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NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA

AI{ ACT

E.o amend the Gaming ControL AcË

DE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory of
I)4*6ulia, with the assent as provided by the Northern Territory
(Self-Government) Act 1978 ofthe Commonwealth, as follows:

1. SHORT TITLE

This Act. may be cited as the Gaminq Controf
Arnendment Act. l-998.

2. PR]NCIPA.I, ÀCT

the Gaminq Controf ¿cc is in this Àct referred to as
the Prj.ncipal Act,.

3. DEFINI?IONS

SecE,ion 3 of t,he Principal AcL is amended -
"Ðivi.sion 4n(a) by inserting "or 5" after

definiEion of "agreement" ;

in the

(b) by inserting "or 5" afEer
defini[ion of "Licensee".

and

"Divisi-on 4r in the

No. 38 of 1998
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Gaming ContToJ Anendnent.

4. NEW DTVISION

The PrincipaÌ acL is amended by inserting in Part 4
after Division 4 the following:

"Ðivjsion 5 - InÈernel Gatning

"4']A. DEFTNITION

"In this
includes -

Division, 'internet gaming business'

(a) conducting a lot,tery;

(b) conductj.ng a game; and

(c) the sale of t,ickets in a lottery or foreign
1ot t ery,

by means of the int.ernet. but. does not include -
(d) garning conducted in accordance with this Act by

an approved association; and

(e) a Èrade loLtery conducted in accordance with
this Àct.

"478. APPLICATTON FOR LICENCE ÍO CONDI]CT INTERNET GÀI4ING

" (1) A person may apply to the Minist.er to be granted
a licence to conduct. an internet gaming business.

" (2) Àrr application under this section is Eo be in a
form or to the effect of the form approved by the Minist.er
and is to be accompanied by the prescribed fee, if any.

" (3) Àn application under this section musL conLain
or be accompanied by any additional informat.ion that the
Minister may requesE.

" (4) If a requirement
complied with, the Minister
application.

by this section is
refuse to consider

made
may

not
the

" (5) lf the Minister refuses t,o consider an
application or an application is withdrawn by the applicant
before it. is considered by the Mínister, the Minister, at
his or her discreEion, may refund the r,zhole or parL of the
application fee.
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Gaming Controf Anendnent

N47C. MTNTSTER î{AY E"NTER INTO AGREEMEÀIT

" (1) Notvrithstanding any other law of the Territory,
the Minister may negot.iate and enter into an agreement with
a person relating ¿o the conducL by the person of an
j.nt.ernet gaming business in or from the lerri.tory and the
manner in which the business may be conducted.

'(2) The Minister may carry ouE, or cause to be
carried ouL, any J.nvest.igations and i-nquiries Èhat, the
Minister considers necessary for the purposes of
determining whether Èo enter into an agreement under
subsect,ion (1) or to granE a licence under section 47D.

" (3) An investigation or inguiry under subsect.ion (2)
may include an investigation or inquiry to determlne
wheÈher a person or an associate of a person is a suit,able
person to be concerned in or associated with the internet
gaming business proposed to be conducted.

" (4 ) In decermi.ninq whether to enter int.o an
agreement. under subsection (1) , the Minist.er is to have
regard to the followi.ng:

(a) whether the person is of good repute, having
regard to character, honesty and integriÈy;

(c) whether the person has or is able Eo obtain
financial resources that are adeguate to ensure
the financial viabiliEy of the j.nLerneL gaming
business proposed lo be conducted and to obtain
Ehe services of persons who have sufficienE
experience in the manage¡nenE and operat.ion of the
business,'

(b) whether the person is
f inancial background,'

(d) whether the person has
ability to establish and
proposed to be conducted;

of sound and stable

sufficient
mainLain the

business
business

(e) whether the person or any person to be involved
j-n the management or operation of the internet
gaming business proposed to be conducted has any
association with a person, body or association
who or which, in the opinion of the Minister, is
not of good reput.e havinq regard to character,
honesty and integrity or has undesirable or
unsatisfactory f inancial resources ;



Gamlng ContToT Añendment

(f ) whether each dj-rector, partner, trust.ee,
executive officer and secretary and any otirer
offi.cer or person deLermined by the Minister to
be associat.ed or connected rr¡ith the ownership,
admi-nistration or managemenE. of the operations or
business of the person is a suitable person to
act in that capacity.

