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NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA

AI{ ACT

to amend E}jle Coroners Act

BE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory of
Australia, with the assent as provided by the Northern Territory

(Self-Government) Act 1978 of the Commonwealth, as follows:

1. SHORT TITLE

This Act may be cit.ed as the Coroners Amendment. Act
L998.

2. COMMENCEMENT

(1) Section I of this Act is deemed to have come
into operaLion on 3 ÀpriL 1994.

(2) The remaining provisions of this Act come into
operat.ion on the date fixed by Lhe Administrator by
notice in lhe Gazette.

3. PRINCTPAL ACT

The Coroners Act is in this Act referred to as the
erincipal act.

No. 22 of 1998

[Assented to 30 March 1998]



Coroners Anendment

4. DEFTNTTIONS

Sect,ion 3 of the Principal Act is amended -
(a) by omitting from paraqraph

definition of "senior next of
"appropriaLe person; " and
"appropriat.e person; or"; and

(e) of Lhe
kin" the words

subs Li tutingr

(b) by insert.ing after paraqrraph (e)
definition of "senior next of
following:

of
kin "

Èhe
the

" (f ) where paragraphs (a) Èo (e) inclusive do not
apply or a person who would be the senior next
of kin under those paragraphs is noL
available - a person who immediately before the
death of the deceased person had a reLationship
wit.h the deceased person that, in the opinion
of the coroner, is sufficient for the purpose
of being the senior next. of kin; ".

5. CORONERS

Section 4 of the Principal AcL is amended by
omitt.ing from subsection (2) "Chief Maqistrate" and
subs tit,uting "Admi.nistrator" .

6. NEW SECTION

The Principal AcL is amended by inserting after
secLion 4 the following:

'I 4A. FUNCTIONS OF TERRITORY CORONER

" (1) The funct,ions of the Territory Coroner are to

(a) ensure thaE the coronial
Territory is adminisEered
ef f icient ly;

sysfem
and

in the
operates

(b) oversee and co-ordinate coronial services in
the Territory;

(c) ensure that all reportable deaths reported to a
coroner are investigated; and

(d) ensure that. an inquest into a death is held
where there is a duLy to do so under this AcL
or where it is desirable that an inquest be
he1d.
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Coroners Amendnent

" (2) The Territ,ory Coroner has the power to do allthings necessary and convenient to be done for orincidental to the performance of his or her functions. ,, .

7. DEPUTY CORONERS

Section 5 of the principal Act. is amended _
(a) by omittingr from subsection (1) ,,Chief

Magistrate" and substitutinq "Administrat,or,,;
and

(b) by omittins
Magis trate "
General', .

subsection
subs ti t,uting

(4) ', chi ef
"ALtorney-

from
and

" (1) l¡Ihere a coroner has jurisdiction to investiqat.e
a death and either Ehe body of the deceased person is in
the Territory or it, appears to the coroner that. the d.eath
or t.he cause of the death occurred j_n t.he Territory, the
coroner must hold an inquest. if -

(a) the deceased was, immediately before death, a
person held in care and custody;

(b) t.he death was caused or contributed to by
injuries sustaj-ned while the deceased was held
in custody, or

(c) t.he identity of t,he deceased is not. known

,'(1Ä') Where a coroner has jurisdiction to
investigate a death, t.he coroner may, if he or she thinks
fit, hold an inquest, j-f -

8. CORONER'S .fURISDTCITON TO HOLD INQUEST INTO DEATH

Seclion 15 of the principal Act is amended.
omitting subsect.ion (1) and substituting the follovring

(a) the body of the deceased person is in
Territ.ory or it, appears to the coroner t,hat
death, or the cause of death, occurred i-n
Territory; and

(b) t.he coroner suspects unlawful killing. ".

by

the
the
the
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