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NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA 

AN ACT 

to provide for the office of coroner, the holding 
of inquests into the manner and cause of deaths, 
inquiring into the cause and origin of disasters 

and for related purposes 

B
E it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory of

Australia, with the assent as provided by the Northern Territo1y 
(Self-Government) Act 1978 of the Commonwealth, as follows: 

1. SHORT TITLE

PART 1 - PRELIMINARY 

This Act may be cited as the Coroners Act 1993.

2. COMMENCEMENT

This Act shall come into operation on a date to be
fixed by the Administrator by notice in the Gazette.

3. DEFINITIONS

In this Act unless the contrary intention appears -

"coroner" includes a deputy coroner;

"death" includes suspected death;

"disaster" means an occurrence due to natural or
other causes that -

(a) causes or threatens to cause -

(i) substantial loss of life or property;
or
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Coroners 

(ii) substantial injury to persons or
property; or

(b) in any way substantially endangers the
safety of the public in any part of the
Territory;

"disposal", in relation to a body, includes burial, 
cremation and disposal at sea; 

"investigation" includes an inquest; 

"person held in care" has the same meaning as in 
section 12(1); 

"person held in custody" has the same meaning as in 
section 12(1); 

"reportable death" means a death referred to in 
section 12(1); 

"senior next of kin" , in relation to a deceased 
person, means -

(a) where a person was, immediately before
death, married - the person's spouse;

(b) where the person was not, immediately
before death, married or, if married, the
spouse is not available - the person's son
or daughter of or over 18 years;

( C) where a spouse, son or daughter is not
available - the person's parent;

(d) where a spouse, son, daughter or parent is
not available - the person's brother or
sister of or over 18 years;

(e) where a person is an Aborigine - a person
who, according to the customs and tradition
of the community or group to which the
person belongs, is an appropriate person;

"spouse" includes a person's de facto partner. 

4. CORONERS

PART 2 - CORONERS, &c. 

(1) There shall be an office of coroner.

( 2) The Chief Magistrate may appoint a magistrate to
be the Territory Coroner. 

(3) A person who is a magistrate shall be a coroner.
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5, DEPUTY CORONERS 

Coroners 

(1) The Chief Magistrate may appoint a person to be
a deputy coroner. 

(2) An appointment under subsection (1) may be -

(a) limited in duration;

(b) subject to terms and conditions; or

(c) terminated at any time.

(3) A deputy coroner shall take an oath or affir­
mation of office in accordance with Schedule 1 before 
proceeding to exercise the powers or discharge the duties 
of office. 

(4) A deputy coroner may resign by notice in writing
given to the Chief Magistrate. 

6. JURISDICTION OF CORONERS AND DEPUTY CORONERS

( 1) A coroner has jurisdiction to investigate a
death or disaster, or to hold an inquest into a death or 
disaster, in accordance with this Act. 

(2) A coroner has -

(a) jurisdiction conferred by any other Act; and

(b) jurisdiction and power conferred by the common
law.

(3) Subject to subsection (4) and a limitation or
condition referred to in section 5(2), a deputy coroner 
has the same jurisdiction, powers and duties as a coroner. 

(4) A deputy coroner shall not conduct an inquest
into -

(a) the death of a person -

(i) held in custody;

(ii) caused or contributed to by injuries
sustained while the person was held in
custody; or

(iii) held in care; or

(b) a suspected unlawful killing.
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7. PROTECTION OF CORONER

A person exercising the jurisdiction of a coroner has
the same protection and immunity as a magistrate has in 
the performance of his or her duties as a magistrate. 

8 . DELEGATION 

(1) A coroner may, by instrument in writing, dele­
gate to a coroner's clerk any of his or her powers and 
functions under this Act other than the power to conduct 
an inquest and this power of delegation. 

(2) A power or function delegated under this 
section, when exercised or performed by the delegate, 
shall, for the purpose of this Act, be deemed to have been 
exercised or performed by a coroner. 

( 3) A delegation under this section does not prevent
the exercise of a power or the performance of a function 
by a coroner. 

9. APPOINTMENT OF CORONER'S CLERK

(1) A coroner may appoint a person to be a coroner's
clerk. 

