
NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA

AI{ ACT

t.o amend the fnÊerpretation Act

PE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory of
r-ldu5t¡¿lia, with the assent as provided by the Northern Territory
(Self-Government) Act 1978 ofthe Commonwealth, as follows:

1. SHORT TITLE

fhis Act. may be
Arnendment Act J-998.

cited as Lhe fnterpretation

2. NEW SECTIONS

The fnËerpretation Act is amended by inserting after
section 62 the following:

"62A. REGARD TO BE HAD TO PURPOSE OR OB.]ECT OF ACT

'r fn int.erpreting a provision of an Act, aconstruction that promotes the purpose or objecÈ
underlyì-ng the AcL (whether the purpose or obj ect is
expressly stated in the Act. or not) is to be preferred toa construction that, does not promote the purpose or
obj ect.
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f n t erpr e ta t i on Amendment

"628. USE OF EXTRTNSIC I4ATERIAIJ TN INTERPRETING ACT

" (1) fn interpreting a provision of an AcL, if
material not forming part of the Act is capable of
assisting in ascert,aining the meaninq of the provision,
t.he material may be considered -

(a) to confirm that the meaning of the provision is
the ordinary meaning conveyed by the text. of
the provision takingr into account its cont.ext
in the Act and the purpose or object underlying
the AcE.; or

(b) to deLermine the meaning of the provision
when -
(i) Lhe provision is ambiguous or obscure; or

(ii) the ordinary meaning conveyed by lhe ÈexL
of the provision taking int,o accourrt it.s
cont,ext in the Act and t,he purpose or
obj ect underlyinq the AcL leads to a
result that is manifest.ly absurd or is
unreasonable.

" (2) WilhouE limiting subsecLion (1) , t.he material
that. may be considered in interpreting a provision of an
Act. includes -

(a) aIl maÈLers noE forming part of the Act that
are se! out in the document, containing the Lext.
of the Act as pri.nted by the Government
Printer;

(b) any relevant, report of a Royal Commission,
Reform Commission, commiEtee of inguiry
oÈher similar body that was laid before
Legislative essembly before the time when
provision was enacted;
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(c) any relevanL report of a
Legislative Assembly that
Legislative Assembly before
provision was enacLed;

commit¿ee of
was made to
the time when

(d) any treaty or oLher internationaÌ agreement
that i-s referred to in the Act.;

(e) any explanatory memorandum relati.ng to the Bill
containing the provision, or any other relevant.
documenl, that was laid before, or furnished to
the members of the Legislative Assembly by a
Minister before the t,i.ne when the provision was
enacted;
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Í n t, erp re t a t i on Amendmen t

(f) the speech made to the Legislative assembly bya Minister on the occasiän of the moving bythat Minister of a motion that the Billcontaining the provision be read. a second timein the Legislative Assembly; and.

(S) any document (whether or not a document, Lowhich a preceding paragraph applies) that is
declared by the .A,ct to be a relevant document.
for the purposes of this section. ".
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