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NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALTA

.JUSTICES A¡4ENDMENT ACT 1997

TABI,E OF PROVISTONS

Short t.it1e
Corunencement,
Powers of Jus t.ices Lo

without evidence
Mi-nor offences

take plea of guilty

Offences that may be dealt wit,h summarily
Repeals and subst,itution:

"T22A. SERIOUS OR DIFFICULT MATTERS NOT TO BE
DEAI,T WITH SUMMARII/YX

Charge t.o be reduced into writ.ing and defendanÈ,
required to plead

lrlilness f or prosecution may be recalled. f or
cross - examinat.ion

nepeal
New section¡

''183A. COMPLAINT AI{D INFORMÀTION MAY BE JOIIüEÐ
rN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES ''

New Division:

"Division 4A - Rul-es and practice Directions
U2O1À. RUTJES A}ID PROCEÐURES'

7

No. 5 of 1997





J] E it enac.ted by the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory ofI) Australia, with the,_assent as_ provided by the Northern Territory
(Self-Government) Act I97B of the Commonwealth, as follows:

NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA

AN ACT

to anend the ,-Tustices Act

1. SHORT TITLE

This AcE. may be cited as the JusËjces Amendment Act
1_997.

2. COMMENCEI{EN?

This Act comes int.o operation on the date fixed by the
Administrator by notice in the Gazette.

3 POWERS OF ,JUSTICES
EVTÐENCE

TO TAKE PIJEA OF GUILTY I^IITHOUT

Sect.ion 1064 of the .Iusti ces Act is amended -

(a) by omitting subsection (1) and substituting the
following:

" (1) Where the defendanL. appears before a Magistrat.e
and the information charges the defendant with an offence
cognisable by a Magist.rate under section L20 or L2tA, or
both, the defendant aL any stage of the proceedings, and
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JusËices Ænendnent

whether any statemenE. has been t,aken from any witness ornot, may plead guilty t.o the offence or any of the offencescharged against him or her, and the Mãqistrate at the
commencenent of the proceedings is to inform the defendantof his or her right. so to plead.',;

(b) by omitt.ing from subsection

(c) by omit.tinq from subsection

(d) by omitting subsect.ion (3)
following:

(2) (a) "or ,Just.ices",.

(2) (c) "L29 ," ; and

and substituting the

" (3) If after the defendanL has so pleaded guilty toan offence, the ir4agistrate, on consideration of any fãctsstated by Lhe prosecution or given in evidence, is of theopinion thaE the time for taking the plea should bepostponed, the Magistrate may order that the plea of guilty
be wj-thdrawn and thereupon all further proceedi_ngs i;respect of the offence are to be conduct.ed in accordance
wiÈh this ParL; buL if any such further proceedings are
Laken the defendant. is not, by reason of his or her plea ofguilty, entit.led t.o plead autrefois convicE.,, .

4. MTNOR OFFENCES

Section 1,20 of the Justices Act is amended -

(a) by omitting "or by 2 or more Justices";
(b) by omitting all words after "does not. exceed" and

subst.it.uLing',$5,000. "; and

(c) by adding at the end the following:

" (2) The jurisdiction conferred by subsection (1) may
be exercised whether or not. the defendant consent.s lo its
exercise. t' .

5. OFFENCES THAT MAY BE DEALT WTTH SUMMARILY

Section 1214 of the ,JusËi ces Act is amended -

(a) by omieting subsection (1) and substituting the
following:

" (1)

(a)

Subject to secÈion 122A, where

a person is charged
indictable offence;

before Èhe Court wieh an

(b) the offence is either
(i) punishable by not more than 10 years

imprisonment.; or
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Justices Amendment

(ii) against sect.ions 21-0, 21,3, 229,
241", 243 , 245, 246, 247 , 251- or
Criminal Code and punishable
than 14 years imprisonment;

229, 240,
252 of the

by not more

(c) in Lhe opj.nion of t.he Court., the charge is noLone that, the Court. has jurisdict.ion, aparL fromthis section, to hear and determine in ã summa.y
manner;

(d) the defendant, consents
of;

to it being so disposed

Lhe prosecutor consent.s
of; and

to it being so disposed

(f) the Court, is of the opinion thar. Lheproperly be disposed of summarj_1y,

the Court has jurisdiction t.o hear and. determine
in a sunmary manner, and pass sentence on the
charged.

case can

the charge
person so

" (l-AA) The Court may seek from the prosecutor or, if
Ehe informant. is appearinq in person, from the informant,
and the prosecutor or informant sha1l give to the Court, anoutline of the evidence that, will be presented for theprosecution, for the purpose of enabling the Court to
determine whelher to hear and det.ermine the charge in a
srurunary manner.

