
NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA

AI{ ACT

to amend the Juries Act

DE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly ofthe Northern Territory of
.fD6us¡¿5a, with the assent as provided by the Northern Territory
(Self-Government) Act 1978 ofthe Commonwealth, as follows:

1. SHORT TTTLE

This Act may be cited as the Juties Arnendmen? Àct
L998.

2 - COMMENCEMET¡'T

This AcE comes i.nto operation on the date fixed by
the Administrat.or by notice in the Gazett,e-

3. NEr¡t SECTIONS

1lhe Juries Act is amended by inserting before
section 50 in Part. x the following:

''49A. CONFTÐENTIAI,TTY OF JURY DELIBERÀTIONS

'(1) this section applies in relation Lo juries in
criminal, civil or coronial proceedings in a court' of the
Territory, Lhe commonv7ealt,h or a state or anoEher
Territory of the Commonwealth, whether instit'uEed before
or afLer the commencenent of thi-s section.
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Juries -ÀInend¡ne.nÈ

" (2) A person must noE disclose protected
informaLion if the person is aware ÈhaE, in consequence
of the disclosure, the information wi11, or is likely to,
be published.

Penal t.y

(a) in the case of a natural
imprisonment. for 2 years;

person - $10,000 or

(b) j.n the case of a body corporate $50,000.

" (3) A person musc not solicit or obtain protected
informat.ion with the intention of publishing or
facilitating the publication of that information.

Penal ty:

(a) in the case
imprisonment

(b) in the case

of a natural person
for 2 years;

$10,000 or

of a body corporate - $50,000.

must not pubJ.ish proLecLed

of a natural person - $10,000 or
for 2 years;

of a body corporate $50,000.

(2) does noE prohibiL disclosing

, ,, 14) A
informaEion.

person

in the case

Penalty

(a) in the case
imprisonment

(b)

" (5)
protecEed

(a)

(b)

Subsection
information

t,o a court;

to a Royal Com¡nission, Commission of rnquiry or
Board of lnguiry;

(c) Lo Èhe Director of Public ProsecuÈions, a
me¡nber of Èhe staff of the Ðirector's Office or
a member of the Police Force for the purpose of
an invest,iqation concerningr an alleged contempt.
of cour¿ or alleged offence reJ-ating to jury
deliberations;

(d) as part of a fair and accurate reporE of an
investigation referred to in paragraph (c); or
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./uries ÂmendrrrenE

(e) to a person in accordance with an authorisation
granted by the Ãttorney-General to conduct
research into matÈers relating to juries or
jury service.

'(6) Subsect.ion (3) does not prohibi-t soliciting or
obtaini.ng protected information -

(a) in the course of proceedings in a court,.

(b) by a Royal Commission,
Board of lnguiry;

Commission of Inquiry or

(c) by Èhe DirecÈor of Public Prosecutions, a
member of the staff of the Director's Offi.ce or
a member of the Police Force for the purpose of
an investigaEion concerning an alleged contempt
of courL. or alleged offence relating to jury
deliberat.ions;

(d) by a person in accordance with an authorisaEj-on
granÈed by the ÀEtorney-General to conducL
research into matLers relating to juries or
jury service,' or

(e) by a 1egal practitioner for the purpose of
giving advice in relation to a matter referred
to in paragraph (a) , (b) , (c) or (d) .

" ('7 ) Subsecrion (4 )

protected informaÈion'
does noL prohibit. publishing

(a) in accordance with an authorisaLion granted by
the Attorney-General to conduce research into
matters relatinql to juries or jury service; or

(b) as part of a fair and accurate reporc of

(i) proceedings in respect of an alleged
conte¡np E. of court, , âo alleged of f ence
against, this section or an alleged offence
otherwise relat.ing to jury deliberations;

(ii ) proceedings by ¡¡¡ay of appeal f rom
proceedings referred lo in subparagraph
(i); or

(iii ) proceedings by way of aPPeal from
proceedings in the course of which jury
deliberations Look place if the nature or
circumstances of the deliberations is an
issue relevant to the apPeal.
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Juries Arnendnent

" (8) rhis section does rioL apply in relation to
informat.ion about a prosecution for an allegred offence
agaj-nsL this section íf , before the prosecut.ion v/as
instituted, that. i.nformation had been published generally
to the public.

"(9) A prosecution for an alleged offence against
this section is not to be instituted except. with the
written consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions or
a person authorj-sed by the Director for Èhat purpose.

