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NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA 

AN ACT 

to provide for security in the Assembly precincts 
and for related purposes 

B
E it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory of
Australia, with the assent as provided by the Northern Territo1y 

(Self-Government) Act 1978 of the Cqrnmonwealth, as follows: 

1. SHORT TITLE

PART 1 - PRELIMINARY 

This Act may be cited as the Legislative Assembly
(Security) Act 1998. 

2. COMMENCEMENT

This Act comes into operation on the date fixed by the

Administrator by notice in the Gazette. 

3 . APPLICATION 

(1) This Act is in addition to and does not derogate
from -

(al the Speaker's powers under section 16 of the 

Legislative Assembly (Powers and Privileges) Act; 

or 
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LegisTative AssembTy ( Security)

(b) any other power, privilege or inrnunity of
Assenrlcly and of its menrbers, conrnittees
persons in relation to the regulation of
conduct of persons on the Assernbly precincts,

Èhe
and
the

(2)
riqht to
there i-s
person -

Except as provided in this Act, a person has a
enter and remain on the Assernbly precincts, where
room for the person on the precincts, if the

(a) has a proper reason for bej-ng on or
precincts or has indicated that he or
to see the proceedings of the Assernbl-y;

about the
she wishes

and

(b) has complied with the requirements, if
the Speaker or an authorised person.

any, of

4. DEFINITIONS

In Èhis AcE, unless the contrary intention appears -

"Assembly" means the Legislative Assenbly;

"Assembly precincts" means the area of land specified
in the Schedufe;

"authorised person" means -
(a) a person appointed under section 5 Q) ; or

(b) a person referred to in secEion 5(1);

"explosi-ve" means a subsbance or articLe manufactured,
designed or ordinarily used to produce an
explosion or a pyrotechnj-c effect and incLudes -
(a) fireworks and gunPowder;

(b) a gaseous substance so compressed thaE it
is capable of exPloding;

(c) mat.erial or a substance used to produce an
explosion or pyrotechnic effect; and

(d) an apparatus, machj-ne, implement or
material, or a Part of an apparatus,
machine, implement or material, used or
able to be used or adapted to cause or aid
in causing an explosion or a pyrotechnic
aFla¡.' -

"firearm" has the meaning it has in the Firearms Act;
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"frisk search't means a search conducted by a person
running his or her hands over the outer clothing
of the person being searched,'

"offensive weapon" has the meaning it has in section
564(4) of the Summary Offences Act;

"screeningr search", in relation to the search of an
object, means a search by equipment, that is
designed to carry out the search withoub touching
the object or requiring it to be opened.

PART 2 _ AUTHORISED PERSONS

5. AUTHORISED PERSONS

(1) The following persons are authorised persons for
the purpose of this AcE:

(a) Èhe Clerk within the meaning of the LegisJative
AssembJy (Pouters and PriviTeges) Act¡

(b) the DepuLy Clerk wj-thin the meaning of the
LegisTative AssembJy (Powers and PriviTeges) Act;

(c) the Clerk AssistanE within the meaning of the
LegisJative AssembLy (Powers and Privileges) Act;

the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Asse¡nbly;(d)

(e)

(f)

a member of Èhe Police Force;

a person, employed by a security firm within the
meaning of the Private Securi ty Act that is
engaged to provide the services of crowd
cont.rollers in relation to the Assernbly
precincts, who -
(i) is direcbed by the security firm to provide

the services of a crowd controller in
relation to the Assernbly precincts; and

(ii) holds a crowd control-ler's licence within
the meaning of the Ptivate Security Act
(not being a crowd controller's
transitional Licence or a crowd
controller's provisional licence within the
meaninq of thaE Act);

(s) a person appointed under subsection (2)

(2) The Speaker nay, in writing, appoinb an empJ-oyee
within the meaning of the Public Sector EmpToyment and
Manaqement Act to be an authorised person.
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6. TERI\4INATION OF APPOTNTMEIflI

(1) The Speaker may, in wriÈing, terminate the
appointment of a person as an authorised person.