( 2) A Registrar of the Local Court may act as a
coroner's clerk, 

10. FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF CORONERS' CLERKS

(1) The function of the coroner's clerk is to assist
a coroner to exercise his or her jurisdiction. 

(2) A coroner's clerk may -

(a) on behalf of a coroner, receive information
about a death or disaster;

(b) administer an oath or take an affidavit; and

(c) issue a summons requiring a witness to attend an
inquest to give oral evidence or to produce
documents.

11. RECORDS OF FINDINGS, &c.

( 1) A coroner or a coroner's clerk shall keep a
record of findings, evidence and comments in relation to 
each investigation into a death or disaster. 

(2) A record referred to in subsection (1) is not
admissible as evidence of a matter contained in it. 
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PART 3 - REPORTING DEATHS 

12. OBLIGATION TO REPORT DEATHS

(1) In this section -

"person heid in care" means -

(a) a child who, pursuant to the Community
Welfare Act, is under the control or care
of a person; or

(b) a patient who, pursuant to the Mental
Heal th Act is in custody whether in a
hospital or temporarily removed from a
hospital;

"person held in custody" means -

(a) a person in the custody or control of -

(i) a member of the Police Force;

(ii) a member of the Police Force of a
State or another Territory of the
Commonwealth or of the Australian
Federal Police;

(iii) a prison officer within the meaning of
the Prisons (Correctional Services)
Act; or

(iv) a sheriff appointed under the Sheriff
Act; or

(b) a person detained in -

( i) a prison or police prison declared
under the Prisons (Correctional
Services) Act; or

(ii) a detention centre approved under the
Juvenile Justice Act,

and includes a person in the process of being 
taken into or escaping from -

(c) the custody or control of a person referred
to in paragraph (a); or

(d) detention in a place referred to in
paragraph (b);

"reportable death" means -

(a) a death where -

5 



Coroners 

(i) the body of a deceased person is in
the Territory;

(ii) the death occurred in the Territory;
or

(iii) the cause of the death occurred in the
Territory,

being a death -

(iv) that appears to have been unexpected,
unnatural or violent or to have
resulted, directly or indirectly, from
an accident or injury;

(v) that occurred during an anaesthetic;

(vi) that occurred as a result of an
anaesthetic and is not due to natural
causes;

(vii) of a person who, immediately before
death, was a person held in care or
custody;

(viii) that was caused or contributed to by
injuries sustained while the person
was held in custody; or

(ix) of a person whose identity is unknown;
or

(b) the death of a person who ordinarily
resided in the Territory at the time of
death that occurred at a place outside the
Territory where the cause of death is not
certified by a person who, under a law in
force in the place, is a legally qualified
medical practitioner.

(2) A person who has reasonable grounds to believe
that a reportable death has not been reported shall report 
the death as soon as possible to a coroner or to a member 
of the Police Force. 

Penalty1 $5,000. 

( 3) A medical practitioner who is present at or
after the death of a person shall report the death as soon 
as possible to a coroner if -

(a) the death is a reportable death;

(b) the medical practitioner does not view the body
of the deceased person; or
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(c) the medical practitioner is unable to determine
the cause of death.

Penalty: $5,000. 

(4) If more than one medical practitioner is present
at or after a death and one of them reports it to a 
coroner, the other medical practitioners need not report 
the death but shall give to the coroner investigating the 
death any information that may help the investigation. 

(5) The death of a person held in care or custody
immediately before death shall be reported to a coroner as 
soon as possible by the person under whose care or in 
whose custody the deceased person was held. 

Penalty: $5,000. 

13. INFORMATION TO CORONER

(1) A person who reports a death shall give to the
coroner investigating the death any information that may 
help the investigation. 

Penalty: $5,000. 

(2) A member of the Police Force who has information
relevant to an investigation shall report it to the 
coroner investigating the death. 

PART 4 - INVESTIGATION OF DEATHS 

Division 1 - Coroners' General Powers and Duties

14. CORONERS' JURISDICTION TO INVESTIGATE DEATHS

( 1) A coroner has jurisdiction to investigate a
death if it appears to the coroner that the death is or 
may be a reportable death. 

