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NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA 

AN ACT 

to amend the Juvenile Justice Act 

B
E it_ enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory of

Australia, with the assent as provided by the Northern Territory 

(Self-Government) Act 1978 of the Commonwealth, as follows: 

1. SHORT TITLE

This Act may be cited as the Juvenile Justice 

Amendment Act 1998. 

2. COMMENCEMENT

This Act comes into operation on the date fixed by
the Administrator by notice in the Gazette. 

3. PRINCIPAL ACT

The Juvenile Justice Act is in this Act referred to
as the Principal Act. 

4. INTERPRETATION

Section 3 of the Principal Act is amended -

(a) by inserting after the definition of "juvenile"
in subsection (1) the following:

"'mandatory period', in relation to a juvenile found 
guilty of a property offence, means the first 
28 days of the period of detention imposed on 
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JuveniJ-e Justice Amendment

the juvenile in pursuance of section 53AE(2);";
and

(b) by j-nsert.ing aft.er Lhe definit.ion of "officialvisitor" in subsection (1) t.he foltowing:

"'prison' has the same meaningi as in the prjsons
(Correctionaf Services) Act;', .

5. DISPOSITION BY COURT

Section 53 of the Principal Act, is amended -
(a) by insert,ing in subsection (1)

(in relation to a property
t'DiviSion 3"; and

"and Division 3A
offence) " afEer
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(b) by inserting after subsection
following:

(1) (e) the

"(ea) order in accordance with section 53AH(2) that
Lhe juvenile participat,e, wi-thin such time as
the Court orders, in an approved projecc for
224 hours;".

REPEAL

The heading to Subdivision 1 of Division 3 of Part
Vf of Lhe Principal ect is repealed.
.7. HEADING TO SUBDTVTSION 2 OF DTVTSTON 3 OF PÀRT VI

The heading Lo Subdivision 2 of. Division
VI of the Principal AcE is amended by
",9uödjvjsion 2" and substitut.ing "Division 3A" .

3 of Part.
omitEing

I SE}üTENCTNG OF REPEAT PROPERTY OFFENDERS }.JHO HÀVE
ATTATNEÐ AGE OF 15 YEARS

Section 53AE of Èhe Principal ect is amended -
(a) by insert.ing af ter

f ollowi.ng:
subsect.ion (21 the

" (2À) The mandatory period of a period. of detention
imposed in pursuance of subsection (2) is not to be
served concurrently with the period of detention or term
of imprisonment for another offence (whether Lhat other
offence is a property offence or noL) . "; and

(b) by omitting f rom subsect.ion (4 ) "property
offences are together a single property
offence" and subsÈituting "findings of guilt
are togegher a single finding of guilL".
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Juveni J e JusËice Anendment

9. ÀDDTTIONAL ORÐERS FOR REPEAT PROPERTY OFFENÐERS

Section 53AF of the Principal Act is amended by
omitting subsect.ion (2) and subsÈitucing the followingr:

" (2) An order referred to in subsection (1) cannot,
be made if its effect could be to reLease (whether
cond.it.ionally or uncondiLionatly) the juvenile from the
reguirement. Èo serve the mandatory period at a detent.ion
cent.re or in a prison.,,.

]-0. IMPRISONMENT ANÐ DETENTION I'NÐER THTS DIVISION

Section 53Ac of the Principal Acr is amended -
(a) by omitting from subsecEion (3) alI the words

after "sentencingr" (1ast occurring) and
subsLituting the followingi:

"the juvenile to -
(a) a Eerm of irnprisonnenL for the period remaining

to be served under Èhe order; and

(b) in respecL of Èhe remainder (if any) of the
mandaÈory period a term of actual
imprisonment for that remainder. "; and

(b) by omit.ting from subsecEion (4) "Nothing" and.
substitutinq "SubjecL to subsection (3),
nothinq".

]-].. PUNITTVE WORK ORÐER

Seceion 53AH of the Principal AcL is amended -
(a) by omitting from subsection (2) t'a properLy

offence" and substiuuting "an offence"; and

(b) by adding at. the end the following:

" (7) oespite section 69 of Ehe Prisons
(Correctional- Services) Act, a juvenile is noE entit.]ed
to be paid. for any work performed in compliance with a
punitive work order white the juvenile is in a prison.