(2) A person who is an authorised person under
section 5 (1) (f) ceases to be an authorised person if -

(a) he or she ceases to be employed by the security
firm that provides the services of crowd
controllers in relation to the Assernbly
precincts;

(b) Ehe security firm that. employs him or her ceases
to be engaged to provide Èhe services of crowd
controllers in relation Lo the Assernbly
precincts; or

(c) he or she ceases to hold a crowd controller's
licence within the meaning of Èhe Private
Security Act.

(3) An authorised person appointed under sect.ion 5(2)
ceases to be an authorised person if he or she ceases Eo be
an employee withj-n the meaning of the Public Sector
EmpToynent and Manaqement AcE

PART 3 _ UNLAWFUL BEHAVIOUR
ON ASSE]VIBLY PRECINCTS

7. NO FIREÃRMS, EXPLOSIVES OR OFFENSIVE WEAPONS ON

ASSEMBLY PRECTNCTS

(1) A person must. not be in possession of a firearm,
explosive or of f ensive weapon on bhe Assenrjcly precincLs '

Penalty: $25,000 or imprisonment for 5 years.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply in relaEion to -
(a) a mentber of the Pofice Force acting in the course

of his or her dulies; or

(b) an authorised person acting in the course of his
or her duties.

8. PLACARDS, OBJECTS, &C., LTKELY TO ENGENDER VIOLENCE

(1) An authorised person nì¿Iy require a person who is
entering or who is in Parliament House with a placard,
poster or other object to deposit the placard, poster or
object with the person if it. is -

(a) offensive, threatening or i-ndecent; or
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(b) 1ike1y to engender violence or create a breach of
the peace.

(2) A person required under subsection (1) to deposit
a placard, poster or objecb must, as soon as practicable
after the requirement is made -

(a) deposit, it lvith an authorised person; or

(b) leave Parliament House with it.

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonment. for t2 months.

(3) Where a person fails to cornply with a requirement.
under subsection (1), an authorised person may seize the
placard, poster or object to which the failure to comply
relates.

9. UNLAWFUL, DISORDERLY CONDUCT, &C.

(1) lrihere an authorised person believes that a person
on the Assenrbly precincbs is behaving unlawfully or in a
disorderly or menacing Ítanner, the authorised person may
require the person to leave the precincts.

Q) A person must noE contravene or fail to comply
with a requírement under subsection (1) .

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonnent f.ot 12 months.

10. OBSTRUCTION, &C., OF AUTHORISED PERSON

A person musb not resist, hinder or obstruct an
authorised person in the execution of his or her duty.

PenalEy: $10,000 or imprisonment for 2 years.

PART 4 - POWERS IN RELATTON TO SECI.IRITY
ON ASSEMBLY PRECINCTS

1l-. PERSON MAY BE REQUIRED TO STATE NAME ANÐ ADDRESS, &c.

(1) An authorised person nay reguire a person who is
entering or who is on the Assernbly precincts -

(a) to te11 the authorised person the person's narne
and address;

(b) to te1l the authorised person the person's reason
for ent.ering or being on the precincts; and

(c) to provide to the authorised person proof of Ehe
person's identitY.
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(2) A person must not fail to provide, when required
to do so by an authorised person -

(a) his or her name and address;

(b) his or her reason for entering or beinq on the
Assenrbly precincts; or

(c) any proof of identity the person is carrying.

Penalty: $2,000.

(3) A person must not provide to an authorised
person a false name, a false address, false information as
to why the person is enteri-ng or on the Assembly precincts
or a false proof of identity.

Penalty: $5,000.

T2. SEARCHES OF OBJECTS

(1) An authorised person rnay require a person who is
entering or who is on the Assembly precincbs to submit an
object j-n the possession of Èhe person to a screening
search.

