his 
licence and with a lawful direction of an 
Inspector; 

(b) maintain the exterior and interior of the 
licensed storing facility to the satisfaction of 
an Inspector; 

(c) carry out a lawful direction of an Inspector in 
relation to the condition and operation of the 
licensed storing fa~ility and its equipment; 

(d) permit an Inspector to enter upon and inspect 
the licensed storing facility at any time; 

(e) store meat which an Inspector has seized in 
pursuance of section ll(n) upon the usual terms 
and conditions of storage; and 
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(f) keep prescribed records of pet meat brought 
into, stored in and dispatched from the licensed 
storing facility and furnish prescribed returns. 

PART VII - LICENCES 

29. INQUIRIES REGARDING APPLICANTS 

(1) Where an application for a licence is lodged 
with the Chief Inspector, he may conduct such investi­
gations and cause to be conducted such investigations as 
he thinks fit to determine whether the applicant for a 
licence is a fit and proper person to hold the licence. 

(2) Where the applicant for a licence is a body 
corporate the Chief Inspector may conduct such investi­
gations and cause to be conducted such investigations as 
he thinks fit with respect to -

(a) the membership of the body corporate; 

(b) the management or the proposed management of the 
body corporate; and 

(c) the capacity of the body corporate to conduct 
the business associated with the licence applied 
for. 

(3) The Chief Inspector may conduct any investi­
gations or cause to be conducted any investigations in 
relation to a person, who is nominated by a body corporate 
in its application as the manager of its operations, as he 
may conduct or cause to be conducted in relation to an 
applicant for a licence. 

30. BODY CORPORATE AS HOLDER OF LICENCE 

(1) Where a body corporate applies for a licence, it 
shall nominate a person as the manager of its operations. 

(2) Where a body corporate is granted a licence, the 
person nominated as the manager in accordance with sub­
section (1), shall be endorsed on the licence as the 
manager of the operations of the body corporate. 

(3) For the purposes of this Act, a manager shall be 
deemed to be the holder of the licence upon which his name 
is endorsed and he shall be liable as the holder of the 
licence. 

(4) Subject to sub-section (5), in addition to a 
manager under sub-section (3), the body corporate and 
every director and officer of the body corporate may· be 
prosecuted for an offence committed by the manager against 
this Act or the Regulations. 
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(5) The directors and officers of a body corporate 
shall not be liable in pursuance of sub-section (4) where 
it is proved that the body corporate had given such 
directions to the manager and had exercised or caused to 
be exercised such supervision of that manager, as were 
reasonably necessary to ensure that the manager did not 
commit an offence against this Act or the Regulations. 

31. FORM OF LICENCE 

(1) Subject to sub-section (3), a licence shall be -

(a) in a prescribed form; and 

(b) subject to such conditions as are prescribed or 
as are endorsed on the licence. 

(2) Where a 
contrary intention 
licence whether or 
or after the date 

condition is prescribed, unless the 
appears, the condition shall apply to a 
not that licence has been issued before 
of the prescription of that condition. 

(3) A person may apply for, be granted and be issued 
with more than one licence. 

32. DURATION OF LICENCE 

Subject to the conditions of a licence, a licence 
shall remain in force -

(a) where it was granted on or before 30 September 
in a year - until and including 31 December of 
that year; 

(b) where it was granted after 30 September in a 
year - until and including 31 December of the 
following year; 

(c) until the date it is surrendered under sec­
tion 36; or 

(d) until the date it is cancelled and notice is 
served under section 40 on the holder of the 
licence. 

33. VARIATION OF LICENCE 

(1) A person who is the holder of a licence may 
apply for a variation of his licence by lodging with the 
Chief Inspector -

(a) an application in a prescribed form; 

(b) the prescribed fee; and 
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(c) any proof or consent which the Chief Inspector 
may, under sub-section (3) (a), require the 
holder of the licence to lodge. 

(2) Without limiting the generality of the matters 
which may be the subject of an application for a variation 
under sub-section (1), the holder of a licence may apply 
for a variation of -

(a) the name of the manager endorsed on the licence 
under section 30(3); 

(b) the conditions subject to which the licence was 
granted; 

(c) the animals or area specified in the licence; 
and 

(d) the specifications of the licensed processing 
place or licensed storing facility, 

(3) Where an application under sub-section (1) is 
lodged with the Chief Inspector, he may -

(a) require the applicant to lodge such proof or 
consent as he thinks fit; and 

(b) vary the licence in such manner and upon such 
terms as he thinks fit. 

34. APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL OF LICENCE 

A person who is the holder of a licence may apply for 
a renewal of his licence by lodging with ·the Chief 
Inspector --

(a) an application in the prescribed form; and 

(b) the prescribed fee. 

35. GRANT OF RENEWAL OF LICENCE 

Where the Chief Inspector receives an application 
under section 34 and he is satisfied that in respect of 
the licence the subject of the application -

(a) the circumstances under which the licence was 
granted have not significantly changed; 

(b) the holder of the licence has complied with and 
has not contravened a condition of the licence; 
and 

(c) the holder of the licence has not been convicted 
of an offence against this Act or the Regu­
lations, 
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he may grant a renewal of that licence and, for that 
purpose, shall either issue a new licence or endorse the 
previously held licence in such manner as he thinks fit. 

36. SURRENDER OF LICENCE 

The holder of a licence may surrender his licence by 
lodging it with the Chief Inspector and advising the Chief 
Inspector that he is surrendering the licence. 

37. TRANSFER OF LICENCE 

(1) Subject to this Act, a licence may be trans­
ferred from the holder for the time being of the licence 
to another person. 

(2) A transfer of a licence does not take effect 
until the Chief Inspector authorizes the transfer or until 
such later date as he specifies. 

38. APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER OF LICENCE 

(1) The person to whom it is proposed to transfer a 
licence shall lodge with the Chief Inspector -

(a) an application in the prescribed form; and 

(b) the prescribed fee, 

(2) An application under sub-section (1) shall · be 
treated in the same manner as an original application. 

39. CANCELLATION AND SUSPENSION OF LICENCE 

(1) Subject to section 11, the Chief Inspector may 
cancel or suspend, as he thinks fit, a licence -

(a) where the holder of the licence or one of his 
employees fails to comply with or satisfy a 
condition of the licence; or 

(b) where the holder of a licence or one of his 
employees is convicted of an offence against 
this Act or the Regulations. 

(2) Without limiting the generality of sub­
section (1), the Chief Inspector may cancel or suspend a 
licence where the licensed processing place or licensed 
storing facility to which,it relates -

(a) has been altered without the prior approval of 
an Inspector; 

(b) has not been maintained to the satisfaction of 
an Inspector; 
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( c) has been used for purposes other than those 
permitted under this Act; or 

(d) has been used, managed or conducted in a manner 
contrary to a provision of or under this Act, a 
condition of the licence or a direction by an 
Inspector .. 

40. NOTICE OF CANCELLATION OR SUSPENSION 

(1) Where the Chief Inspector exercises his power to 
cancel or suspend a licence under section 39, he shall 
give the holder of the licence notice that he has can­
celled or suspended, as the case may be, the licence. 

(2) A notice under sub-section (1) -

(a) may be served by post; and 

(b) shall take effect from the date of service. 

PART VIII - APPEALS 

41. RIGHT OF APPEAL 

A person aggrieved by a decision of the Chief 
Inspector -

(a) refusing to grant, renew or vary a licence; 

(b) to grant, renew or vary a·licence subject to 
conditions; or 

(c) to cancel or suspend a licence, 

may appeal to a Local Court against the decision. 

42. FORM OF APPEAL 

An appeal under section 41 shall -

(a) be in writing; and 

(b) be made within one month from the date of the 
decision appealed against. 

43. DETERMINATION OF APPEAL 

(1) The Local Court to which an appeal under 
section 41 has been made -

(a) shall conduct a hearing into the grounds of the 
Chief Inspector's decision; 

(b) has all the powers, duties and functions of the 
Chief Inspector• in relation to the subject­
matter of the appeal; and 
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(c) shall determine the appeal by -

(i) confirming the decision of the Chief 
Inspector; 

(ii) varying the decision of the Chief Inspector 
in such manner.as it thinks fit; 

(iii) substituting its own decision for the 
decision of the Chief Inspector; or 

(iv) disallowing the decision of the Chief 
Inspector. 

(2) A determination under sub.-section (l)(c) shall 
take effect on the date specified by the Court in the 
determination or, if no date is so specified, on the date 
of that determination. 