(2) A coroner to whom a death is reported shall, if
it appears to the coroner that the death is or may be a 
reportable death, investigate it. 

( 3) A coroner need not investigate a death if an
investigation or inquest is held in another State or 
Territory of the Commonwealth. 

(4) A coroner may direct that more than one death be
investigated at one inquest. 

15. CORONERS' JURISDICTION TO HOLD INQUEST INTO DEATH

(1) A coroner who has jurisdiction to investigate a
death shall hold an inquest if the body of a deceased 
person is in the Territory or it appears to the coroner 
that the death, or the cause of death, occurred in the 
Territory and -
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(a) the coroner suspects unlawful killing;

(b) the deceased was, immediately before death, a
person held in care or custody;

(c) was caused or contributed to by injuries
sustained while the deceased was held in
custody; or

(d) the identity of the deceased is not known.

(2) A coroner who has jurisdiction to investigate a
death may hold an inquest as the coroner thinks fit. 

(3) A coroner who has jurisdiction to investigate a
death may hold an inquest notwithstanding that -

(a) the body of the deceased person is not in the
Territory or is in a place from which it cannot
be recovered or has been destroyed; or

(b) the cause of death occurred outside the 
Territory. 

16. DECISION NOT TO HOLD INQUEST TO BE NOTIFIED

(1) Where a coroner who has jurisdiction to hold an
inquest into a death makes a decision not to hold an 
inquest, the coroner -

(a) shall record the decision in writing;

(b) shall specify the reasons for the decision; and

(c) as soon as practicable after making the 
decision -

(i) shall notify the senior next of kin of the
deceased person; and

(ii) may notify any person,

of the decision, in writing, including the 
reasons for the decision. 

(2) Within 14 days after receiving notice of the
decision referred to in subsection (l)(b), the person may 
apply to the Supreme Court for an order that an inquest be 
held. 

(3) The Supreme Court may if it thinks fit, make an
order that an inquest be held. 

17. CONTROL OF BODY, CERTIFICATE PERMITTING BURIAL, &c.

(1) Where a reportable death has occurred and the
body of a deceased person is in the Territory, the body is 
under the control of the coroner investigating the death 
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until the coroner or coroner's clerk has issued a 
certificate permitting its disposal. 

( 2) Where the Supreme Court makes an order under
section 16 ( 3), a coroner or coroner's clerk shall not 
issue a certificate referred to in subsection (1). 

18. AID TO CORONERS IN OTHER PLACES

A coroner may use his or her powers under this Act to
help a coroner of a State or of another Territory of the 
Commonwealth to investigate a death. 

Division 2 - Coroners' Powers of Investigation 

19, POWERS OF ENTRY, &c. 

(1) A coroner who has jurisdiction to investigate a
death may, with such assistance as the coroner thinks 
fit -

(a) enter, if necessary with such force as is
reasonable, and inspect a place and anything in
it;

(b) take a copy of a document relevant to an
investigation; and

( c) take possession of a thing that the coroner
reasonably believes is relevant to an investi­
gation and keep it until the investigation is
finished.

(2) A coroner may, in writing, authorise a member of
the Police Force, at or between specified times or during 
a specified period, to do one or more of the following: 

(a) enter, if necessary with such force as is
reasonable, a specified place;

(b) inspect a specified place and any thing in it;

(c) take a copy of specified documents or classes of
documents;

(d) take possession of specified things or classes
of things.

(3) A member of the Police Force shall, on request,
produce a copy of the authority referred to in subsection 
(2) to the owner or occupier of the place or the person in
possession of the document or thing inspected, copied or
taken.
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(4) A coroner may release a thing kept under sub­
section (2)(d) and may require a person to whom the thing 
is released to give an undertaking to comply with a 
reasonable condition of release and the person shall 
comply with the undertaking. 

Penalty for an offence against this sHbsection: 
$5,000. 

20, AUTOPSIES 

(1) If a coroner reasonably believes that it is
necessary for an investigation of a death, the coroner may 
direct a medical practitioner to perform an autopsy on the 
body of the deceased person. 