Q) Where an authorised person believes, orl
reasonable grounds, that it. is necessary to do so in the
j-nterest.s of security, he or she may require a person who
is entering or who is on the Assembly precincts -

(a) to open and empty out bhe person's pockets;

(b) co open or ernpEy a container, brief case , bag 'box, carton or other receptacle in the possession
of the personi or

(c) to enable Ehe authorised person to search an
object in the possession of the person.

(3) A person of whom a requirement is made
subsection (1) or Q) must, as soon as practicable
the requiremenL is made -

(a) comply with the requirement; or

(b) leave the Asse¡nbly Precincts

under
af ter

6
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13. FRISK SEARCHES

(1) Where an authorised person bel-ieves, orr
reasonabl-e grounds, that it is necessary to do so in the
interests of security, he or she may, with the consent of a
person who is enteri.ng or who is on the Assembly precincts,
conduct a frisk search of the person.

(2) Where an. authorised person believes,
reasonable grounds, that it is necessary to do so in
interest,s of security, he or she may require a person
is entering or who is on the Assernbly precincts -

the
to

on
the
who

that
with

(a) to accompany the authorised person to a place on
the precincts and to remain at that place; or

(b) to remain at a place on the precincts,

for Ehe purpose of enablinq a menrlcer of the Police Force to
conduct. a frisk search of the person.

(3) A person of whom a requirement is made under
subsection (2) must comply wj-th Èhe requirement.

Penalty: $5,000

(4) An authorised person musE, as soon as practicable
after making a requirement of a person under subsection
(2), request a me¡nber of the Police Force to atEend the
Assenrbly preci-ncts f or the purpose of enabling a f risk
search of the person to be conduct.ed.

(5) Where a member of the Police Force has not,
within 30 minutes after a request $/as made under subsection
(4), attended ab the Assembly precincts for the purpose of
enabling a frisk search of a person to be conducted -

(a) the person is no longer required to comply with
the requirement made of him or her under
subsection (2); and

(b) the authorised person must tell
he or she is no lonqer required
the requirenent.

person
comply

(6) A menrber of
Assernbly precincts in
subsection (4) -

the Police Force
accordance wit.h a

attendinq the
requesE under

(a) may require the person to whom the request to
attend relates to submit to a frisk search or to
remove a jackeb or coaE and submi-t to a frisk
search; and
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(b) m¿ly conduct a frisk search of the person, or,
where the member of the Police Force is not of
the same sex as the person being searched, nìay
ensure a frisk search of the person is conducted.

(7) A frisk search under subsection (6) may only be
conducted -

(a) by a mernber of the Police Force who is the sarne
sex as the person being searched; or

(b) where a mernber of the Police Force of the sarne
sex as the person being searched is not. available
to conducE the search - by any other person of

. the same sex who agrees to a requesb by the
me¡nber to conduct bhe frisk search.

(8) No civil or criminal proceeding lies against. a
person authorised for the purposes of subsectj-on (7) (b) in
respect of an act or thing done in good faith by the person
conducting a frisk search of the person in accordance with
the request of a member of the Police Force.

(9) A person of whom a requlre:nent is made under
subsection Q) must not. be questioned in relation to an
alleged offence other than by a me¡nber of the Police Force.

L4. FRTSK SEARCHES IN EMERGENCIES

(1) where an authorised Person
reasonable grounds, that cir:cumstances of
and urgency exisE that it. is necessary
interests of security, he or she may -

believes, on
such seriousness

Lo do so in the

under

(a) require a person who is entering or who is on the
Assernbly precincts to subrnit, to a frisk search or
to reÍrove a jackeE or coat and submit to a frisk
search; and

(b) conduct a frisk search of the person.

(2) A person of whom a requirernent is made
subsection (1) (a) must comply with the requirement.

Penalty: $5,000

15. SEIZURE ÀND FORFETTURE OF FIREARMS, &C.

(1) An authorised person nay seize a firearm,
explosive or offensive weapon Ehat is in the possession of
a person, other than a person Eo whom section 7(2) applies,
who is entering or who is on the AssernbJ-y precincbs.

