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NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA

No. 3 of 1995

AN ACT
to provide for the procurement of supplies for the purposes
of the Territory and Agencies, and for related purposes
[Assented to 21 March 1995]

it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory of
with the assent as provided by the
B E Australia,
1978 of the Commonwealth, as follows:

Northern Territo1y

(Self-Government) Act

PART 1 - PRELIMINARY
1.

SHORT TITLE
This Act may be cited as the Procurement Act 1995.

2•

COMMENCEMENT

This Act shall come into operation on the commencement
of the Financial Management Act 1995.
3.

INTERPRETATION

(1)
appears

In

this

Act,

unless

the

contrary · intention

"procurement directions" means directions issued under
section 11 by the Minister;
"Procurement Review Board" means a Procurement Review
Board established or continued in existence by
this Act;
"requisition" means an authority to acquire supplies;

Procurement
"supplies" means a requirement of the Territory or an
Agency, including goods, works and services, and
consultancies, provided or to be provided to the
Territory or Agency;
"tender" means an offer to provide supplies
stated or calculated price;

at a

"this Act" includes the Regulations.
(2) Where a word or expression used in this Act is
not defined in this Act but is defined in and for the
purposes of the Financial Management Act, then, unless
the contrary intention appears, that word or expression
has the same meaning in this Act as it has in the
Financial Management Act.
4.

DELEGATION

(1) The Minister or a person on whom a power
conferred or a function imposed by this Act may,
writing, delegate to a person or a person from time
time holding or acting in a named office, designation
position the power or function.

is
j_n
to
or

(2) A power or function delegated under this
section, when exercised or performed by the delegate,
shall, for the purposes of this Act, be deemed to have
been exercised by the Minister or person who delegated
the power or function.
(3) A delegation under this section does not
prevent the exercise cif a power or the performance of a
function by the Minister or person who delegated the
power or function.
5.

EXEMPTIONS

The Minister may, in writing, exempt an accountable
officer from the need to comply with a provision of this
Act and, while the exemption remains in force, the
accountable officer is not required to comply with the
provision.
PART 2 - PROCUREMENT
6.

PROCUREMENT REVIEW BOARDS

(1) The Minister may, in writing, establish a
Procurement Review Board or such number of Procurement
Review Boards as the Minister thinks fit for the purposes
of this Act.
(2) A Procurement Review Board shall be constituted
in accordance with this Act.
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7.

REQUISITIONS FOR SUPPLIES

Supplies for the Territory or an Agency shall not be
acquired except by a requisition issued in accordance with
this Act.
8.

TENDER REQUIREMENTS

Subject to this Act,· an Accountable Officer shall
ensure that tenders for the acquisition of supplies are
called in accordance with this Act.
9.

CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION RELATING TO

INVITING TENDERS

(1) Where the Minister is satisfied that it is
inexpedient to invite tenders in accordance with this Act,
the Minister may dispense with all or specified
requirements of this Act relating to tenders by the issue
of a certificate of exemption.
(2) Where a certificate of exemption is issued under
subsection
(1),
the requirements or the specified
requirements of this Act, as the case may be, need not be
complied with.
10.

DETAILS OF CERTAIN CONTRACTS TO BE PUBLISHED

The Minister may direct the disclosure of such
information in relation to contracts for the procurement of
supplies as the Minister thinks fit.
11.

PROCUREMENT DIRECTIONS

(1) The Minister may, from time to time, issue
directions with respect to the principles, practices and
procedures to be observed in the procurement of supplies by
and on behalf of the Territory and Agencies.
(2) Subject to this Act, all Accountable Officers and
employees shall comply with the procurement directions.
PART 3 · MISCELLANEOUS
12.

REGULATIONS

(1) The Administrator may make regulations,
inconsistent with this Act, prescribing all matters
(a)

required or permitted
prescribed; or

(b)

necessary or convenient to be prescribed for
carrying out or giving effect to this Act.
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by

this

Act

to

not
be
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(2) Without limiting the generality of subsection
(1), the Regulations may make provision for and in relation
to

13.

(a)

the establishment, the membership and the powers
and functions of Procurement Review Boards;

(b)

the circumstances in which tendering processes
are required or may be dispensed with;

(c)

the responsibility of employees and other persons
in the purchasing and procurement process;

(d)

existing contractual arrangements for supplies;

(e)

the documentation of orders, exemptions and other
supply
procedures
and
the
provision
of
information; and

(f)

the disclosure of information.

CONTINUATION OF PROCUREMENT REVIEW BOARDS

A Procurement Review Board established
under
regulation lOA of the Treasury Regulations and in
existence immediately before the commencement of this Act
shall continue in existence, constituted in the same
manner and with the same powers and functions as it then
had, as if established under this Act.
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