( 2) A medical practitioner performing an autopsy may
cause to be preserved any material that appears to the 
coroner or the medical practitioner to bear on the cause 
of death. 

21. APPLICATION FOR AUTOPSY

(1) If a coroner has jurisdiction to investigate a
death, a person may ask a coroner to direct that an 
autopsy be performed on the body of the deceased person. 

(2) If a
subsection (1), 
person notice 
refusal. 

coroner refuses a person's request under 
the coroner shall immediately give to the 
in writing including reasons for the 

(3) Within 48 hours after a person receives a notice
of refusal referred to in subsection (2), the person may 
apply to the Supreme Court for an order for an autopsy. 

(4) The Supreme Court shall, if it thinks fit, make
an order -

(a) directing the coroner to require a medical prac­
titioner to perform an autopsy; and

(b) prohibiting disposal of the body of the deceased
person until the coroner has the results of the
autopsy and has ordered its disposal.

22, SENIOR NEXT OF KIN OF DECEASED TO BE NOTIFIED 

Where the coroner directs a medical practitioner to 
perform an autopsy on a deceased person who was a person 
held in custody, the coroner shall take reasonable steps 
to advise the senior next of kin of the deceased person of 
the direction. 
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23. OBJECTIONS TO AUTOPSY

(1) Where the senior next of kin of the deceased
person asks a coroner not to direct that an autopsy be 
performed but the coroner decides that an autopsy is 
necessary, the coroner shall immediately give notice in 
writing of the decision to the senior next of kin. 

( 2) Unless the coroner believes that an autopsy
needs to be performed immediately, where a request has 
been made under subsection (1), an autopsy shall not be 
performed until 48 hours after the senior next of kin of 
the deceased person has been given notice of the coroner's 
decision under that subsection. 

(3) Within 48 hours after receiving notice of the
coroner's decision under subsection (1), the senior next 
of kin of the deceased person may apply to the Supreme 
Court for an order that an autopsy not be performed and 
the Court, in its discretion, may make an order that no 
autopsy be performed. 

24. EXHUMATION

( 1) 
deceased 
believes 
death. 

The coroner may order that the body of a 
person be exhumed if the coroner reasonably 

that it is necessary for an investigation of a 

(2) The coroner shall ensure that at least 48 hours
notice in writing is given to the senior next of kin of 
the deceased person and to the trustees or owners of the 
cemetery, burial ground or place of burial where the body 
of the deceased person is buried before the body is 
exhumed unless the coroner is satisfied it is not possible 
to give the notice. 

(3) If the senior next of kin of the deceased person
asks the coroner not to exhume the body of the deceased 
person, the body shall not be exhumed until 48 hours after 
the request has been made. 

(4) Within 48 hours after receiving notice of the
order under subsection (2), the senior next of kin of the 
deceased person may apply to the Supreme Court for an 
order that the body of the deceased person not be exhumed 
and the Supreme Court may, in its discretion, make an 
order that the body not be exhumed. 

Division 3 - Deaths in Custody 

25, CORONER MAY GIVE DIRECTIONS TO POLICE 

(1) A coroner may give directions to a member of the
Police Force for the purpose of investigating the death of 
a person held in custody or caused or contributed to by 
injuries sustained while being held in custody. 
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(2) A member of the Police Force shall not refuse or
fail to comply with a lawful direction by a coroner given 
under subsection (1), 

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonment for 6 months. 

26. REPORT ON ADDITIONAL MATTERS BY CORONER

(1) Where a coroner holds an inquest into the death
of a person held in custody or caused or contributed to by 
injuries sustained while being held in custody, the 
coroner -

(a) shall investigate and report on the care,
supervision and treatment of the person whi.J.e
being held in custody or caused or contributed
to by injuries sustained while being held in
custody; and

(b) may investigate and report on a matter connected
with public health or safety or the
administration of justice that is relevant to
the death.

(2) A coroner who holds an inquest into the death of
a person held in custody or caused or contributed to by 
injuries sustained while being held in custody shall make 
such recommendations with respect to the prevention of 
future deaths in similar circumstances as the coroner 
considers to be relevant. 