Q) !,fhere a person is found guilty of an offence
agai-nst secbion 7 (7) , the firearm, explosive or offensive
weapon to which the offence relates is forfeited to the
Territory.

I
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(3) Where a person is found 9ui1ty of an offence
against section 8(2), the placard, poster or object Èo
which the offence relates is forfeited to the Territory.

]-6. AUTHORISED PERSON MÀY REQUTRE OBJECT CÀPABLE OF
CONCEALTNG FIREARMS, &C., TO BE DEPOSITED

(1) An authorised person may reguire a person who is
entering or who is on the Assenrbly precincts with an object
thaE is reasonably capable of concealing a fj-rearm,
explosive or offensive vreapon to deposib the objecE with
the authorised person.

(2) A person reguired to deposit an object under
subsection (1) must, as soon as practicable after the
requirement, is made -

(a) deposit the object with an authorised person; or

(b) leave the Assembly precincts with the objecb

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonment for 12 months

(3) Where a person fails to comply with a requirernent
under subsection (1), an authorised person may seize the
object to which the faiLure lo comply refates.

L7. DETENTION AND SEARCH OF VEHICLES BY POLICE

(1) An authorised person Íìay require the driver or
person apparenEly in possession of a vehj.cle that is on the
Assembly precincts to leave the precincts with the vehicle.

(2) Where an authorised person believes, on
reasonable grounds, that it is necessary to do so in the
interests of security, he or she rnay require the driver or
person apparently in possession of a vehicle that is on,
entering or about to enter the Assenrl¡1y precincts -

(a) to stop the vehicle or not to move the vehicle;
and

to-
(i) accompany the authorised person to a pJ-ace

on the preci-ncEs and to remain at Eha[
place; or

(ii) remain with the vehicle,

for the purpose of enabling a mernber of the Pol-ice Force to
conduct a search of the vehicle and its cont,ents.

(3 ) A person must not. faj-1 to comply with a
requirement, of an authorised person under subsection (1) or
I )\

(b)

9
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Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonment for 12 months

(4) An authorised person must, as soon as practicable
after making a requirement of a person under subsection(2), reguest a me¡nber of the Police Force to attend the
Assernbly precincts for Èhe purpose of conducting a search
of the vehicle.

(5) where a me¡nber of the Police Force has not,
within 30 minutes after a request was made under subsection
(4) , attended at the Assenrbly precincts for the purpose of
conducting a search of the vehicle -

(a) the driver or person apparently in possession of
the vehicle is no longer required to comply with
the requirement made of him or her under
subsection (2); and

(b) the authorised person must tell
he or she is no longer required
the requirement.

the
to

Èhab
with

person
comply

(6 ) A mernber of the Police Force rnay require the
driver or person apparent.ly in possession of a vehicle that
is on, entering or about to enter the Asse¡nb1y precincts -

(a) to stop or not to move the vehicle; or

(b) to open or open and empEy the vehicLe and any
object in the vehicle thaE is reasonabl-y capable
of concealing a firearm, explosive or offensive
weapon.

(7) A person of whom a requirement is made under
subsection (6) must comply with the requirement.

Penalty, $5,000 or imprisonment for l-2 months

(8) Where a reguirement under subsection (6) (b) is
not complied with, a member of the Police Force may use
such reasonable force as is necessary to break into and
search the vehicle or object to which the requirement
rôlrFôc

].8. DETENTION AND SEARCH OF VEHTCLES TN EMERGENCIES

(1) Where an authorised person befieves, oD
reasonable grounds, that circumstances of such seriousness
and urgency exist thab it is necessary to do so in the
interests of security, he or she may require the driver or
person apparently in possession of a vehicle tha[ is on,
entering or aboub to enter the Assernbly precincts -

(a) to stop or not to move the vehicle;

10
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(b) to open or open and empty the vehicle and any
object j.n the vehicle that is reasonabl-y capable
of concealing a firearm, explosive or offensive
weaponi and

(c) t,o -
(i) accompany the authorj.sed person to a place

on the precincts and t.o remain ab bhat
pl-ace; or

(ii) remain with the vehicle.