PART IX - OFFENCES 

44. EMPLOYEES NOT LIABLE 

An 
against 
omission 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

employee shall not be liable for an offence 
this Act or the Regulations when the act or 
which would otherwise constitute the offence -

is performed in a reasonable manner for and on 
behalf of his employer; 

the employer is the holder of a licence which 
entitles the holder to do the act or make the 
omission; and 

the employee does not intend an offence against 
this Act or the Regulations. 

45. OFFENCE TO HINDER, &c. 

A person shall not -

(a) hinder, obstruct or assault an Inspector exer­
cising or attempting to exercise his powers, or 
performing or attempting to perform his 
functions, under this Act; or 

(b) fail to comply with a lawful direction of an 
Inspector given under this Act. 

46. OFFENCE TO SLAUGHTER WITHOUT CONSENT OF OWNER 

Notwithstanding that a person 
licence under this Act, the person 
animals for pet meat unless he does 
authority of the owner. 
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47. OFFENCE TO TRANSPORT 

No person shall transport a commercial quantity of 
pet meat unless -

(a) he carries with him a certificate in the 
prescribed form in relation to the meat; 

(b) he has complied with the prescribed conditions 
before transporting the meat; and 

(c) it is kept in a frozen or chilled state and 
under conditions which ensure that it does not 
deteriorate during transportation. 

48. OFFENCE TO ALTER PLACE OR FACILITY 

The holder of a licence shall not alter a licensed 
processing place or licensed storing facility unless he 
has obtained the approval of the Chief Inspector to the 
alteration by applying for and being granted a variation 
of the licence. 

49. OFFENCE OF FAILING TO IDENTIFY PET MEAT 

(1) Subject to a contrary provision in his licence, 
a person who is the holder of a licence to slaughter shall 
ensure that the carcass, flesh or another product derived 
from an animal slaughtered by him is identified by dyeing 
or other means, as prescribed, at the time of cutting up 
of the animal. 

(2) Subject to a contrary provision in his licence, 
a person who is the holder of a licence to process shall 
ensure that all pet meat purchased by him -

(a) from a person who is the holder of a licence to 
slaughter; or 

(b) that is pet meat derived from an animal 
slaughtered at an abattoir in accordance with 
the Abattoirs and Slaughtering Act, 

is identified by dyeing or other means, as prescribed, as 
soon as practicable after he has purchased the meat. 

(3) A retailer shall not sell pet meat unless it is 
identified by dyeing or other means, as prescribed, at the 
time of sale. 

50. OFFENCE TO SELL CONDEMNED MEAT 

No person shall sell or intend to sell as pet meat a 
carcass, flesh or another product derived from an animal 
where the carcass, flesh or other product has been con­
demned as unfit for human consumption under the Abattoirs 
and Slaughtering Act. 
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51. OFFENCES GENERALLY 

(1) A person shall not contravene or fail to comply 
with a provision of this Act or the Regulations. 

(2) A person who contravenes or fails to comply with 
a provision of this Act or the Regulations for which a 
penalty is not provided by this Act or the Regulations, 
other than this section, is punishable upon conviction by 
a fine of $2,000 or imprisonment for one year. 

52. CONTINUING OFFENCES 

A person who has been convicted of contravening or 
failing to comply with a provision of this Act or the 
Regulations is guilty of a further offence against this 
Act or the Regulations if the contravention or failure to 
comply continues after he has been convicted and upon 
conviction of the further offence, is punishable by a 
penalty of $200 for each day during which the offence 
continues. 

PART X - MISCELLANEOUS 

53. INSTITUTION OF PROCEEDINGS 

(1) An offence against this Act or the Regulations -

(a) shall be dealt with summarily; and 

(b) shall not be commenced without the consent in 
writing of the Chief Inspector. 

(2) Consent under sub-section (1) may be proved by 
the production of a notice in the prescribed form which is 
purported to be signed by the Chief Inspector. 

54. FURTHER POWER OF COURT 

Where the holder of a licence, or one of his 
employees, is convicted of an offence against this Act or' 
the Regulations, the court may, in addition to any other 
penalty imposed upon the licensee or employee, cancel the 
licence. 

