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NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA 

AN ACT 

to amend the Traffic Act 

B
E it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory of

Australia, with the assent as provided by the Northern Territory 

(Self-Government) Act 1978 of the Commonwealth, as follows: 

1. SHORT TITLE

This Act may be cited as the Traffic Amendment Act

1998. 

2. PRINCIPAL ACT

The Traffic Act is in this Act referred to as the
Principal Act. 

3. APPOINTMENT OF INSPECTORS, &c.

Section 9 of the Principal Act is amended by 
omitting from subsection (2) "An inspector" and 
substituting "In addition to the powers conferred, and 
the functions imposed, on an inspector or officer under 
this Act, an inspector". 

4. IMMEDIATE SUSPENSION OFFENCES

Section 20A of the Principal Act is amended by
omitting subsection (15). 

No. 2 of 1998
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Traffic Amendment

5. DANGEROUS DRIVTNG OR RIDING

Section 30 of the Principat Act is amended

(a) by omitting from subsection
convicLion" and subsEiEuEingr "Lhequilt."; and

(3) "Lhe
findinq of

(b) by omitting from subsecEion (3) (a) "3 months"
and su.bstiLuEinq "6 months".

6. NEW SECTION

the Principal Act is amended by inserEing aft.er
section 30 the following:

"304. DRTVING AT DANGEROUS SPEED

" (1) A person must. not. drive
t.hat is 45 krì/h or more faster
specified in the RegulaEions.

a vehicle at a
t.han the speed

speed
lini t.

Penalty:. ç2,000 or imprisonmenl for 2 years.

" (2) lVhere a person is found guilLy of an offence
againsE subsection (1), the person's licence is, by force
of the finding of guilt, cancelled and the person is
d.isqualified from holding a licence -

(a) for a firs¿ offence - for a period of 3 months;
or

(b) for a second offence or subseguent offence
for a period of 6 months,

or for such longer period as Ehe Court. thinks fit

"(3) SubsecLion (1) does not apply to
a motor vehicle that is

the driver of

(a) being driven or used by a member of the Police
Force in the execution of that member's duLy;

(b) being driven by a member of the Northern
Territory Fire and Rescue Service, within the
meaning of Èhe Fire and Emergency AcE, to a
place in answer Lo a call for the services of
the Northern TerriÈory Fire and Rescue Service,
or whilst. it. is in use aL a fire or other
emergency; or

(c) an ambulance. "
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Traffic A¡¡rendment

7. CANCELLATTON OF LTCENCE

Sect.ion 39 of t.he principal Act is amended -
(a) by omitting from subsection (1) al1 word,s

before paragraph (e) and substitut.ing the
f oIJ-owing::

" (1) Where a court finds a person
offence against a section specified
Schedule I , t.he person' s licence is ,
f indi-ng of guilt, cancelled and
disgualified from holding' a licence -

is guilty of an
in Column 1 of
by force of the
the person is

(a) for the first offence, for the period specified
in column 3; or

(b) for the second or subsequent. offence, for the
period specified in column 4,

of that. Schedule opposit.e Èhe relevant
Column 1, or such longer period as the courE.
but if the f inding relates t.o - ";

sect.ion in
t.hinks fic,

(b) by ornitting from subseclion (1) (e) "convict.ion
^rll -v!

(c) by omitting from subsecLion (1) (f) "convicLion
^rll 

.
v!

(d) by omiÈting from subsection (2) (b) "offence
including a finding of guilt and" and
substituting "offence, a finding of guilt"; and.

(e) by insert.ing af ter subsection (3 ) the
f oJ-lowing:

" (3A'¡ hihere a person, who was disqualified from
driving a moLor vehicle under section 20A(4), is in
respect of Èhe same offence disqualified from holding a
licence under this secEion, t.he court must. make an order
thac Èhe period of disgualification from holding a
licence under this section is the period that eguals the
period of disqualification imposed under this sectlon
less t.he actual period for which the person was
disqualified from driving under section 20À.. ".
8. TRAFFIC TNFRINGEMENT DETEC"ION DEVICE

Section 44 of the Principal Act is amended

(a) by inserting after subsection
following:

(1) the

" (1À) The Director must not approve under
subsecLion (1) an apparatus that produces a phoÈographic
imaqe or an electronic image as a traffic infringemenl
detecÈion device unless it is capable of producinçr an
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Traffic Anendment

image or images in respect, of t.he commission of an
offence E,haE.