'(5) The Minister musE., not, laler than 3 sitting days
of the Legislative Assenrbly after entering into an
agreement under subsection (1), cause a copy of the
agreenent to be tabled in the Assenrbly.

"47D. MINTSTER }4AY GRANT LTCENCE

" (1) Where the Minister enters into an agreenent with
a person under section 47C, the Minister may grant a
licence under this Division to the person to conduct an
internet gaming business in or from the Territory and for
other purposes or activities associated vli¿h that business
thac the Minister thinks fit and specifies in the licence.

" (2) Subject to this AcE, a licence granted under
this oivision is subject to Ehe terms and condit,ions thaE
are specified in the agreement. and in the ]icence documenL.

"478. ÐURÀTION OF LTCEIÍCE

'(1) subject Lo subsection (2) , a licence granted
under this Division remains in force for the period
specified in the lj.cence but may be renewed.

" (2) A licence under Èhis Division ceases to be in
force if, before it. expires -

(a) it is t,erminated
agree¡nent;

in accordance with t,he

(b) the r,icensee surrenders it,- or

(c) ic is cancel-led in accordance r^¡ith this Act.

"47F. CATüCELLATION OR SUSPEh¡SION OF f,ICENCE

" (1) Subject t.o subsect.ion (2) , the Minister may -
(a) cancel a licence granted under this Division; or

(b) suspend a licence, or the agreenent pursuanL to
which it. was granL.ed, for any period, not
exceeding 6 months, Èhat the Mi.nisLer thinks fic.

" (2) The Minist.er must noE cancel , suspend or vary a
licence granted under this Division unless t.he Minister is
sat.isfied thaE the Licensee has -
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(a) failed to comply with a law of the Territory in
relation to Èhe conduct of the business to which
the Licence relates;

(b) failed to comply with a condition to which the
licence is subject;

(c) failed promptly to pay a fee or Lax in relation
to the conduct of the busi-ness payable under a
Law of the Territory or in accordance with a
condition to which the licence is subjecE.;

(d) failed to comply with a direclion 1awful1y given
by the Minister or the Director;

(e) been convicted of an offence that the Minist,er
considers, in the Minister's absolute discretion,
Lo be of such a naLure as would bring the licence
int,o disrepute; or

(f) in the opinion of the Minister, acted in a manner
or condoned an action that. is contrary to the
good repute of a licence and that has brought the
conduct. of the business to which it relates into
disrepute

" (3) Where the Minister suspends a licence under this
section, the licence is of no force or effect during the
period of the suspension.

" (4) Nothing in this
extending the term of a
section.

secEion is to be const.rued as
licence suspended under Ehis

" (5) In subsection (2) , a reference to a Licensee
includes, for the purposes of paragraphs (e) and (f), where
the Licensee is a corporation, a director of the
corporation and the person in charge of the operations of
the business to which it relates.

"47G. APPEAL AGAINST CÀT'¡CELLATION OR ST'SPENSION

" (1) A l,icensee may appeal to the Suprene
against. a cancellation or suspension of a licence
sect,i-on 47F.

Court
under

" (2) In decidi.ng an appeal under this section, the
Supreme Court -

(a) has the sa¡ne powers as the Mj-nisler; and

(b) is noE bound by the rules of evidence.

" (3) An appeal under this secLj-on
rehearing.

5
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Gaming ControL AnendnenE

" (4) fn an appeal under this section, the Suprene
Court may -

(a) confirm the decision;

(b) set aside the decision and substitute another
decision it considers appropriate; or

(c) seE aside the decision and return the matter t.o
the Minister with the directions iL considers
appropriate.

" (5) If the Supreme Court substitutes
decision for thaE of the Minister, the substituted
is, for the relevanE provi.sions of Èhis Division,
be that of the Mini-ster.

another
decision
taken Lo

"47H. CONDUCT OF BUSTNESS U}üDER LICSNCE

"subject Lo this Ace, nothing in a law of the
Territory prevents a ticensee or a person e¡nployed by a
Licensee from conducting the business permitted by Lhe
licence in accordance with the Èenns and condi-tions Lo
which the licence is subj ect and, to t,he ext.enL that a
condiEion would, but for this secLion, be in conflict vTith
a 1aw of the lerritory, the 1aw is of no force or effecL.

