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NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA 

No. 65 of1999

AN ACT 

to make provision in connection with the railway from Tarcoola to Darwin 
and for related purposes 

[Assented to 14 December 1999] 
[Second reading 24 November 1999] 

The Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory enacts as follows: 

1. Short title

This Act may be cited as the Austra!Asia Railway (Special Provisions) Act
1999. 

2. Commencement

The provisions of this Act come into operation on the date, or respective
dates, fixed by the Administrator by notice in the Gazette. 

3. Sunset provision

Where a regulation declares that section 6, 16 or 19 ceases to operate on and
after a specified date, being a date not earlier than the date on which the regulation 
is notified in the Gazette, the section ceases to operate on and after that date. 

4. Act binds Crown

This Act binds the Crown in right of the Territory and, so far as the
legislative power of the Legislative Assembly pennits, the Crown in all its other 
capacities. 
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5. Interpretation

(1) h this Act, unless the confrary intention appears -
"consortium" means the person or group of persons responsible for

constructing and operating the railway and includes -
(a) ifthe consortium is a person - the successors and assignees

ofthe person;

(b) if the consortium is a group of persons - a member of the
group and the successors and assignees ofthe group and ofa
member of the group; and

(c) a conhactor or other person acting for or on behalf of the
consortium or a member of the consortium in connection with
the construction or operation of the railway or both;

"corridor" means the land comprising the route of the railway from Tarcoola
in South Ausfalia to Darwin in the Tenitory;

"fxed railway infrastucture", in relation to the railway, means-

(a) railway üack; or

(b) buildings, installations or equipment for-

(Ð the operation and use of railway track;

(iÐ the embarkation and disembarkation of passengers; or

(iiÐ the loading and unloading of goods;

"raihvay" means the railway from Tarcoola to Darwin and associated
facilities, plant and equipment, rolling stock and all other assets
required for the operation of the railway and includes the rights to
use the corridor;

"road" has the same meaning as in the Control of Roads Act.

(2) Subject to subsection (1), where a word used in a section of this Act
is defined in an Act referred to in the section, the word has the same meaning in
ttrat section as it has in the Act so refened to.

(3) A section of this Act (which includes the definitions incorporated
into the section under subsection (1)) ttrat refers to another Act is incorporated into
and is to be read as one wittr the other Act.
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6. Applications relating to railway to be given priority

Each minister, statutory corporation, municipal council and community
govemment council must enswe that-

(a) in the case of a minister - the minister and officers in the
deparfnents administered by the minister; and

(b) in the case of a statutory corporation, municipal council or
community government council - the corporation or council and
officers employed by it,

give priority to considering applications by the consortium in connection with the
consfuction or operation of the railway or both.

7. Fixed railway infrastructure

Despite any other law of the Tenitory, fixed railway infrastructure does not
merge wift the land to which it is affixed and may be dealt with and disposed of as
personal properfy.

8. Control plan for corridor

(1) There is to be taken to be in force under Part 4 of the Planning Act a
confol plan, called the AustalAsia Railway Conidor Confrol Plan 1999, that
applies to the corridor.

(2) The Planning Minister is the consent authority for the contol plan.

(3) The control plan permits the consfuction, operation and
maintenance of the following:

(a) railway tack;

(b) bridges, tunnels, earttrworks and other stuctures to support railway
frack;

(c) drainage works;

(d) signalling and other communication systems;

(e) power lines.

(4) The control plan does not permit any ottrer use or development
wittrout the consent of the consent authority, including the construction, operation
and maintenance of the following:

(a) facilities for the embarkation and disembarkation of passengers;
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(b) facilities for the loading and unloading or storage of goods;

(c) facilities for maintaining rolling stock;

(d) office and residential accommodation.

(5) subject to subsection (6), the Planning Acl applies in relation to the
control plan under subsection (1) as if ttre confrol plan had been m¿de under Part 4
of that Act.

(6) Section 50 of the Planning Act does not apply in relation to a
development application in relation to the corridor unless the Planning Minister
determines that, in the circumstances of the particular application, it is appropriate
for the section to apply.

(7) Despite any confol plan or contol plan amendment in force under
the Planning Act immedtately before the commencement of this section, the use,
operation and maintenance of the railway (including fixed railway infrasfucture
and other buildings in existence, and works being canied out, immediately before
the commencement of this section) are to be taken to be an existing non-
conforming use of the corridor under Part 6 of the planning Act.

(8) kr this section, "Planning Minister" means the Minister for the time
being administering the Planning Act.

9. Building approvals for existing fixed railway infrastructure

Fixed railway infrasffucture existing immediately before the commencement
of this section is to be taken to comply with the requirements of the Building Act as
in force immediately before the commencement and all relevant approvals,
consents, permits, reports and ottrer things required by or under that Act are to be
taken to have been issued or obtained in respect ofthat infrasffucture.