(a) is or are in an unalLerable format; and

(b) alone indicates or jointly indicate Ehe
following:
(i) a code idenÈifying the device that.

recorded t.he j-mage;

(ii) a code identifying the place where the
device recorded the image;

(iii) a code identifying the person responsible
f or t,he use of t,he device aL LhaE
location;

(iv) the date and the time when the image was
recorded;

(v) the vehicle and the number plate of the
vehicle;

1vi ) where t.he of f ence is one of exceeding a
prescribed speed limit

(A) the prescribed speed limit,' and

(B) the speed of Lhe vehicle;

(vii ) where the of f ence is one of contraveni-ng

:i .t " tlåi? r..o"oîo#åo "îiTl,. 
"io ï:::::åi:;

on a public street beyond a stop line or a
part of the signal while a liqhL thaL is a
red circle or a red arro$¡ is displayed
facing a driver, the number of seconds
between the Lime the liqht r¡/as displayed
and the time the driver proceeded beyond'
the stop line or the part of the signal,'

(viii) the prescribed information, if any.";

(b) by omitting subsection (3) and' insertinqr the
following:

" (3) A traffic infringement detection device is not
to be used. for or in relation to the detection of an
offence unless it has been tested by a person approved
under subsection (2) in accordance with the notice
approvinq Ehe device under subsection (1)."; and

(c) by omiLting subsections (4) and (5).
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9. NEW SECTION

The Principal Act
secLion 44 t.he following

is amended by inserting after

" 44A. PROOF OF CERTAIN MATTERS RELATING TO USE OF
TNFRTNGEMENT DETECTION ÐEVICES

"fn proceedings for an offence against this À,ct

(a) evidence may be given by a member of the police
Force or an officer of the use by the meÍúler or
officer of a traffic infringement det.ection
device in relat ion to t.he deLection of the
offence, and Lhe evidence is prima facie
evidence of the offence;

(b) a certificate purporting to be signed by a
person approved under section 44 (2), or a copy
of the certificate, produced by the prosecution
and purporting to cert,if y that t.he traf f ic
infringement. detection device specified in the
cert.ificate -

(i) is a traffic infringement d.etection device
within t.he meaninq of this Act.; and

(ii ) rÀ?as tes ted by a person approved under
sect.ion 44 (2) in accordance wi ch the
noÈice approving the devices under section
44 (l) on a specified day in respect of a
specif ied period, and was shown by t.he
tes t to be accuraÈe Lo the ext.ent.
indicated in the certificate,

is, withouE. proof of the signature, evidence of the fact.s
certif ied and. t.hat Ehe device r¡las accurate to t.hat.
extenL;

(c) where the offence is one of driving a vehicle
aL a speed. that is faster than a prescribed
speed limit, t,he production by the prosecution
of an image that \^ras recorded by a traf f ic
infringemenc detection device, and that,
indicates the informat,ion specified in sectj-on
44 (LA) , is evidence ¿hat at the time and place
indicaled on the image Lhe mot.or vehicle
appearing in the image was drj-ven at. the speed
indicated on Èhe image; and

(d) where the offence is one of contravening or
failinq to comply with a traffic conLrol signal
by proceeding on a public street beyond a stop
line or a part of the signal while a light. that.
is a red circle or a red arro\^¡ is displayed
facing a driver, the production by the
prosecuLion of an image thaÈ ü/as or images that
were recorded by a traffic infringement
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detect.ion device, and that indicat,es or joint.ly
indicate the information specified in seceion
44 (1.A) , is evi-dence that, at. the t.ime and place
indicated on Lhe image the driver of the
vehicle appearing in the image or both imagres
proceeded beyond the stop line or t.he parc of
the signal while a liqht. t.hat was a red circle
or red arrohr was facing the driver. ".

L,

t
a
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