" (10) In this section

'protecced informaLion' means particulars of
statement,s made, opinions expressed, arguments
advanced and votes casE by members of a jury in
¿he course of their deliberations, other than
anything said or done in open court,'

'publish', in relation to protected information,
means communicaÈe or disseminate the
information j-n a way or to an exÈent that it is
available to, or 1ike1y to come to the notice
of, the public or a member of the public.

" 498 . ANO¡fft4rÎY OF ,JURORS

"(1) Except with Lhe leave of the court, a person
musE not., during Èhe course of proceedings, publish or
oLherwise disclose i.nformation thaE identifies, or is
likely to j.dentify, thaE person or any other person as a
juror in those proceedings.

Penalty:

(a) in the case of a natural Person
imprisonment for 2 Yeats;

$L0,000 or

(b) in the case of a body corporate - $50,000.

" (2) A person must not pubtish or otherwise
disclose information that identifies, or is likely to
identify, another person as having been a juror in
particular proceedinqs unless the other person iras
consenled to the publication or disclosure of that
information.

Penalty:

(a) in the case of a natural person - $10,000 or
imprisonment for 2 Years;

(b) in the case of a body corporate - $50,000
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Juries .qnendnenË

" (3) A person must noE, solj-cit. or obtain
inf ormati.on that identif ies, or is J.ikely to identify,
another person as a juror, or as having been a juror, in
part.icular proceedings with the inLention of publishinq:
or facilitating the publication of thaL informati-on.

Penalty:

(a) in the case of a naturaL
imprJ-sonment. for 2 years;

person - $10,000 or

(b) in the case of a body corporate - $50,000.

not prohibit" (4) Subsections (1) and (2)
publishinq identifying information -

(a) in accordance wi¿h an authorisaÈion granted by
the Attorney-General to conduct research into
matters relat.ing to juries or jury service; or

(b) as parE of a fair and accurate report of

(i) proceedings in respect. of an allêged
contempt. of court, an alleged offence
against this section or an alleged offence
otherwise relating ¿o a juror's ident.ity;
or

do

(ii) proceedings
proceedings
(i).

by way of appeal from
referred to in subparaqraph

'(5) Subsections (1) and (2) do not prohibit
disclosing identifying information -

(a) !o a courL;

(b) lo a Royal Commission, Commission of Inquiry or
Board of fnquiry;

(c) to the Director of Public Prosecutions, a
member of the staff of the Director's office or
a member of the Police Force for the purpose of
an inwestiqation concerning an alleged contempL
of court or alleged offence relating Lo a
juror's identity;

(d) as part of a fai.r and accurate reporL of an
investigation referred Eo in paragraph (c);
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Juries ArnendÍtent

(e) to a person in accordance with an authorisation
granted by the -A.ttorney-General to conduct
research int,o mat,ters relatinq to juries or
jury service,' or

(f ) lo a legat pract.itioner f or the
obtaining advice in relation to
¡eferred to in paragraph (a), (b),
(e) .

purpose of
a mat.ter

(c), (d) or

" (6)
obtaining

(a)

(b)

Subsect.ion (3) does not prohibit, sol-iciting or
identifyinq information -

in the course of proceedings in a court,'

of Inquiry orby a Royal Com¡nission, Commission
Board of Inguiry;

(c) by the Ðirector of Public Prosecutions, a
member of the staff of the DirecLor's Office or
a member of the police Force for the purpose of
an investigation concerning an alleged conternpt,
of courE or alleged offence relating to a
juror's j-dentity; or

(d) by a person in accordance wj.t,h an authorisation
granted by the Attorney-General to conduct
reseârch inlo matters relaLing to juries or
jury service.

" (?) This secÈion does noL apply in relation to
information abouL a prosecuÈion for an alleqed offence
againsL this section if, before the prosecution was
instituted, thaE informat,ion had been published generally
to the public.

" (8) A prosecution for an alleged offence against
this section is noE to be i.nstituted except with the
written consent. of the Director of PubLic Prosecut.ions or
a person authorised by the Director for that purpose.

" (9) In this section

'identifying information' means information that'
j.dent.ifies, or is likely Èo identify, a person
âs, or as having been, a juror in parLicular
proceedings;

'proceedings' means criminal, civil or coronial
proceedings in a court of Èhe Territory, the
Commonwealth or a State or another îerritory of.
the CoÍìmonwealth, whether insÈituted before or
after the còmmence¡nent of this section;
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Juries Â¡nendnent

'publish', in relation to information, means
conmunicate or disseminaÈe Lhe information in a
hray or to an extent that it, is available to, or
likely to come t.o the noÈice of , the public or
a member of the public.".
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