55. CERTIFICATE 

In proceedings for an offence against this Act or the 
Regulations -

(a) a certificate of an Inspector that meat was 
unfit as pet meat; 

(b) a certificate of an authorized analyst that meat 
was not identified or dyed in the prescribed 
manner or was. derived from a specified species 
of animal; or 
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( C) a certificate of the Chief Inspector that -
(i) a specified person was or was not, at a 

specified time, the holder of a licence; or 

(ii) a specified place or facility was or was 
not, at a specified time, a licensed 
processing place or licensed storing 
facility, 

is prima facie evidence of the matter so certified. 

56. EVIDENCE OF INTENTION 

For the purposes of section 5(1), evidence that a 
person had in his possession or under his control a 
commercial quantity of pet meat, other than -

(a) under a licence held by him; 

(b) whilst transporting pet meat as permitted under 
section 47; 

(c) in pursuance of an exemption under section 4; or 

(d) for the purpose of feeding the meat to his own 
or his employer's pet, 

is prima facie evidence of an intention to sell the pet 
meat. 

5 7 . REGULATIONS 

The Administrator may make regulations, not incon­
sistent with this Act, prescribing all matters required or 
permitted by this Act to be prescribed, or necessary or 
convenient to be prescribed for carrying out or giving 
effect to this Act, and in particular for prescribing 
matters providing for and in relation to -

(a) the fees payable under this Act; 

(b) the standards to be complied with in relation to 
the capacity, equipment and construction of a 
licensed processing place and licensed storing 
facility; 

(c) the cleansing and disinfecting of . a 
processing place and licensed storing 
and the machinery and utensils used 
place or facility, as the case may be; 

licensed 
facility 
in such 

(d) the standards to be complied with in relation to 
vehicles used for transporting pet meat; 

(e) the inspection by an Inspector of the carcasses 
of animals intended for use as pet meat; 
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. ( f) the quantity of meat which shall be deemed a 
commercial quantity for the purposes of 
sections 47 and 56; 

(g) the making 
detection of 
as pet meat 
used in such 

or application of tests for the 
disease in animals intended for use 
and the types of equipment to be 
tests; 

(h) the maintenance of hygienic conditions in a 
licensed processing place and licensed storing 
facility; 

(j) the standards to be complied with in packaging 
and marking pet meat; 

(k) the exclusion from a licensed processing place 
of animals included in a specified class of 
animals; 

(m) the form of applications, licences and certifi­
cates under this Act; 

(n) the treatment of meat by dyeing or other means 
so that it is identified as pet meat; 

(p) records and returns in relation 
operations of the holder of a licence; 

(q) conditions of a licence; 

(r) directions of an Inspector; and 

to the 

( s) penal ties not exceeding $2,000 for a breach of 
the Regulations. 

PART XI - TRANSITIONAL 

58. TRANSITIONAL 

(1) Subject to sub-section (2), Parts II and IX do 
not apply in relation to a person who was, immediately 
before the commencement of this Act, carrying on the 
business of slaughtering animals for pet meat or pro­
cessing or storing pet meat, until the expiration of 
3 months after the commencement of this Act. 

(2) Where, within a period of 3 months after the 
commencement of this Act, a person referred to in sub­
section (1) applies for a licence, Parts II and IX do not 
apply in relation to that person until -

(a) the expiration of one month after the decision 
of the Chief Inspector in relation to the 
application for a licence; or 

22 



Pet Meat 

(b) if the Chief Inspector has refused the appli­
cation for a licence and the applicant has 
appealed to a Local Court against the decision 
of the Chief Inspector within the time specified 
in section 42 - the expiration of one month 
after the determination by the Court of the 
appeal. 

(3) Where under sub-section (1) or (2) a person may 
carry on the business of slaughtering animals for pet meat 
or processing or storing pet meat, without being the 
holder of a licence for that activity, another person may 
sell pet meat to him or buy pet meat from him, as if the 
first-mentioned person was the holder of a licence for 
that activity. 

(4) A provision of this Act or the Regulations that 
is expressed to apply to and in relation to the holder of 
a licence applies on and after the commencement of this 
Act to and in relation to a person who -

(a) on the day immediately before the commencement 
of this Act was carrying on the business of 
slaughtering animals for pet meat, or processing 
or storing pet meat; and 

(b) within 3 months after the commencement of this 
Act, applies for a licence in the period during 
which, under sub-section (2), Parts II and IX do 
not apply in relation to him, 

in the same manner as the provision would have applied in 
relation to him in that period if he had been granted and 
issued with such a licence on the commencement of this 
Act. 
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