27. CORONER TO SEND REPORT, &c., TO ATTORNEY-GENERAL

( 1) The coroner shall cause a copy of each report
and recommendation made in pursuance of section 26 to be 
sent without delay to the Attorney-General. 

( 2) Where the Attorney-General receives under 
subsection ( 1) a report or recommendation that contains 
comment relating to -

(a) an Agency, within the meaning of the Pub.Ii c

Sector Employment and Management Act, the 
Attorney-General shall, without delay, give to 
the Minister a copy of the report or 
recommendation; or 

(b) a Commonwealth department or agency, the 
Attorney-General shall, without delay, give to 
the Commonwealth Minister who has the 
responsibility for the department or agency, a 
copy of the report or recommendation. 
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( 3) The Attorney-General shall present a copy of
each report or recommendation referred to in subsection 
(1) to the Legislative Assembly within 6 sitting days of
the Assembly after receipt by the Attorney-General of the
report or recommendation.

PART 5 - INVESTIGATION OF DISASTERS 

Division 1 - Coroners' General Powers and Duties 

28. CORONERS' JURISDICTION TO INVESTIGATE DISASTERS

A coroner has jurisdiction to investigate a disaster
if it occurred in or partly in the Territory. 

29, REFERRAL BY ATTORNEY-GENERAL FOR INVESTIGATION 

The Attorney-General may refer a disaster to the 
Coroner and the Coroner shall carry out an investigation 
into the disaster. 

30. JURISDICTION TO HOLD INQUEST INTO DISASTER

A coroner who has jurisdiction to investigate a
disaster may, if the coroner thinks fit, hold an inquest. 

31. POLICE TO REPORT TO CORONER

A member of the Police Force who has information
relevant to an investigation of a disaster shall report it 
to the coroner investigating the disaster. 

Division 2 - Coroners' Powers of Investigation 

32. RESTRICTION OF ACCESS TO DISASTER AREA

( 1) A coroner investigating a disaster may take
reasonable steps to restrict access to the place where the 
disaster occurred and for that purpose may cause a 
prescribed notice to be put up at the place, 

(2) A person shall not, without good reason, enter
or interfere with an area to which access is restricted 
under subsection (1), 

Penalty for an offence against this subsection: 
$5,000 or imprisonment for 6 months. 

33. POWERS OF ENTRY, &c,

(1) A coroner who has jurisdiction to investigate a
disaster may, with such assistance as the coroner thinks 
fit -

(a) enter, if necessary with such force as is
reasonable, and inspect a place and a thing in
it;
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(b) take a copy of a document relevant to the
investigation; and

( c) take possession of a thing that the coroner
reasonably believes is relevant to the investi­
gation and keep it until the investigation is
finished.

(2) A coroner may, in writing, authorise a member of
the Police Force, at or between specified times during a 
specified period, to do one or more of the following: 

(a) enter, if necessary with such force as is
reasonable, a specified place;

( b) inspect a specified place and any thing in it;

(c) copy specified documents or classes of 
documents;

(d) take possession of specified things or classes
of things.

(3) A member of the Police Force shall, on request,
produce a copy of the authority referred to in subsection 
(2) to the owner or occupier of the place or the person in
possession of the document or thing inspected, copied or
taken pursuant to that subsection.

(4) A coroner may release a thing kept under sub­
section (2)(d) and may require a person to whom the thing 
is released to give an undertaking to comply with 
reasonable conditions of release and the person shall 
comply with the undertaking. 

Penalty for an offence against this subsection: 
$5,000. 

PART 6 - INVESTIGATIONS AND INQUESTS 
INTO DEATHS AND DISASTERS 

34. CORONERS' FINDINGS AND COMMENTS

(1) A coroner investigating -

(a) a death shall, if possible, find -

(i) the identity of the deceased person;

(ii) the time and place of death;

(iii) the cause of death;

(iv) the particulars needed to register the
death under the Registration of Births
Deaths and Marriages Act; and
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(v) any relevant circumstances concerning the
death; or

(b) a disaster shall, if possible, find -

(i) the cause and origin of the disaster; and

(ii) the circumstances in which the disaster
occurred,

( 2) A coroner may comment on a matter, including
public health or safety or the administration of justice, 
connected with the death or disaster being investigated. 

