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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (SPEAKER) ACT 1974 

An Act to relating to the Exercise in certain circumstances of Statutory 
Powers and Functions of the Speaker 

1 Short title 

This Act may be cited as the Legislative Assembly (Speaker) 
Act 1974. 

2 Speaker to be deemed to continue to be Speaker after 
resignation 

If the Speaker resigns his office or his seat, he shall, for the 
purposes of the exercise of any powers or functions by the 
Speaker, be deemed to continue to be the Speaker (whether or not 
there is a general election of members of the Legislative Assembly 
after he so resigns) until another Speaker is chosen by the 
Legislative Assembly or another member is appointed by the 
Administrator to exercise the powers and perform the functions of 
the Speaker. 

3 Chairman of Committees to be deemed to be Speaker in event 
of death, absence or incapacity of Speaker 

 (1) If: 

(a) the Speaker; or 

(b) a person who, by virtue of section 2, is to be deemed, for the 
purposes of the exercise of any powers or functions by the 
Speaker, to continue to be the Speaker, 

dies, is absent from the Northern Territory or is incapable by reason 
of illness from exercising any powers or functions, the Chairman of 
Committees of the Legislative Assembly shall, for the purposes of 
the exercise of any powers or functions by the Speaker, be deemed 
to be the Speaker (whether or not there is a general election of 
members of the Legislative Assembly after the death or during the 
absence or incapacity) until another Speaker is chosen, or another 
member is appointed to exercise the powers and perform the 
functions of the Speaker or the absence or incapacity terminates, 
as the case may be. 
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 (2) For the purposes of subsection (1), where there is no Chairman of 
Committees, the person who last held office as Chairman of 
Committees shall be deemed to continue to be the Chairman of 
Committees until a Chairman of Committees is appointed by the 
Legislative Assembly. 

4 Speaker to be deemed to continue to be Speaker after general 
election 

Where there is a general election of members of the Legislative 
Assembly, the person, if any, who was the Speaker last before the 
general election shall, for the purposes of the exercise of any 
powers or functions by the Speaker, be deemed to continue to be 
the Speaker until a Speaker is chosen by the Legislative Assembly. 

5 Chairman of Committees to be deemed to be Speaker in event 
of death, absence or incapacity of Speaker after general 
election 

If, after a general election of members of the Legislative Assembly, 
the person, if any who was the Speaker last before the general 
election dies, is absent from the Northern Territory or is incapable 
by reason of illness of exercising any powers or functions, the 
person who last held office as Chairman of Committees shall, for 
the purposes of the exercise of any powers or functions by the 
Speaker, be deemed to be the Speaker until a Speaker is chosen 
by the Legislative Assembly or the absence or incapacity 
terminates, as the case may be. 
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ENDNOTES 

 
1 KEY 

Key to abbreviations 
 
amd = amended     od = order 
app = appendix    om = omitted 
bl = by-law     pt = Part 
ch = Chapter     r = regulation/rule 
cl = clause     rem = remainder 
div = Division     renum = renumbered 
exp = expires/expired    rep = repealed 
f = forms     s = section 
Gaz = Gazette     sch = Schedule 
hdg = heading     sdiv = Subdivision 
ins = inserted     SL = Subordinate Legislation 
lt = long title     sub = substituted 
nc = not commenced     

2 LIST OF LEGISLATION 

Legislative Assembly (Speaker) Ordinance 1974 (Act No. 92, 1974) 
Assent date 3 December 1974 
Commenced 3 December 1974 
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