10. Revocation of reservations of Crovm land

(1) The Minister rnay, by notice in the Gazette, declare that any
reservation under section 76 of the Crown Lands Act extendtng over any part of ttre
land described in the notice (being land in or to be included in the conidor) is, to
that extent, revoked.

A) A declaration under subsection (1) has effect according to its tenor
and despite the provisions of the Crown Lands Act relatng to the revocation of
reservations.
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11. Closure ofroads

(1) The Minister rnay, by notice in the Gazette, declare that a road
extenqlg over any part of ttre land described in the notice (being land in or to be
included in the conidor) is, to that extent, permanently closed.

Ø A declaration under subsection (l) has effect according to its tenor
and despite the provisions of the Control of Roads Act or the Local Government
Actrclatngto the closure of roads.

12. Railway crossÍngs

(1) This section applies subject tothe Northeru Tenitory Rair safety Act
but despite any other law ofttre Territory.

(2) subject to this section, the consortium is entitled to constuct,
operate and maintain the railway across a road.

(3) A right confened on the consortium by subsection (2) is exercisable
only with the consent of the Transport Minister under subsection (4).

(4) The Transport Minister may in writing consent to the consortium
exercising a right confened on it by subsection (2) subject to such conditions as the
Transport Minister thinks fit.

(5) The conditions that may be imposed under subsection (4) include but
are not limited to conditions about the following:

(a) the installation, operation and maintenance of safety devices in
connection with the railway crossing

(b) the consfruction, use and maintenance of the road at and on either
side of the railway crossing.

(6) If the consortium fails to comply with a condition to which any
consent under subsection (4) is subject-

(a) the Territory may take the action necessary to give effect to the
condition; and

(b) the reasonable costs and expenses incurred by the Territory in taking
that action are recoverable as a debt due to the Tenitory from the
consortium.

(7) kr this section-

"railway crossing", in relation to a road, means ttre point at which the
railway crosses the road;
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"Transport Minister" means the Minister for the time being administering
fhe Control of Roads Acl (except Paft fÐ.

Revocation ofnational parks, reserves etc.

(1) The Minister may, by notice in the Gazette, declare that any
declaration under the Terrítory Parlcs and lIlitdtife Conservation Act by virtue of
which a park, reserve, wildemess zone, protected area or sanctuary extends over
any part of the land described in the notice (being land in or to be included in the
corridor) is, to that extent, revoked.

(2) A declaration under subsection (1) has effect according to its tenor
and despite the provisions of the Territory Parks and llrildlife Conservation Act
relating to the revocation ofdeclarations.

14. Easements in favour of PAWA

(1) This section applies in relation to an installation wholly or partially
within the corridor that, immediately before the commencement of this section, wai
being operated by PAWA for the purpose of generating or úansmitting electicity
or providing water or sewerage services, other than an installation on land over
which there is registered under the Real Property Act aneasement in gross or other
interest in favour of PAWA.

Ø An easement in gross in favour of PAWA is created over the land
occupied by an installation to which this section applies and extends 10 meües in
all directions from the installation.

(3) If PAWA lodges with the Registrar-General details of an easement
created by subsection (2), ttre Registrar-General must record the easement on the
Registerkept by the Registar-General under fhe Real Property Act.

(4) h this section, "PAWA" means the power and water Authority
established by section 4 of the Power and Ilater Authority Act.

15. Reservations of land from occupation under Minìng Act

(1) Any instrument under section 178 of the Mining Act by virtue of
which a reservation ofland from occupation extends over any part ofthe corridor is
to be taken to be revoked as if the requirements of that Act relating to revoking
such reservations had been complied with.

Q)

(a)

(b)

The land that is-

within 400 meffes of either side of the cenfeline of the corridor; and

between the boundary of the Town of Alice Springs and the
boundary ofthe City of Dæwin,
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is to be taken to be reserved from occupation under section 178 of the Mining Act
as if ttre requirements of that Act relating to reserving ttrat land from occupation
had been complied with.

16. Authority to mine extractive minerals on reseryation ftom occupation

(1) The consortium is to be taken to be authorized under section I78(Z)
of the Mining Act to occupy and use the land reserved from occupation under
section 15(2) of this Act for mining extractive minerals for the period and on the
conditions that, subject to subsection (2), the Minister thinks fit and the Mining Act
applies accordingly.

(2) The period and conditions of, and the areas mined under, the
authorization under subsection (1) are to be consistent with-

(a) the agreement between the Tenitory, native title parties and the
Norttrem and cenfal Land councils about mining extractive
minerals on the land reserved from occupation that is dated lg
September 1998 and has been lodged with ttre National Native Title
Tribunal; and

@) the agreements (if any) between the consortium and the owner of
any of the land reserved from occupation about mining exfactive
minerals on the land.

17. Authority to construct railway on mining tenements etc.

The consortium is to be taken to be authorized under section 181(i) of ttre
Mining Act to enter on-

(a) any exploration retention licence area or mining tenement area
existing immediately before the commencement of this section; or

(b) any land in respect of which a notice under section 17s(1) of the
Mining Act was in force immediately before the commencement of
this section,

for the purpose of constructing the railway on that area or land and the Mining Act
applies accordingly.