(3) A coroner shall not, in an investigation,
include in a finding or comment a statement that a person 
is or may be guilty of an offence. 

35. CORONERS' REPORTS

(1) A coroner may report to the Attorney-General on
a death or disaster investigated by the coroner. 

(2) A coroner may make recommendations to the
Attorney-General on a matter, including public health or 
safety or the administration of justice connected with a 
death or disaster investigated by the coroner. 

(3) A coroner shall report to the Commissioner of
Police and the Director of Public Prosecutions appointed 
under the Director of Public Prosecutions Act if the 
coroner believes that a crime may have been committed in 
connection with a death or disaster investigated by the 
coroner. 

36. COMPLIANCE WITH CORONER'S DIRECTION

(1) Where a coroner believes on reasonable grounds
that a person has information relevant to an
investigation, the coroner may direct the person to give
the information to a coroner, a coroner's clerk or a
member of the Police Force.

(2) A person shall not, without reasonable excuse,
refuse or fail to comply with a lawful direction by a 
coroner given under subsection (1), 

Penalty: $5,000. 

37. ADVERTISEMENT OF INQUEST

A coroner's clerk shall, not less than 14 days before
an inquest, publish in a newspaper circulating generally 
in the area, the date, time, place and subject of the 
inquest. 
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38. PERSON NOT COMPELLED TO ANSWER

A person shall not, under this Act, be compelled to
answer a question that may tend to incriminate the person. 

39. RULES OF EVIDENCE NOT BINDING

A coroner holding an inquest is not bound by the
rules of evidence and may be informed, and conduct the 
inquest, in a manner the coroner reasonably thinks fit. 

40. RIGHTS OF INTERESTED PERSONS

(1) The Attorney-General may, at an inquest, appear
or be represented, call and examine or cross-examine 
witnesses, and make submissions. 

(2) A coroner may make available a statement that
the coroner intends to consider at an inquest to a person 
who, in the opinion of the coroner, has a sufficient 
interest. 

(3) A person who, in the opinion of the coroner, has
a sufficient interest may, at an inquest, appear or be 
represented, call and examine or cross-examine witnesses, 
and make submissions. 

41. CORONER'S POWERS AT INQUEST

(1) A coroner may -

(a) summon a person to attend at an inquest as a
witness or to produce a document or materials;

(b) inspect, copy and keep for a reasonable period
a thing produced at an inquest;

(c) order a witness to take an oath or affirmation
or to answer questions; and

(d) give directions and do anything as the coroner
thinks fit.

(2) A coroner -

(a) may appoint a person to assist the coroner for
the purpose of an inquest; or

(b) shall appoint a person to assist the coroner for
the purpose of an inquest into a death in
custody.

(3) A person shall obey a summons, order or 
direction under subsection (1), 

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonment for 6 months. 
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(4) If a person to whom a summons is issued does not
appear, the coroner may issue a warrant to arrest the 
person. 

42. EXCLUSION FROM INQUEST.

(1) Subject to this section, a coroner shall conduct
an inquest in open court. 

(2) A coroner may, if he or she thinks fit, for the
administration of justice or national security or personal 
security at an inquest, order that all or any persons 
shall go and remain outside and beyond the hearing of an 
inquest, 

( 3) The coroner's clerk shall place a copy of an
exclusion order under subsection ( 1) in a conspicuous 
place on or in the building where the inquest is held. 

(4) A coroner -

(a) shall order the removal from an inquest of a
person who disobeys an exclusion order under
subsection (2); and

(b) may order the imprisonment of the person for not
more than 24 hours if the coroner reasonably
believes that the person will continue to
disobey the exclusion order.

43, RESTRICTION ON PUBLICATION OF REPORTS 

( 1) A coroner shall order that a report of an
inquest or of part of the proceedings, or of evidence · 
given at an inquest, shall not be published if the coroner 
reasonably believes that, to publish the report, would -

(a) be likely to prejudice a person's fair trial;

(b) be contrary to the administration of justice,
national security or personal security; or

(c) involve the disclosure of details of sensitive
personal matters including, where the senior
next of kin of the deceased have so requested,
the name of the deceased.