"(8) In this section, 'juvenile' mearls -
(a) a child who has attained the age of 15

years; or

(b) in the absence of proof as to age, a child
who apparently has attained the age of 15
years. " .
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JuveniTe Jus Eice Amendment

72. CIRCUMSTANCES IN
MADE

IVHICH PUNI?IVE WORK ORDER MÀY BE

Section 53À,I of the principal ÀcE is amend.ed. byomitcing paragraph (b) and subst.ituting the following:

" (b) is sat.isf ied, af Èer -
(i-) considering a report from a probaÈion

officer about t,he juvenile and his or her
circumstances;

(ii )

(iii)

( iv)

(v)

taking int.o account. the juvenile's
physical and mental capacity; and

if Èhe Court thinks necessary - hearing aprobat.ion officer,

13

that. -
the juvenile is a suitable person toparticipaEe j.n the approved project; .tt9

the project is approved and can beprovided under the arrangement.s referred.
to in paragraph (a) . ".

OF JUVENILE IN CARRYING OUT PT]NITIVE WORKDUTTES
ORDER

SecEion 53AK of Ehe principal Àct
omitting from subsection (1) (d) "inform"
"in the case of a juvenile who is not
centre or in a prison - inf orm,'.

is amended by
and substituting
aE a detent.ion

14. REVIEW OF PUNITTVE WORK ORÐER

Section 53AL of the Principal Act is amend.ed. -
(a) by omitting from subsection (1) "The Court" and

su.bs tituting t'The Court. t.hat. made a punitive
work order",. and

(b) by omitting from subsection
punitive work order" and
punitive work order".

(1) (a) and (b) "a
substituting "the

15. BREACH OF PI'NITIVE WORK ORDER

Section 53AM of the Principal Act is amend.ed -
(a) by omiteing subsection (1) (d), (e) and (f) and

substituting the following::

" (d) assaults, t.hreaLens, insults or uses abusive
language Lo -
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(i)
(ii)

(iii)

JuveniTe Jus tice Amendment

a probat.ion off icer;

a supervising officer; or

a member of the slaff
cent.re or prison of f icer
supervising the order,

(s)

(b)

(d) by omittingr from subsection (6)
(first occurring) and subsÈitutingr
that made the order".

of a detention
responsible for

at any t.ime duringr the period that the order is
in force;

(e) in t,he case of a juvenile who is noL at a
detention centre or in a prison - chanqes his
or her address for the purposes of evading
execut,ion of this Act;

(f) commits an offence against a law in force
the Territory, the Com¡nonwealth or a SLate
another Territory of the Commonwealth at
time during the period that. the order is
force; or

in
or

any
in

commits a breach of t.he Regulations. ";
by omitting from subsection (4) "the Court"
(first occurring) and'ra puniti-ve work order"
and substitut.ing " the CourE that made a
punitive work order" and "the punit.ive work
order", respectivel-y;

(c) by omitting subsection (5) (a) (i) and. (ii) and
substitut.ing the f ollowing:

" (i) if that offence is a property offence -
(A) varying the order made in pursuance

of section 53AE in respect of the
offence by extending the mandatory
period; or

(B) making any other order it may make
und.er t.his Act, other than an order
the effect of which would be that the
offender would not serve the whole of
the mandalory period or any exLension
of that period under sub-subparagrraph
(À) as a term of actual imprisonment;
or

(ii ) if that offence is noL a properÈy offence
- makinq any other order it may make under
t,his Àct.; and"; and

"the Court"
"the Court
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16. SCHEDULE

?he Schedule to the principal Act is amended -
(a) by omit,tingr from clause 1(b) "and.";
(b) by omitting f rom clause L (c) 'of f ence. r' and

substitut,i_nq "of f ence; and";
(c) by adding at Èhe end of clause 1 the following:
'(d) the of fend.er was not employed at the premises

or place at the time of the offencê.,';
(d) by omit.ting from clause 2 n230,". and

(e) by addinS at the end the followinqr:

"3. An offence againsE sect,ion 61 of the Summary
Of f ences .4cÈ. 'r .
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