Q) A person of whom a reguirenent is made under
subsection (1) must comply with the requirement.

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisorunent for 72 months.

(3) An authorised person may search a vehicle to
which a requirement under subsection (1) relates.

(4) where a requirement, under subsection (1) (b) is
not complied with, an authorised person may use such
reasonable force as is necessary to break int.o and search
the vehj-cle or object to which Èhe requirement relates.

19. PERSON MAY BE REFUSED ENTRY TO PRECINCTS

(1) An authori.sed person may order a person who
refuses to comply with a requirement of an authorised
person under this Act (other than a requirement under
section 9 (1) ) not, to enter the Assembly precincts or a part
of the Assembly precincts.

Q) A person must not fail to comply wj-th an order of
an authorised person under subsection (1) .

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonment. for 12 months.

(3) Where a person fails to comply with an order
under subsect.ion (1) , an authorised person nÌay, using such
force as is reasonably necessary for the purpose -

(a) prevent the person from entering the Assembly
precincts or a part of the Assernbly precincts; or

(b) renove the person from the Assembly precincts or
a part of the AssenrbJ-y precincts.

20. PERSON MÀY BE REMOVED FROM PRECTNCTS

(1) Where a person refuses to comply with a
requirement or order of an authorised person under this Act
(other than a require¡nent. under section 9 (1) ) , ârl
authorised person may order the person to leave the
Assernbly precincts or a part of the Assembly precì-ncts.

t_ l-
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(2) A person must not fail to comply with an order of
an authorised person under subsection (l-).

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonment for 72 months.

(3) !,lhere a person fails to comply with -
(a) an order of an authorised person under subsection

(1) ; or

(b) a requirement of an authorised person under
secti.on 9 (1) ,

an authorised person may -
(c) renove the person from the Asse¡nbly precincts or

a parE of the Assembly precincts using such force
as is reasonably necessary for that purpose; and

(d) where the person has failed Eo comply with a
requirement under section 1"7 or 18 remove a
vehicle driven by or j-n the possession of the
person f rom the Assenrbly precincEs.

2T. ARREST

(1) Where an authorised person believes,
reasonable grounds, that a person has conrnitted,
conrnitting or is 1ike1y to conrn-it an offence against
Act, the authorised person nay, without warrant, arrest
person and take him or her into custody.

(2) Where an authorised person who arrests a
under subsection (l-) is not a mernber of the Police
the authorised person must deliver the person to a

of the Police Force as soon as practicable after the
is arrested.

on:^f5

this
the

person
Force,
mernber
person

(1) and
to an

(3) A person who is arrested under subsectj-on
is in custody musE not be questioned in relation
offence other than by a member of the Police Force.

(4) Where a person is delivered to a member of the
Police Force under subsection Q) ' the PoTice
Adninistration Act applies in relation to the person and
the member as if the arrest had been made under that Act.

(5) Nothing in this sect.ion derogaEes from the power
of a person to arrest a person v/iChout warranE under
section 44L of the Criminal Code.
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PART 5 _ REGULATTONS

22. REGULATIONS

The Administrator may make regulat.ions,
inconsistent with this Act, prescrj.bing matters -

(a) required or permitted by this Act to
prescribed; or

(b) necessary or convenient to be prescribed
carrying out or giving ef f ect to this Act.

SCHEDULE

ASSEMBLY PRECTNCTS

All those parcels of land in the Town of Ðarwin,
Northern Territory of Austrafia, containing an area of
L.704 hectares more or less being Lots 5796 and 5797
and being more particularly delineated on survey plan
590/31-9C lodged with the Surveyor-General, Darwin.

no!

be

for
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