(2) A person shall not publish 
contravention of an order under subsection 

a report 
( 1) 

in 

Penalty for an offence against this subsection: 
$10,000 or imprisonment for 2 years. 
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44. NEW INQUESTS AND RE-OPENING INQUESTS

(1) A person may apply to the Supreme Court for an
order that some or all the findings of an inquest are 
void. 

(2) The Supreme Court may declare that some or all
the findings of an inquest are void and may order a 
coroner -

(a) to hold a new inquest, or direct a coroner,
other than the coroner who held the first
inquest, to hold a new inquest; or

(b) to re-open (or direct another coroner to 
re-open) an inquest and to re-examine a finding. 

(3) The Supreme Court may make an order under
subsection (2) if it is satisfied that -

(a) it is necessary because of fraud, consideration
of evidence, failure to consider evidence,
irregularity of proceedings or insufficiency of
inquiry;

(b) there is a mistake in the record of the
findings;

(c) there are new facts or evidence; or

(d) the findings are against the evidence and the
weight of evidence.

45. CORONER NOT TO BE CALLED AS WITNESS

(1) A coroner shall not be called to give evidence
in a court or judicial proceedings about anything coming 
to his or her knowledge in carrying out a coroner's 
powers, duties or functions under this Act. 

( 2) Subsection ( 1) does not apply in relation to
proceedings against a coroner for an offence. 

46. CONTEMPT

A person shall not -

(a) insult a coroner in relation to the exercise of
his or her powers or functions as a coroner;

(b) interrupt an inquest; or

(c) create a disturbance or take part in creating or
continuing a disturbance in or near a place
where an inquest is being held.

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonment for 6 months. 
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PART 7 - MISCELLANEOUS 

4 7 . REGULATIONS 

( 1) The Administrator may make regulations, not
inconsistent with this Act, prescribing matters -

(a) required or permitted by this Act to be 
prescribed; or

( b) necessary or convenient to be prescribed for
carrying out or giving effect to this Act.

(2) Without limiting the generality of subsection
(1), the Regulations may prescribe -

(a) the qualifications of a medical practitioner who
may be requested by the coroner to conduct an
autopsy;

(b) the persons to be notified of an autopsy
requested by the coroner;

(c) conditions relating to the conduct of an 
autopsy;

(d) issue of burial certificates;

(e) rules for the conduct of an investigation or
inquest, including adjournment and resumption of
an investigation or inquest;

(f) methods of dealing with exhibits;

(g) circumstances in which death or events causing
or threatening to cause death shall be reported
by a person to a coroner;

(h) the manner of complying with obligations imposed
by this Act or the Regulations;

(j) forms issued under or for the purposes of this
Act; and

(k) fees payable for a matter or thing under this
Act.

48. REPEAL

The Acts specified in Schedule 2 are repealed.

49. TRANSITIONAL

(1) In this section the 
Coroners Act as in force 
commencement of this Act. 
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(2) An inquest or inquiry commenced under the former
Act and not completed before the commencement of this Act 
shall, on that commencement, be deemed to be an 
investigation under this Act and the coroner conducting 
the investigation has. the jurisdiction, powers and 
functions vested under this Act. 

SCHEDULE 1 
Section 5 

OATH 

I, A.B., do swear that I will well and truly serve in the 
office of deputy coroner and that I will do right to all 
manner of people according to law, without fear or favour, 
affection or ill-will. So help me God! 

AFFIRMATION 

I, A.B., do solemnly and sincerely affirm and declare that 
I will well and truly serve in the office of deputy 
coroner and that I will do right to all manner of people 
according to law, without fear or favour, affection or 
ill-will. 

SCHEDULE 2 
Section 48 

REPEALED ACTS 

Ordinance, Act Number and year 

Coroners Ordinance 1974 No. 51, 1974 

Coroners Ordinance 1975 No. 6, 1975 

Coroners Amendment Act 1982 No. 60, 1982 

Coroners Amendment Act 1986 No. 36, 1986 
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