"47J. ASSIGNMENT OF LICENCE

" (1) Sr.rbject to subsection (2), a licence granted
under thj.s Di-vision or an interest (whether benefj.cial or
otherwise) in a licence may be assigned u/ith the consent of
the Minister.

" (2) The Minister may,
discretion, consent or refuse
of the licence or int.eresL.

in the Minister's absolute
Lo consenE. to the assignment

"47K. SIIRRENDER OF LICE}ÍCE

"Subject. to the Licensee having paid all outslanding
fees, t.axes and charges payable in relation to the
Licensee's conduct. of the business to which the licence
relates and to the payment to the Territ.ory of any prizes
that have been won buL are unclaimed or uapaid, the
Licensee ûây, by notice in wrieing Lo the Minister,
surrender a licence grant.ed under this oj-vision and the
licence ceases to have effect on it.s being surrendered.

" 47M. FEES

"On being granted a licence under this Dj-vision,
Li-censee musL pay to the Minj.ster the fee, if any, for
licence specified in the agree¡nent.

the
the
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Gaming ControL Arnendment

tr47N. TAXES

" (1) Without. limiting a Licensee's liability t.o pay
any other tax under a law of the TerriLor!,, the Licensee
must pay to the Minister, as a t,ax or levy, the amount.s and
at the times thaE are specífied in, or calculated in
accordance with, the agreement,.

" (2) -part 6 of the Taxatjon (Administration) AcE
applies to and in relat,ion E.o a tax or lerry that. is due and
payable under subsection (1) and a reference in that part.
to a duty or Èax is t,o be read and construed as a reference
Lo a tax or lewy under that subsection.

"47P. POI^ÍERS OF DIRECTOR fN RESPECT OF TNTERNET GAMTNG
BIJSINESS

" (1) The Director may approve the mar¡ner and form
in which the records of arr interneL gaming business
conduct.ed under a licence grant'ed under this pivision are
to be kept.

" (2) For the purposes of this Act, the Director may
appoint a person to carry oue the funct.ions that the
Director may direct. relat,ing to the supervision and
control of the int.ernet. gaming business conducted under a
l-j.cence granted under this oivision.

" (3) ?he Director may, from t.ime to time, direcE a
Licensee to provide informat,ion reJ.atingr to the internet
gaming business conducted under the licence held by the
Licensee that the Ðirector may require.

" (4) The Director may, from time to time, direct a
Licensee to adopt, , vary, cease or refrain from a practice
or proposed acEion in respect. of the internet. gaming
busj.ness conducted under the licence held by the
l,icensee.

. '(5) A Licensee must keep the records of the
internet gaming business conducted under lhe licence he1d,
by the Licensee in the manner and form approved under
subsection (1).

"(6) À Licensee musL noL contraverÌe or fail to
comply with a direcEion given under thi.s section.

" (7) ?he Director may approve -
(a) Lhe rules and procedures of a, qrame or l-ottery

conducted under a licence granted under this
Division; and
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(b) the equipment that may be used in playingr a
Saqe or lottery conducted under a licence
granted under this Division.

" (8 ) The Ði.rector may give directi.ons and. issue
guidelines to a f,icensee relat,inq to the operation and
playing of a grarne or lottery conducted und.er the licence.

"47Q. ENTRY OF PLACE
TNSPECTORS, &c.

BY DIRECTOR, GAMTNG

" (1) The Director, a gaming inspeclor or an
approved person may, at any time, enter and remaj.n in aplace where an i.nt.erneE gaming business is conducted
under a licence granted under Èhis Ðivision or a place
that is associated or used in conjunction wit.h the
business for the following purposes:

(a) to observe the operations of the .business,-

of the business;(b) t.o record Lhe operations

(c) t,o ascerÈain whether this .A,ct and the aqrreemenE,
relating to the business are being complied
with,.

(d) to perform any other functions of the Director,
the gaming inspecÈor or the approved person.

" (2) À person must, tìoE., without. reasonabLe excuse,
obstruct. or hinder the DirecE.or, a gaminq inspector or an
approved person in the exerci_se of his or her powers
under thi.s Àct.. ".

5. PENALTIES

Sect.ion 7 4
inserting " , A-lP,

of the erincipal Ace is amended by
47Q" after "46Q"

6. REGULATIONS

Section 80 of Principal AcL is amended by inserting
in subsection (2) (c) "or 5" af t,er "Division 4".
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