" (1AB) A statemen. made by
inf ormant. under subsect,ion (1AA) is
evidence in a subseqr:ent. proceed.ing
charge. "; and

the prosecutor
not admissible
in respect. of

or
in

the

(b) by onittinq subsection (3 ) and substitut.ing the
following:

" (3 ) In this sect.ion,
const.itut,ed by a Magistrate. r.

'Courtr means the Court

6. REPEATS A}ID SUBSTTTUTÍON

Sect.ions 1-21F , t2IC, L22, t22A and L23 of. the Justices
.AcL are repealed and the following subst.ituted.:

"1.22A. SERTOUS OR DTFFICÜLT MATTERS NOT îO BE DEALT WITH
SUM}4ARTLY

"If it appears Lo the Court that an offence being
dealt with pursuant, to secEion 120 or 1,2IA, having regard
to its seriousness, Lhe intricacy of the facts or the
difficulty of any question of law like1y Eo arise at the
trial or any oLher relevant circumsL.ances, ought to be
tried by Lhe Supreme Court, Lhe Court may conduct apreliminary examination under this part in relation to the
of f ence. ', .
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Justices Anendnent

CHARGE TO BE REDUCED TNTO
REQUIRED TO PLEAD

WRITING AND DEFENDANT

SecÈion 125 of Lhe ,Iustices Act is amend.ed -

(a) by omit.ling from subsection (1) ',When Justices ora Magist,raL,e proceed to dispose of any case as aminor of f ence, or a iUagls trate proceeds todispose of a case under section" and iubstiEueing
"When a, Magistrat,e proceeds Lo dispose of anicase under seclion L20 or,'; and

(b) by omitt.ing from subsection (2) "Just.ices or,'.
8' wr?NEss FoR PRosEcurroN MAY BE RECAT,LED FoR cRoss-

EX.AMINATTON

section 126 of the Justi ces Act is amended by omitting
'Subject, t.o sect.ion 123(3) , vrhen" and substitufing 'When',.

9. REPEAI

Section 1,29 of the JusÊjces AcE is repealed.

10. NEI^I SECTION

The Justices Act is amended by inserting af t.er sect.ion183 the followj.ng:

" 183A. COMPLAINT AND TNFORMATTON MAY BE JOINED TN CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES

"Notwj-thstanding any other provision of this
where the Court has jurisdiction to deaL wit.h both -

(a) a charge specified in a complaint; and

(b) a chargre specified in an j-nformation,

inserting before

"Division 4A - RuLes and practice Directions

''201A. RULES ANÐ PROCEDURES

Act,

or
the

relat.inq to the same defendant. and arising from the same
associat.ed circumst.ances, Lhe Court may deal with both
complaint and informaLion toqether. ".
11. NEW DIVISTON

The .IusÊjces Act is amended. by
Division 4 of part VIf the following:

" (1) For the purpose of thejurisdicLion conferred on the Court
AcL, the Chief MagistraLe, within
Magist.rates Act, may make rules
direct.ions -

CourL exercising the
by this or any other
the meaning of the
and give practice
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(a) regulating the
CourE;

Justi ces Amendment

practice and procedures of the

(b) regulatingr rhe
Court; and

enfo5cement. of an order of the

(c)

as the Chief Magistrat.e considersfor the conducL of the business of

(1), " (2) wiÈ.hout limiting the
the Rules may -

requlating and prescribing all mat.ters and thingsincidental or relating to court practice ó,procedure or enforcenent,

necessary or convenient,
Lhe Court.

generality of subsection

(a) prescribe fees, costs and charges in respect of aproceeding in the CourE;

(b) enable the hearing of a
conduct.ed by t.elephone
t.elevision;

proceeding
or closed

Lo be
circui t.

(c) provide for officers of the Court and Lheirfunctions and may confer a discretionaryauthority on an officer or cLass of officers; ar.A

(d) provide f or the exempt.ion of a person orproceeding, or a cl"ass of persons or prbceedings,
from the application of the Rules or à particuÍar
ruLe.

" (3) The Rules may impose or confer on a cl_erk thefunctions and powers in relat.ion to the court. and. pro-
ceedings before the court, and a clerk is to perform tirosefunctions and may exercise those powers accordingly.

l'(¿) SubjecE to this Act. and the Regrulat.ions, thepractice and procedures of Èhe court in ielation to aproceedingr within its jurisdiction are in the d.iscretion of
Lhe Court,. " .
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