18. Fences along corridor

(1) Despite section 6 of the Fences Act,neither the owner of the corridor
nor the o\ryner of adjoining land is liable to join in or contibute to the construction
of a fence to divide the conidor from the adjoining land if immediately before the
commencement of this section there was no fence separating the corridor from that
land.
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Ø Nothing in subsection (l) is to be taken to affect ttre liability
(whether under the Fences Act or an agreement) of the owner of the conidor or th!
9\Mn9r 

of adjoining land to conhibute to the cost of repairing or replacing a fence
dividing the conidor from the adjoining land if the fencã -

(a) existed immediately before the commencement of this section; or

(b) was consfucted by the Territory (whettrer before or after the
commencement of this section) under an agreement for ttre
acquisition of land for the corridor.

19. llorkmen's Líens Act does not operate during construction

The llorlonen's Liens Act does not apply in respect of work done in
connection with the consfuction of the railway.

20. Regulations

(1) The Adminisfrator may make regulations, not inconsistent with this
Act, prescribing matters -

(a) required or permitted by this Act to be prescribed; or

(b) necessary or convenient to be prescribed for carrying out or gving
effect to this Act.

Ø hr addition to the power to make regulations under subsection (l),
the Administrator may make regulations -

(a) amending or modi$ring the operation of, this Act (other than this
section) or any other Act in relation to any matter arising fron¡
connected with or consequential upon the consfuction of the
railway; or

(b) containing savings or tansitional provisions connected with or
consequential upon the enactrnent of this Act or an amendment or
modification under paragraph (a).

(3) Regulations made under subsection e) nny be expressed to have
taken effect on a day ea¡lier than the day on which the regulations are made, other
ttran a day earlier than the day on which this section commences.

(4) The Adminisftator may only make regulations under subsection (2)
during the 12 months commencing on the day on which this section commences.

21, Amendment ofAustrølAsía RaÌlwøy Cotporøtíon Act

(1) The AustralAsia Railway Corporation Act is n this section referred
to as the Principal Act.
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Ø section 17 of the Principal Act is amended by inserting after
paragaph (p) the following:

"(pa) to co-ordinate consideration of applications in connection wittr the
consfuction or operation of the railway or both;".

(3)
substituted:

Section 284 of ttre Principal Act is repealed and the following

"28.4,. Extent of Territory's financial commitment

"(1) The Minister is authorised, on behalf of ttre Territory, to make
available at times determined by the Minister funds up to a total of $ 165 million for
all or any of ttre following purposes:

(a) the performance of certain works in connection with the project;

(b) ttre giving by the Tenitory of a guarantee in respect of a debt
incurred by the successful consortium in connection wittr the Project;

(c) the provision by the Tenitory of a loan to the successful consortium
in connection with the Project.

"(2) The limit on the funds that may be made available under subsection
(1) does not apply to funds for any of the followingpurposes:

(a) the payment of the costs of acquiring land for the project and any
compensation paid in relation to that land;

(b) ttre payment of the costs and expenses associated with ttre
administation of the Corporation and the project;

(c) the payment of interest and costs that may be payable in respect of
the debt or the glving of the guarantee refened to in subsection
(rxb);

(d) ttre giving by the Tenitory of a guarantee in connection with the
performance by the Corporation of its obligations under a contact
entered into by the Corporation in connection with the project;

(e) the payment of costs and expenses of a non-capital nature not
referred to in paragraph (a), (b), (c) or (d);

(Ð the payment of any other costs and expenses that may be prescribed
by regulation for the purposes ofthis subsection.

"(3) The amount required for the purposes of subsection (1) is to be
provided from the public moneys of the Tenitory.".
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(4)
following:

The Principal Act is amended by inserting afrer part 4A ttre

''PART 4B _ CIVIL PENALTIES

"288. Civil penalties may be payabte by successfrrl consortium

"(1) An agreement to which the corporation and ttre successfrrl
consortium are parties may provide that, if the successful consortium is in breach of
an obligation under the agreement, the successful consortium is required to pay to
the Corporation by way of a civil penalty for the breach ttre amount determineâ in
accordance with the agreement.

"(2) The agreement may also provide that the amount of such a civil
penaþ is to increase over the period during which ttre breach of the obligation
continues by a further amount determined in accordance with the agreement.

"(3) A civil penaþ provided for in accordance with this section is a debt
due to ttre Corporation by the successful consortium-

(a) despite that neither the corporation nor any other person (whether a
par:ry to the agreement or not) suffered damage as a result of the
breach; and

(b) despite that ttre amount of the civil penalty is unrelated to the extent
of any damage that the corporation or any other person (whether a
parfy to the agreement or not) may have suffered as a result of the
breach.".

10


	Blank Page

